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Texas ANNEXATION.— Ex-president Jones’ letters, 
the second of which will be found in this number, are 
interesting. They throw new and official light upon 
the history of annexation, correcting many state- 
ments which had previously been published, and 
resenting she views and acts of the executive of the 
republic of Texas, during the progress of annexation, 
‘yen over the signature of the then president of the 


republic. 





Tae LATE Lrevr. Levi Gantr —Among those who 
have cause tO mourn over the losses of our army in Mex- 
ico are the relations and friends of the late Lieut. Levi 
Gantt, who was killed in the attack of the castle of 
Chapultepec. This young officer, a graduate of West 
Point, took part in every battle fought during the present 
war by Generals Scott and Taylor, excepting that of 
Buena Vista, and in ¢ach won the approbation of his 
superiors, and the admiration of his equals in rank, by 
his gallantry and daring. : : 

At Monterey, he volunteered, with thirty men, to 


make a diversion on the side of one of the fortified 
hills, near the Bishop's Palace, opposite to that on 
which the real attack was made. Sv great was his 
thirst for distinction, nothing but the positive orders 
of his commanding officer prevented him from con 
verting this feigned into a real attack. While 
clambering up the steep ascent a cannon ball fired at 
his party came within a foot of his head, covering 
his face with sand and gravel. He was among the 
first to enter the Mexican fortifications on the summit 
of Cerro Gordo. It'is velieved that the only officer 
in advanceof him was his cousin, Lieut. Thomas 
Ewell, of the rifle regiment, who died on the field the 
nextday from the effects of a wound. For his bravery 
in this action Lieut. Gantt was recommended to be 
breveted. The storming party at Chapultepec was 
made up of voluntecrs from the different corps 
and regiments of the army. Lieut. Gantt was a 
volunteer from his own gallant regiment, the 7th 
infantry. In marching to the attack, and while under 
shelter from the enemy’s fire, Lieut. Gantt stepped 
oulto discover whether an approaching party were 
friends or foes, when he was struck in the middle of 
his breast by a musket ball, and expired ina few 
winutes. He was buried the nextday in the church 
yard at Tacubaya. He died abrave solcier and an 
upright man. 

Lieut. Gantt was a grandson of the late Benjamin 
Stoddart, of Maryland, Secretary of the Navy under 
the adminisiration of the el¢er Adams, and was of 
the numerous and respectable family of Gantts of 
Prince George’s county Md. He was a native of 
Georgetown, D. C., but moved at an early age to 
Prince George's county, where, till he entered the 
military academy at West Point, he resided. He 
has left behind him an exemple worthy of imitation, 
aud unsuilied reputation. [Nat. Intelligencer. 





Tue Army Courr Marriat—Case of Lieut. Col. 
Fremont.—The examination of witnesses was brought 
lo a close on Tuesday evening the 11th January be- 
ing the fifty-fourth day of the session of the court. 
Coionel F. being called upon for his defence, ap- 
prised the court that it would require until the 24th 
instant for him to examine the testimony and de 
cisi.ns and range over so long a time, so wide a 
fleld of incidents, to do himself justice in his de 
fence. The court accordingly adjourned to the 24th 
Instant. The witnesses were notified to cali at the 
department for payment for attendance, and were 
discharged. 

When that trial commenced, it was our full pue- 
pose to present at least a synopsis of each day’s 
frmonesigs in the Register, assured that facts would 

developed in iis progress that would ve unportant 
lo the future historian. The first few days’ pro- 
ceedings were inserted. We soon perceived how 
Sver that the case would be spun out to a length 
Which set our limits at defiance. The first witness 
Pes was called, occupied the-court some twelve or 
re days to get through with his testimony. We 
sudoned the idea of doing Do ges to such a Case in 

© space we could command for its insertion. 


»,puBLaC LANDS.—The report of Richard M. Young Esq. 
rs missioner of the general land office, just submitted 
aceegress, shows that during the year 1847 2,263,730 
ne €3 of the public lands were sold, second, and third 

“tters of the present year 1,839,024 acrcs have been 


WAR WITH MEXICO. 





By the schooner Eleanor, Vera Cruz dates to the 
29th December are received. 

Gen. Scett had issued orders directing the army to 
take positions in different portions of the Mexican re- 
public, and occupy them until the government sues 
for peace on terms which wil] prove acceptable to 
the U. States. 

Numerous other orders had been issued requiring 
the taxes of all kinds heretofore paid to the govern- 
ment of Mexico to be paid hereafter for the support 
of the American army. The orders enumerate the 
articles taxed, and prohibit lotteries. 

Colone! Miles was about to leave Vera Cruz, and 
the regiment stationed there were making prepa- 
rations to give him a sumptuous entertainment, as 
a mark of their respect for him as an officer and a 
man. 
A Queretaro letter in the Moniteur, published in 
the city of Mexico, states that the present congress, 
in session at that piace, will not come together again. 
Several deputies had left there, and the letter adds 
that new deputies and senators would soon be in the 
city. The government, the letter further states, was 
silently taking measures for the suppression of in- 
trigues in connection with the monarchical move 
ment. In consequence of the governors of the dif- 
ferent states not having fulfilled their promise tu aid 
the government with such resources a3 they could 
command, it was much cramped for means. 
Assistant surgeon Suter died in the city of Mexico 
on the 15th ult. Full military honors were paid to 
his remains. 


Lieutenant McDonald, of the 3d artillery, and two 
other officers, with a small party, left Puebla on the 
17th ult. for Jalapa, having in charge a considerable 
quantity of money, and were attacked by a band of 
fourteen robbers. Although only three of our coun- 
trymen were armed, they defeated the ladrones, and 
arrived safely at their destination. 
The sloop of war Saratuga, arrived at Pensacola 
on the 6th instant, with Vera Cruz dates to the 27th 
ult. The accounts by her are not so late, but rather 
fuller. The new Mexican congress was to assembie 
at Quaratero early this month. 
Most of the U. States troops in the city of Mexico, 
were, at the last accounts, about to depart for other 
portions of the republic, which are to be held until 
those who have the authority to act shall make satis- 
factory reparation to the U. S. government and enter 
upon negotiations for peace. 
The New York Express, publishes the following 
extract of » letter which is mentioned as being from 
an intelligent officer that bas been through all the 
campaign. 

Mezico, December 2, 1848. 
‘‘There is nothing new here since my last. Troops 
are daily arriving; but not enough to effect much.— 
All those that are on the way here ought to have 
been on the ground before the last battles. We 
ought to have 75,000 men to-day, and proceed at 
once to take possession of the country. It1s no merit 
of our government or army that we have not been 
destroyed before this. Our successes are al! owing 
to the weakness of the enemy.” 





“ARMY OF OCCUPATION.”’ 


The steamer Telegraph reached New Orleans on 
the 28th December, from Brazos which she left on 
the 24th. She brings the remains of Captain Ste- 
venson. 
The following are the first general orders of Gen. 
Wool, upon assuming the command of the army of 
occupation: 

Headquarters Army of Occupation, 

Monterey, December 9, 1847. 

The order of Major Gen. Taylor, No. 132, places 
the undersigned in the command of the army of occu- 
pation. 
Io entering upon the important duties assigned bh m 
he would announce to his command, that nv effort on 


condition, in order to be prepared to meet any move- 
ment which may be required. In these efforts he 
antieipates to be ably sustained by his troops, and 
especially by his officers. 

' ‘The people of the United States are anxiously 


of the war. The victories so glorious to our arms at 
Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey, Buena 
Vista, Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Contreras, Churu- 
busco and the city of Mexico, have failed to produce 
the desired result. Mexican armies, one after ano- 
ther, have been beaten and dispersed, and their capi- 
tal taken; yet the Mexicans would continue the war. 
As peace, from all we can learn, appears far in the 
distance, we are called upon to prepare for coming 
events. Pleasure must give way to duty; our whole 
duty, and nothing but our duty. Oedience, order, 
discipline and instruction must be rigidly enforced, 
which the interest, honor and glory of our country 
imperiously demand. 

All orders hitherto issued by Major Gen. Taylor, 
will be enforced until otherwise directed. 

The following officers are announced as chiefs of 
the staff attached to the army of occupation. 

Bvt. Capt. Irvin McDowell, assistant adjutant ge- 
neral at headquarters. 

Captain W. D. Fraser, chief of engineers, and aid- 
de-camp. 

Maj. Lewis Cass, Jr., 3d dragoons, acting inspec- 
tor general, 

Major i. M. Washington, 31 artillery, chief of ar- 
tillery, at Saltillo. 

Capt. G. D. Ramsey, ordnance department, chief 
of ordnance at headquarters. 

Col. Henry Whiting, assistant quartermaster gene- 
ral, chief of the quartermaster’s department at Mata- 
moros. 

Capt. E. S. Sibley, assistant quartermaster at head- 
quarters. 

Capt. T. B. Linnard, chief of the topographical 
corps at Saltillo. 

Lt. L. Sitgreaves, corps of topographical engineers 
at headquarters. 

Captain A. B. Eaton, commissary of subsistence, 
chief of the commissary department at Brazos. 
Captain J. C. Casey, conmissury of subsistence at 
headquarters. 

Surgeon N. S. Jarvis, chief of the medical depart- 
meut at headquarters. 

Major D. Hunter, chief of the pay department at 
Matamoros. 

Maj. W. 4. Spark, paymaster at headquarters. 


ae 





New Mexico.—Sunta Fe dates nineteen days later 
than previously given, are received. 

Their legislature had assembled. Augrey has been 
elected speaker of the house of repressalatives, and 
Sardival, president of the senate. 

Gen. Price arrived at Santa Fe on the 12th Dec., 
and constituted Vii, governor of the territory, who 
sent a message, according to usage, to the legisla- 
ture. A bill has been passed authorizing the elec- 
tion of delegates to tuke into consideration the an- 
nexation of New Mexico to the United States. 
Sixty-eight deatiis bad occurred in the first batta- 
lion since they leit Misscuri. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of' the senate 


Seth Barton, of Louisiana, charge d’affairs to the 

republic of Chili. 

John W. Davis, of Indiana, commissioner to China, 

vice A. H. Everett, deceased. 

Jobn Rowan, of Kentucky, charge d’affairs to 

Naples, vice Wm. H. Polk, recalled at his own re- 
uest. 

; Nathanial Niles, of Vermont, charge d’affairs to 

Sardinia, vice Robert Wickliff, jr,, resigned. 

Thomas J. Morgan, of Chio, secretary of legation 

to Brazil, vice R. Walsh, recalled. 

Wn. J. Staples, of N York, consul at Havre, in 

place of Mr. Beasley, deceased. 

Charles Huffnagle, of Pennsylvania, consul at the 

port of Calcutta, vice James B. Higginson, recalled, 

Hugh Keenan, of Pennsylvania, consul at the port 


his part will be spared to place it in the most efficient of Dublin, vice Thomas Wilson, recalled, 


John McPherson, of Virginia, consul at the port of 
Genoa, vice C. E. Lester, recalled. 

George J. Fairfield, of Maine, consul at the port 
Buenos Ayres, vice Thaddeus ‘Sanford, declined, and 








eul producing a revenue of $3,366,: 
. 3,366,352. 
Vel. SONPT. Bre. 20, 


looking in this direction for an honorable termination | who was vice W. Greenhow, declined. 
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Adolphe Renard, recorder of land titles at St.| we objected to, but threats and “warnings” uttered in] tually despatched, with the orders for Cea: 


Louis, Missouri, Vice L. Spencer, deceased. 
“Robert W. Pooler, surveyor at Savannah, Georgia, 


from Ist July, 1847. : use. 


Eleazer P. Kendrick, of Ohio, surveyor of Vir- 


ginia military district m Obio, vice Wm. M. Andex- “If, as our executive claims, nonpayment of our 


son, resigned. 

Abe) M. Bryant, collector at Kennebunk, Maine, 

vice James Osborne, removed. 

William P. Porter, surveyor at City Point Vi:- 

nia. 
# Alexander Somerville, collector at Saluria, Texas. 

Edward Fitzgerald, surveyor of the customs at 
Corpus Christi, vice George W. Collingsworth, re- 
signed. 

Henry P. Norton, surveyor of the customs at Co- 
pano, Texas, vice John F. Stevens, resigned. 

Ransom H. Gillet, of N. York, to be solicitor of 
the treasury of the U. States, in the place of Seth 
Barton resigned. 

George W. Clinton, of New York, to be attorney 
of the United States for the northern district of 
New York in the place of William F. Allen, re- 
signed. 

Josish Minot, of N. Hampshire, to be attorney of 
the U. States for the district of N. Hampshire in the 
place of Franklin Pierce, resigned. 

Thomas M. Griffin, of Georgia, to be marshal of 
the U. States for the district of Georgia, in the place 
of Henderson Willingham, resigned. 

James H. Cocke, of Texas, to be marshal of the 
U. States for the district of Texas, in the place of 
John M. Allen, deceased, 

Arnold Plumer, of Pennsylvania, to be marshal of 
the U. States for the western district of Texas, in the 
place of Samuel Hays, resigned. 

Wm. H. Rogers, to be attorney of the United States 
for the district of Delaware, from and after the 16th 
of January next, when his present commission will 
expire. 

George M. Keim, to be marshal of the U. States 
for the eastern district of Pennsylvania, from and after 
the 16th of January next, when his present commis- 
sion will expire. 

Edmund Christian, to be marshal of the United 
States for the eastern district of Virginia, from and 
after the 16th of January next, when his present 
commission will expire. 

James Points, to be marshal of the United States 
for the western district of Virginia, from and after 
the 16th of January next, when his. present commis- 
sion will expire. 

Alex. G. Penn, to be deputy postmaster at N. Or- 
leans, in the state of Louisiana, his present commis- 
sion having expired. 

Wm. H. Stevenson, to be register of the land office 
at Little Rock, in the state of Arkansas. 
Danie! J. Chapman, to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at Batesville, in the state of Arkansas. 


The President of the United States has recognised 
Thomas Lowndes Wragg, Esq. consul of the Neth- 
erlands for the states of S. Carolina, N. Carolina and 


very unjustifiable and unfriendly terms, such as pow. 
ers in amity with each other are never authorized to 


Our correspondent goes much further—He says, 


claims on Mexico is any cause for the war, it should 
be nationally right, a2 f hold it stiould be, morally. 
for a foreign government to take by force, a state’s 
property, that repudiated, (as some of our states 
have;) as the United States claim that they are not 
responsible for state debts.” 
This same ultra correspondent ef ours, thus char- 
acterises “the war with Mexico.” 

“*] deem it a war of diabolical bulchery, commenced 
to secure @ HORNETS’ NEST. 

‘‘T regret that the whig members should have as- 
sumed the responsibilities of the concern, by voting 
more men or money than was required to protect 
Taylor, and withdraw from the disputed territory. — 
What can be more demoralizing than for legislators 
to vote money and arms, and then claim that they 
are not responsible, because legully, the president 
has a right to use the arms ag he pleases? Shame on 
such logic and crouching to expediency. * * *% 
Well may the president say,‘ come my new logic 
blood hounds, give me more cash and powder.” 
MiLITARY DRAFTS ON THE U. States TREASURY.— 
Serious complaints hav recently been made on ac- 
count of an order of the treasury department, for- 
bidding the payment of military drafts, unless tie 
original, the duplicate, and the triplicate of such 
drafts be all presented at the same time. Several 
drafts from Vera Cruz on New Orleans having been 
presented, were duly protested for non-payment un- 
der this order. tf we mistuke not, others were in 
like manner protested at New York. Such was the 
force of remonstrance immediately resulting, or such 
the amount of charges and loss of credit, that it :s 
understood that the treasury department has issued 
subsequent instructions, in conformity with the 
usages of trade, directing payment on presentation 
of either ‘first, second or third,’ of such drafts. 





Tue wew U. Srares Loans. The Philadelphia 
Inquirer of the 13th says: ‘‘We learn that the cash- 
iers of several of the banks of New York and Phi- 
ladelphia have been invited to Washington. ‘The 
object no doubt is, to confer as to the best means of 
raising a new loan for government. The three 
plans talked of are—first, aloan like the last—se- 
cond, the issue of treasury notes of a large denomi- 
nation—and third,the issue of treasury notes of a 
small denomination, and intended as well for invest 
mentas remittances. This latter plan would be the 
most advisable under the circumstances. Ten or 
twenty millions of small treasury notes \ ould readi- 
ly be absorbed and without producing any additional 
pressure in the money market, ‘The government in 
this matter,should endeavor to interfere as little as 
possible with the monetary interests of the country. 


Rumor OF THE RECALL oF Gen. Scott. Without 
placing much reliance upon the rumor, the fact that 
it was quite current at Washington for some days, 
is undoubled. The Washington correspondent of 
the N. York Heraid wrote on the 11th instant: “An 





Georgia, to reside at Charleston. 


DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. 


MinisteR FROM France.—Mr. Pageot has been 


appointed envoy extravrdinary ard minister plenipo- 

tentiary to the United States, in place of M. Bacourt, 

the present minister, appointed as minister to Sardi- 

nia. M. Pageot is well known in Washington, hav- 
, ing married an American lady. ' 

Ap eastern correspondent of ours, ina letter dated 
a few weeks since, referring to an article which we 
inserted relative the language used by Lord Palmer- 
ston in his speech wt the close of the-last parliament, 
in relation to indebted states—ex presses regret that 

‘Gwe hint al its being “impudent” for foreign cred- 
jtors to “complain.” The writer alluded to adds— 
«nothing in the business line is more provoking, than 
to have a debtor, afler my waiting for him for years, 
threaten to cheat me out of my debit if I manifest 
any diseatisiaction. 

We have never hinted that it was “impudent in 
his lordship or in those who have suffered by reason 
of our state difficulties, to**compiain.” There were 

some cases in which they might reasonably complain 
and remonstrate; we complained not only in such 


eases, but in others also in which their complaints relation to the president, and who would carry out 
, 


were unreasonable and unjust, a8 in cases where the 
authorities and the people of the state were manfully 
exerting all their energies to retrieve their suspended 
credit. Jt was pet complaints or cewonsirance that 


important cabinet meeting was helu to-day. The 
sitiing was protracted wil 4 o’clock this afternoon.— 
The discussions on the army were the principal 
subjects of deliberation. 1t was finally determined 
that Gen. Scott should be recalled, and a messenger 
will leave here on Thursday morning next, with or- 
ders to Gen. Scott from the war vepariment, to 
return home as speedily as possible, and to report 
himself in Washing:on. ‘The command of the army 
devolves on Major General Butler, as secord in rank 
to General Scott. The officers wvolved in the dis: 
sensions in the camp, will, as a matier of course, 
return home.” 

The Washington correspondent of the New York 
Courter, writes that; *The question whether Gene- 
rais Scott, Worth and Pillow are to be recalled, was 
at full length debated in the cabinet mecting yester- 
day, and | believe they willbe called home, were it 
but to give the army a lesson of obedience to the 
institutions and Jaws of their country. Ali ihe hea. 
vy service being done, and the heart of Mexico fairly 
in our possession, our militia geverais wiil.answer 
qvite as weil for garrisoning towns and clearing the 
igh roads of robbers and vagabon:is, as Scutt him- 
‘elf. After the recall of Scutt, Worth aud Pillow, 
the command will devolve on Major Generai But 
ler, of Kentucky, who stands in the most intimate 


his views without the aid +f a lieutenant general.— 
If Scott, Worth, Pillow and Duncan come home, 
they will undoubtedly be court-martialed.” 





recall, but that the messenger was overtaken 


Richmond, Va., by another messenger with Inst 
tions to return to Washington, the cabinet “ta 
determined to delay the order until Gen. Pi. 
who was said to be hurrying on to Washington ;.° 
mediately from the army, should arrive and re = 
_ Another rumor has been for some days in Circuls. 
tion, which may as well be mentioned here, that 
that General Taylor is to be ordered to return he 
Mexico and take command of the army on the rec i 
of Fete omants shove referred to. all 
nother important rumor. There is a re 

at Washington, among military men, and general 
lieved, that Generals Jessup and Twiggs have exchan 
ed commissions, and that the latter will return to the I} 
Sta'esas quartermaster general. The former, an old 
brigadier, iseenior to every general officer in the te 
lar army, except Scott, Taylor and Gaines, and wi 
doubtless, be assigned tv command with his brevet rank, 
dating, we beheve, from 1624. This, in case of acei. 
dent to General Scott, or his recall, would place the 
command of the army in Mexicoin the hands of Gen 
Jessup instead of one of the temporary officers 
IN. Y. Globe, 





U. Srares sewaTor FROM Matwe.—The Governor 
of the state of Maine has appointed Wyman B.§. 
Moore Esq., of Bangor, to supply, during the recess of 
the legislature, the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of senator Fairfield. 





U. Srares senator From Texas. Gen. Horsroy 
has been re-elected United States senator by the lege 
islature of Texas, to serve fer six years from the ey. 
piration of his previous term. 


Tue Maryrianp une.—Lieut. H Ridgely, another 
of the gallant -ons of old Maryland, is added to the 
hist of distinguished officers from this state that tave 
fallen in the war with Mexico, The Washington 
‘Union’ publishes an official letter from Gen. Lane, 
giving an account of the skirmish between a portion 
of our forces and the Mexicans, at the little town of 
Matamoros, of which we have heretofore given full 
particulars. Gen. Lane thus speaks of Lieut. Ring. 
ely, who fell in the fight: 
“The loss of Lieut. Ridgely, my acting assistant 
adjutant general, who was mortally wounded while 
gallantly charging with his comrades by the side o 
Col. Hays, deeply saddens the feeling of satisfaction 
with which | report the brilliant conduct of this 
small party at the pass of Galaxra.” 

Lieut. Ridgely was the son of Noah Ridgely, esq. 
of the city of Bahioes: He leaves a widow and 
two children to mourn his fate. 





Stave rrape.—Three large steamers, says the N. 
York Evangelist, with engines from 200 to 360 bor 
power, have been fitted at Bahia, S. A., for the slaw 
trade. One of them has already arrived on the wet 
coast of Africa, where she embarked 900 slaves, a! 
escaped froi the brig of war Sea Lark oy steaming 
away from ber in a calm. 





RECEPTION OF OFFICERS FROM THE ARMY IN MEXICO. 
The papers of the day are teeming with accounis 0! | 
cordial reception and greetings with which the officer 
that have lett the lines of operation, on business or 
to the United States, are received wherever they 8” 
Generals Qui)man and Shielus’ reception at N. Orieat 
Mobile, and other places in their route, and espect! 
on their arrival at Charleston, S. C., on the 224 lt 
must Have been truly gratifying to those brave ollice? 
‘The peuple of the Palmetto state are boundless 10 
hospitality towards their distinguished guests. F 

Col. Garland and Lt. Johuson, of Virginia, 6° 
Worcester, of Massav:husetts, who distinguished tem 
selves in Mexico, were received in Richmond on +0 
day by the military and ciuzens, and formally ml 
ed to the legislature. fa 

On Friday evening, 31st December, @ number © , 
ficers of the military corps at Richmond, gave @ 
did supper to Col. Garland and the officers that me 
pany him from Mexico. ‘The speeches, toas's, 
yma three columns of the Richmond Baquirer ? 

inst. 





Great moatatity in Lonpon.—Resulls < ; 
register generai’s return of mortality in the men"ry 
lis for the week ending Saturday, Dec. 11- 















Subsequent letters say, that a mossenger was ac- 
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~ eaees of the Kidneys, &e, i 3 
Childbirth, diseases of the uterus, 
ke. ' 19 14 
Rheumatism, diseases of the bones, 
ke. 17 7 
Diseases of the skin, cellular tissue, : 
. aS 
daze. 165 65 
tc privation, cold and intem- 
perance, 23 29 
Total (including unspezified causes) 2454 1046 


TERRIFIC GALES ON THE coasT oF Great Britain. 
_Oir maritime intelligence presents a fearful cat- 
glogue of casualties, produced by the late gales 
throughout all the neighboring coasts; and every day 


brings accounts of some fresh disaster. The fright- 


ful storms with which we have been visited, have 
jo many parts, reached to the utmost violence of a 
hurricane. During several days previous to tne 6th 
inst., the wind from the esst«ard had been exceed- 
ingly viole t, but on that day it veered to the north- 
east arid becamea perfect hurricane, which lasted 
gimost without intermission, during the whole of the 
giband 7th. Tre tempest was especially felt on the 
east coasts of Scotland, where the destruction of 
boats and shipping has been most extensive. At 
Dundee, Averveen, Leth, and N-whaven the vio- 


mm jevce of tue Waves was greater than ever waa known. 


Along the east coast of England the storm equally 
raged. On the Goodwin sands a fine vessel was lost. 
The devastating tury of the gale, extended to the 
channel, where a frightiul sea threatened destruc- 
lion to every vessel upon the waters. A fine ship, 
the Marchioness of Abercorn, from Q iebec, wa- 
wrecked a few miles from Trevose Head; and on 
the 1Uih, a» American ship, the Roberts, was burnt 
fo the water’s edge off Weymouth, provably result 
ing from her abandunment in the gale. At Liver. 
pool the damage to the shipping was no less severe 
than elsewhere. A fine ship, the Frankfield, bound 
from our port to Cuilav, was totally wrecked off An- 
giesea, with the loss of twenty lives. Aitogether, 
the damage done to our shipping has been most se 
vere. Ou various parts of the coast of the Chanel 
Islands a considerabie quantity of wreck ha- veen 
Washed on shore, Wilmer’s Times. 
Canapa.— Elections for members of the legislature 
OF parliament have just taken place. The returns 
received indicaie a reform, or anti-ministerial ma- 
jority of trou: J2 to 20 in the new parliament, of 
which Mr. Papineau, distinguished in the revolt of 
1837 anu tor many years speaker of the parhament 
ol ower Canada, is elected a member, and it ts 
thought will be elected speaker, provided he consents 
loserve. Sir A. McNab was the (tory) speaker of 
the last parliament and wiil ia the new legistature, 
eet with De. Walred Neison, who defeated a bat- 
Waion of regulars at Si. Denis, im 1837, and was 
fubseque: tly captured, a reward of $2UVUU being of- 
fered for hia. W. H. Scott, for whose capture a 
reward of $2000 wus cflered, 1s alao elected tu the 
few pariiameut—as is aiso Au-ustus Norbent Mor- 
*n long @ fugitive in the fasinesses o) tis uative coun 
')) Franem Hincks, editor of the Piivt, aod lormer- 
<i geveral under whe hiverals, is also elec- 
b MeD runeih M. Ke.zie, retormer, bas been beat 
McVouald, at Kingston. 
Bes parliament ts couipoured of 84 members, elec. 
ot Vur years, Uy the frecholders us the respective 
Suites, and the landhulders, aud housevvlders pay - 
ee $45 fet, in toe cities and luwis, Ol course 
tig tava) vi the pevpie huve io Yole u.ue. 
labag wou tet Many Of the sles: aud iwust 
Recs @d wes li Cavasu op cach side hive Lech 
ee Counties of Quebec, Montreal, Russell, D «= 
feck’ Glengary, Richelieu, Greuviie, Hastings, 
td i oH Tah St. Maurice, Vercheres, 
bitite saat vilechasse, lie Cily OF Quebec, and the 
ors. Th ve around Forunty, have returned relutas 
Laie “ enter vl Carielon, Essex, Frontenac, 
Tay mh Magueuc, Ss. Northeriang, Vit. wa, Sher- 
4 i Nast 9? Simcue, Sturmuut and Siavstead, 
il. be pa €s o! Kingston, ‘Toroute, aud Haaiiitun 
Presehled by Couservalives. 
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eXTUCKY.— The legislature assem vied at Frank- 

he (he 31st Decemuer. 

Ologined te Lieut. Governor Dixon by letter ap- 
lor his non attendance owing tu his farm 


lig | 
igo eeedated. R.A. Patterson, (whig) was unan- 


Hugi 


Kokine Clected president of the seuate. 


be was reelected clerk. 

; use had several balloti abe: 

bets veral ballotings for speaker. Ou 
tt ballot J.G. ddurdy (administrativv) bed 37 


Chemas 


votes, Leslie Coomhs 23—T. D Rrown 15—J. T 
Buchner 11—D R Haggard 6—(all whivs but *'r. 
Hardy )—after the fourth hallot Gen. Coombs pe 
remptorally’ withdrew his name. The balloting was 
revewed on the next dav, and on the 8th ballet Mr. 
Buckner received 54 votes and was declared dulv 
elected. Mr. Brown had 30 and Mr. Haggard 8 
votes. Mr. Hardy’s name was withdrawn on the 
5th ballot this day. 

Kentrcnky sTATE BONDS, and coupons, amounting 
to $754,784. which had been paid, were burnt by 
the state authorities on the 3]st ult. 

On1o.—The democratic state convention have 
nominated Jonn B Wetter as the administration 
candidate for governor. On the second ballot Mr. 
Weller received 146 of 287 votes. 

InpiaNa.—The legislature of Indiana has passed 
a loan bill to enable the state to anticipate her rev- 
enue in time forthe payment of the January interest 
on her public debt. The bill only wails the certain 
signature of the governor to become a law. The 
state bank is ready to lend the money. 








NortH American Neeroes.— Population of Cuba. 


7,717 


Towa 8.449 723 
North Indiana 26,302 27,336 1084 
Michigan 16,549 16,768 224 
*Ilinois 24.158 25,216 1058 
*Indiana 30,745 32,550 1785 
*Liberia &60 760 70 


Tt will be seen that there has been, on the whole, 
|a decrease of more than twelve thousand—-a most 
mortifying fact, especially when it is remembered 
that year 1846 returns presented a decrease of about 
the same number. The conferences marked with an 
asterick are those in which a decrease was reported 
in 1846. {Northern Adve, 





The Spanish schooner Renaissance, captured by 
the U.S. steamer Scorpion in the Gulf of Mexico 
while engaged in smuggling, arrived at New Orleans 
oP the 5th instant in charge of Midshipman 8. J. 

liss. 





Woot commerce or tHE N. Y. canaus.—The 
amount of wool that arrived at Albany by the canals 
since 1834 up to the close of navigation this fall is 
thus given by a correspoudent of the Detroit Free 
Press. now in Albany. 


Years. White. Slaves. Free colored. Total 

1774 96 333 44 333 30 847 171 620 
1792 133 559 84,590 54 817 272 601 
1817 239 830 199 145 114 068 553 034 
1827 311.051 286 493 106 494 794,487 
1841 418.201 106 494 152838 1007,.624 


In the two fast censuses the fear of a tax was the 
cause of great omissions in the returns of the num- 


ber of the slave population: 











The French Antilles bad in 1788, whites, 54 O15 
And in 1833, whiles, 21 UUU 
Decrease, 33,015 
The English Antilles had in 1791, 
white, 59 843 
And in 1832, white, - 51,962 
7,821 
Decrease in white population 4U 896 
The French Antilles had in 1788 
colored. 704 780 
And in 1835, colored, 973 398 
Increase, 268 618 
The English Antilles had in 1788, 480,318 
And in 1832, 602.08 
——-—— 211,695 
Increase in colored population 480.313 


General statement of the white and colored popu- 
lation surrounding Cuba: 


While. Colored. 

French Antilles, 21.000 970.000 
English do, 52,000 630,000 
Duteh do, 4,000 30 O00 
Dutch do, 3.000 33.U00 
Swedish Isles, 1 000 8 LUO 
Spanish part St. Domingo, 26.000 11u 000 
Margarita. 15.000 155 VOU 

122.000 1,996,000 


Adding to the 1,996 000 of the African race 16) 
000 more from the English, French and Dutch 
Guianas and Honduras, 8vU,00U from Cuba and 2,- 
700,000 from the United States, we have four and a 
taif millions of blacks! 





Mernuopist Episcopan Conrerences.—The con- 
fereu.ces for the past year have closed their sessions, 
and the following table exhibits the number of mem- 
bers in each, as cou,pared with year 1846 returns, 
showing the increase or decrease in each yeer: 

Numbers. Last year. Increase. Decrease, 


*Baltimore 65,725 69,268 543 
*Philadelphia 50,123 49,206 917 943 
*Providence 13,3857 =: 15,106 251 

*New Jersey .3U,097 39,987 110 

New England. 13,505 = 13,270 35 

New York 46,907 = 48,249 1342 
*N, Hampshire 10,334 10,226 168 

*Troy 25,327 27,319 992 
*Vermont 7,953 8,648 895 
Black River 15,019. 16,547 657 
*Pittsburg 42,368. 42,052 326 

*Oneida 25.775 26.181 406 
*Maine 20,281 21,4438 1152 
*Erie 20,143 20,437 294 
Rock River 18,913 . 18,210 694 

North Ohio 26,043  27,i61 1118 
*Genessee 26,682 27,305 623 
“Ohio 62,198 


65,984 


Year. Ibs. Value. 

1834 984,000 $446,787 
1835 1.730.000 752,254 
1836 2,510,000 1,347,542 
1837 146,000 338,454 
1838 3,216,000 1,400,719 
1539 2,472,000 1,088,753 
1840 2.880,000 1,150,490 
184] 8,316,000 1,410,659 
184: 3,356,000 1,006,544 
1843 6,034,000 1,678,428 
1844 10,182,000 3,424,015 
1845 12,142,000 3,751 002 
1846 10,574,000 2,829,795 
1847, to Nov. 30, 11,224,384 3,336,407 


There is always a large amount held by farmers. 
When the price is up, as in the year 1844 and 1845, 
it is generally all marketed. The year after, it fell, 
which probably accounts for the diminished quantity 
shipped. The clip last spring opened at a lower rate 
than was generally expected. The supposition is, that 
considerable is now in first hands, on account of the 
decline. The prices have been steadily advancing 
for the last six mouths. Many persons in western N. 
York still hold their whole clip. 

The increase of machinery at the east more than 
keeps pace with the increase of sheep. 

It is estimated that 7,000,000 Ibs. more will be 
worked up in 1847 than the year before. The New 
York market is reported as being very barren of stock 
at this time, while in Boston, Hartford and Providence, 
no large lots can be found. 

Connected with wool may be noticed the efforts 
now making to introduce the 4/pacca into this coun- 
try. Gov. Paine, of Vermont, has imported a pair 
of these animals, to make a trial of them. A com- 
pany has been formed in New York, with a capital 
of $5000 for the same object. The Nashville Whig 
says some of the wealthy farmers of Bourbon Co,, 

Tenn., have organised an association to import sever- 
‘al of them. The experiment is also to be tested in 
Kentucky. They have been introduced into England 
to a limited extent. At alate meeting of the British 
Association for the advancement of science, Mr. 
| Dawson stated that in ten years these animals will 
add £20,000,000, per annum to the national wealth. 

The siark Lane Express says that in domesiica- 
ting them, they have been very successful. A farmer 
near Glasgow sheared 15 pounds from two, Sir 
Robert Heron, near Lincolnshire, obtained 17 Ibs. 
from one. A clip from a young one was 8 lbs. 

We find in the last number of the New York Mer- 
cantile Times a statement of the largely increased 
exports of British gouds to the United States during 
'the present year. This statement is compiled from 
the official accounts of the British board of trade of 
the trade of that Kingdom for the nine months end- 
ing on the 10th of October, 1847, compared with 
corresponding periods during the two preceding 
years. Jt appears from these official accounts that 
the exports of leading articles from Great Britain to 
United States during the present year have increased 
prodigiously over the exports of 1846, while there 
bas been a large decrease in the exports to the British 
colonies during the same period. We select sub- 
joined articles from the Times. _ 





£786' To Brith North America there were exported of 
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cambrics, muslins, Jawns, and linens in 1846, 285,- 
693 yards. In 1847, of the same articles, 199,879 
yards. Of lace, gauze, &e. in 1846, 1,914,851 
yards. In 1847, only 857,881 yards. Of thread 
and sewing cotton in 1846, 112,447 Ibs. In 1847, 
only 60,628 pounds and so on of numerous other ar- 
ticles, showing some times a falling off of nearly 
half. Now turn to the exports direct to the United 
States, and we find an increase marked as the de- 
crease just referred to. For example: . 


# 


To the United Siates—thread and sewing cotton 
in 1846, 406,405 lbs. In 1847, 691,747 ibs. Cam- 
brics, muslins and laces in 1846, 374,236 yards.— 
In 1847, 1,131,001 yards. Of lace, gauz, &e in 
1846, 2,541,920 yards. In 1847, 5,784,927 yards. 
Of woollens in 1846, £1,115,744. In 1847, 41,- 
613,008. Of printed and dyed callicoes in 1346, 9,- 
508,214 yards. In 1847, 32,981,858, and so of other 
articles. [Bufi. Com. Adv. 


MEsSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, in re>!y to the resolu- 
tion of the house of re pre sentatives, calling for copies of 
certain information from the executive department: 

To the house of representatives of the United States. 

T have carefully considered the resolution of the house 
of representatives of the 4th inst., requesting the presi- 
dent to communicate any instructions waich may have 
been given to any of the officers of the army or navy of 
the U. S. or other persons, in regard to the return of 
President Gen. Lopez de Santa Anna, or any other 
Mexican of the republic of Mexico, prior or subsequent 
to the order of the president or secretary of war, issued 
in January 1846, for the merch of the army from the 
Nueces across the ‘siupendous deserts’ which intervene, 
to the Rio Grande;'that the dates of all such instructions, 
orders, and correspondence be set forth; together with 
the instructions and orders issued to Mr. Slidell at any 
time prior or subsequent to his departure for Mexico as 
minister plenipotentiary of the U. S. to that ‘republic? and 
requesting the president als., to ‘communicate all the or- 
ders and correspondence ot the government in relation 
to the return of Gen. Paredes.’ 


I transmit herewith reports from the secretary of state, 
secretary of war, and the secretary of navy, with the 
documents accompanying the same, which contain a!! 
the information of the executive whieh ii is deemed 
compatib'e with the public interests to communicate.— 
For turther information relating to the return of Santa 
Anna, I refer to my annual message of December 8th, 
1846. The facts and considerations siated in the mes- 
sage induced the order of the secretary of the navy to 
the commander of the squadron in the Gulf of Mexico, 
a copy of which is herewith communicated. This or- 
der was issued simultaneously with the order to block- 
ade the coasts of Mexico, both bearing date the 13th of 
May, 1846, the day on which the existence of the war 
with Mexico was recognized by congress. It was is 
sued sulely on the views of policy presented in that mes- 
sage, and without any understanding on the subject, 
direct or indirect, with Santa Anna, or auy other per 
gon. 

Gen. Paredes evaded the vigilance of our combined 
forces by land and sea, and made his way back to 
Mexico from the exile into which he had been driven, 
landing at Vera Cruz after that city and the Casile ot 
San Juan d‘Ulloa were in our military occupativn, as 
will appear from the accompanying reporis and docu- 
ments. 

‘The resvlution calls for ‘instructions and orders issued 
to Mr. Siidell at any time prior or subsequent to his de- 
parture for Mexico as minister of the United States to 
that republic.’ The castomary and usual reservation 
contained in calls of either house has been omitte! in 
the resolution before me. 

The call of the house is unconditional It is that the 
information be made public, whether, in the opinion of 
the executive, who is charged by the constitution with 
the duty of conducting foreign negotiations, such infor- 
mation when disclsed would be prejudicial or uot. 

It has been a subjeci of serious deliberation wi.h me 
whether I could, consisten ly with my constitutional du- 
ty and my senge of the public interests involved and to 
be affected by it, violate an important principle, always 
heretofore held sacred by my predecessors, as | should 
do by a compliance with the request of the house. 

President Washington, in a message to the house of 
representative of the 30th of March, 1796, declined to 
comply with a request contained in a resolution of that 
body to lay before them ‘a copy of the instructions to the 
minister of the U. States wiio negotiated the treaty with 
the King of Great Britain, together with the correspon- 
dence aud other documents relative to the said treaty, 
excepting such of said papers as any existing negotia- 
tion may render improper to be disclosed.’ 

In assigning his reasons for declining to comply with 
the call he declared that ‘ithe nature of foreign negoti- 
tions requires caution, and that success must often de- 
pend upon secrecy, and even when brought to a conclu- 
sion a full disclosure of ali the measures, demands, and 
eventual concessions which may have been proposed or 
contemplated, would be extremely impolinc; tor this 
mighi have a pernicious influence on future negotiations, 
or produce immediate inconveniences; perhaps danger 
and mischief in relation to other powers. 

The necessity of such caution and secrecy was one 
cogent reason for vesting the power of making 'reaties 


nate; the principle on which that body was formed con- 
fining it to a small number of members. To admit then 
a right in the house of representatives to demand and to 
have, as a matter of course, all the papers respecting a 
negotiation with a foreign power, would be to establish 
a Cangerous precedent.’ 

In that case the instructions and documents called for 
related to a treaty which had been concluded ard ratifi- 
ed by the president and senate, and the negotietions in 
relation to it had been terminated. Here was an ex- 
prese reservation too, “excepting” from the call all such 
papers as related to any existing negotiations which i 
might be improper to disclose. 

In that case Gen. Washineton deemed it to be a viola- 
tion of an important principle, the establishment of a 
dangerous precedent, and prejudicial to the public inter- 
ests to comply with the cal of the house. 

Without deeming it to be necessary to examine or de- 
cide upon the other reasons assigned by him for his re 
fusal to communicate the information requested by the 
house, the one which is herein recited is in my judg: 
ment conclusive in the case under consideration. 

Indeed the objections to complying with the request 
of the house, contained in the resolution before me, are 
much stronger than those which existed in the case of 
the resolution in 1796 =This resolution calls for the “‘in- 
structicns and orders’’ to the minister of the U. States 
to Mexico, which relate to negotiations which have not 
heen terminated. and which may be resummed. 

The informatien called for respects negotiations which 
the United States offered to open with Mexico, immedi 
ately preceding the commencement of the existing war. 
The instructions given to the minis'er of the U. States, 
relate to the differences between the two countries, out 
of which the war grew. and the terms of adjustment, 
which we were prepared to offer to Mexico, in our anx- 
ietv to prevent the war. 

The differences still remain unsettled, and to comply 
with the call of the house. would be to make public 
through that channel, and to communicate to Mexico, 
now a public enemy, engaged in war, information which 
could not fail to produce serious embarrassments in any 
further negotiations between the two countries. 

I have therefore communicated to congress all the 
correspondence of the minister of the United States to 
Mexico, which in the existing state of our relations with 
that republic can, in my judgment, be at this time com- 
municated without serious injury to the public interest. 

Enter aining this conviction, and with a sincere de- 
sire to furnish any information which may be in pos 
session of the executive department, and which either 
house of congress may at any time request, I regret it 
to be my constitutional right and my solemn duty, un- 
der the circumstances of this case, to decline a com- 
pliance with the request of the house contained tn their 
resolution. JAMES K. POLK. 
Smeal costeiesimemaemeniied 


Tue Late Captain E. Kirsy Smirn. We have 
gleaned from several confidential friends of the late 
Capt. Smitk, the particulars in the following bio- 
graphical sketch of our deeply lamented townsman 
who fell in the battle of Molino del Rey. Our citi- 
zens will be interested in learning more of the ca 
reer of one whom they have highly esteemed as a 
man and @ citizen; and whose military career has 
been a source of pride and gratification to all. 

Captain E. Kirby Smith was born in Litchfield, 
Conn. His father, Judge Joseph Lee Smith, was 
formerly colonel of the 5th infantry, and afterwards 
appointed judge in Florida, to which place he re- 
moved when that territory was ceded to us by Spain, 
Capt. Smith’s mother was the daughter of Colone! 
Ephraim Kirby, one of the order of the Cincinnati, 
and an officer of the war of independence, sharing 
in the perils and honers of a series of battles, from 
Buuker’s Hill to Yorktown. 

Inheriting a taste for military life, Capt. Smith at 
an early age made choice of the profession of arms, 
and graduated at the age of eighteen at the Military 
Academy at West Point. From that time until he 
was ordered to Corpus Christi he was stationed from 
time to time at nearly all the military posts on our 
northern frontier, performing his military duties 
with a precision and zeal that entitled him to the 
reputation he bore of being an admirable disciplina- 
rian, and a thorough soldier. 

Two years ago last August he left Detroit, his last 
station at the north, in command of five companies of 
the 5th regiment’ for the Nueces, and ihe tollowing 
March found him on the banks ofthe Rio Grande. Ai 
Palo Alto his rank gave him the command of one of 
the sides «f the square in which his regiment received 
and repelled the shock of two thousand, Mexican ca- 
valry——and the next day at the still fiercer batile ot Re- 
saca de la Patina, he was five hours in the ravine in the 
thickest of the fight, being one of the first to enter it 
af er the skirmishers and remaining until the battle was 
over. From the report of the colonel of the segiment, 
(which owing to his wounds was not published nil maiy 
months after the action,) it appears that Capt. Smith, 
with @ portion of his regiment under his commaud, “en- 
gaged the enemy atsome of his gups aud carried them.” 
| Soon afier these battles, the sudden death of his tacher 
made a visit to the United States necessary, and a sick- 
ness in New Orleans on his return detained him too 
long fur the taking ot Monterey—a circumstance which 











iu the president with the advice and ccasent of the se- 


he deplored at the time, ae an opportuni'y lost to distin- 
‘guish himeelf jn hie profession 











— 


—_—_ 


He was ordered on to Saliito with Gen. Wort ions UND! 


vision, where he remained till Gen. Scott ordered _ i: 





troops to besiege Vera Cruz. At the disembarka:; DIATION 
the troops below the city, he was attached as a ment ys Be 
jor toa battalion under the command of Lt. Col. advise free! 
Smith, acting as light infantry. He remained with | 3 jnister at . 
battalion till he fought hie last batile at Molino dej ts ov may fi 
at which time it was composed of eight companies .2; Matation, PUT 
from the sickness of the colonel, the entire comm ized, al8O, 
devolved upon him. . of dollars. 
At the battle of Churubusco, writes Major Kirby, 4, xas, 23 
rallied the battalion under a dreadful fire, at a cri ? late to 
moment, and his conduct was the theme of unj pu the sli 
admiration.” Few officers possess the rare faculty o fal 
rallying men when they have once broken, and are uecess't 
ing under a devastating fire of grape shot, as it requires fed the 
tad over men which bravery alone can never crey, Amo! snnexall 
is success in this brilliant feat of arms proves that he nolicy havi 
possessed this power, and yet it is worthy of remark 4 fsvown both 
a characteristic of the man, that he does not menj well as b 
the circumstance in his own account of the battle, m or the 
ly saying of himself ‘that his feei were twice koe ver thoug 
rom under him by acannon shot,” and he “thai 75 the pr 
God that he escaped unhurt.” 4 these a 
In the fatal field of Molino del Rey he is said to hpi Unit 
led his battalion with a gallantry that commande; Ame the Uait 
admiration of the whole army. ‘An old cfficer, precy ampounced 8S 
says “his brilliant courage shone most conspicuous, aj iled in 18; 
he sealed his devotion to his country by the Surrender (im€ did inde 
his life.” exican go 
The unqualified applause of the ever memorable ym settling | 
teran of Lundy’s Liane, and Chippewa, is ample tej apes” anc 
mony to his skill as a commander; while the “ieasqilly other all 
his sorrowing company”’ as they bore their beloved nd were p 
tain from the noise of the battle-field, speak in trum wen 6 
tones of the kindness and generosity of his heart. ray taey 
It remains now for his weeping friends to bear thm! 5204 
testimony to his noble qualities as a man; and it isy On my ing 
too much to say, that a truer, more unselfish friend, 844, i mad 
wariner hearted, more affectionate son, a more deyo jon either i 
attentive husband, a kinder and more honorable age, for 1 b 
high minded man never lived. Meepossibie atti 
he deep grief which pervaded all classes of thiscomMMiates, and 
munity when the news of his sudden and untm sieved it 1 
death reached us, and the heartielt sympathy cvingl was befor 
by all for his afflicted family are grateful tribotes tof pg eae 
memory. [Syracuse Y. Y. Jour, 
peasure, an 
a ere awake 


THE HISTORY OF ANNEXATIOJ 
BY EX—PRESIDENT JONES. 
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LETTER II. 


and the gr 

Barrington, November 13th, 1841. Bfhan | did mi 

To Hamilton Stuart, esq., pst of my ce 
Editor of Galveston ( Texas) Civilian and Ga s] “yor I 
Dear sir: On the first Monday of Sept., 1844 oe seid 
was elected to the presidency of Texas, and on ot a. 


24th of that month General Houston lefi the sea 


. “ 
government; and from that time to near the clos Ne be ct 
his term, the duties of his office, which I could pay promptly 


perly discharge, were devolved upon me. Abq 
this time { received information through our chat 
in London that the English government had exp 
ed a willingness to make very favorable commer 
arrangements with Texas, offering her some ad 


fa similar 
rench minis 
g difficultie: 
nee. Place 


os un le 
tages and to endeavor to procure an acknowl sda all th ‘ 
ment of her independence from Mexico, provided ny, ie Nag 


would pledge herself to the mainterance of thes 

Opposed myself to entangling aliiances, with bi 
pean powers particularly, though desiring to bt 
terms entirely friendly with them, and all othet 
tiuns, and feeling confident in the success of | 
great issue then before the American people 0 
annexation question, I promptly resolved to dt 
these proposals, or to speak more correctly this 

of proposals. I trusted to be able in a few m 

to place both the question of annexation te 
question of independence before the people of 14 
simultaneously, and to let them decide, as ° 


quality 7 ve 
the provin 
ily on the s 
f itto them 
bh years’ was 
pulous thar 
Vailages w, 
bot anu disc 
eculive offi 
Hecling ins 
Said at an 


, aiunexatior 
they were entitled to, the ail important Issue, Hered mignt 
that | had no right to decide a matter ievoln fices of Ling 
nationality for them, and if ] had had the righ’ ode. Or ha 


tha: the question was too momentous for any’ 
masses to wield. There had, indeed, been ud 
the history of Texas when all the people wou i 
rejoiced at and heartily embraced a proposttih ere gained, 
should have secured them independence per Ne United 's 
nity from the enemy, for in 1839 a alg yMesUlS and cu; 
celebrated between Texas aud Engiand, af he “continge 
the former country stipulated to pay the Brits , alerially sot! 
ers of Mexican bonds in London, five oe ME""Saries, fa 
dollars, if England shoul, within a ceria wmmeese and the 
procure an acknowledgement of our eer Mes lo slide iy 
trom Mexico;—and subsequently, in al Me governine 
cret agent and two ministers plenipotentit ople, 
successively sent to Mexico for a similar ee Having dete 
The latter was told in his instructions {rom * sued, | res 


gsirung prete 
Yer the alter 
bt some ul 


department under date of March 22d, 109°) GiBo camo, 

will perceive that her Britannic majesty’ f ome, ma” 
ment, has offered its interposition and me Texas auj 
the settiement of the differences exist!0S | die), 1845, “y 


thie country and Mexico, and the primary ° 


| dject of ‘ 
your mission is so to open and conduct sue aun 
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1. Worth’s :. Miitions, UNDER THE AUSPICIOUS INFLUENCE OF THAT 
rdered off th me paTION, a8 it is hoped will lead to the establish- 
nbarkation oa of a permanent peace, You will therefore 


AS ACtir ’ ly with Mr. Pakenham, H. B. majesty's 
Li. Col. CR bor Mexico, as to the PRELIMINARY measures 


ined with ih im nd it necessary to adopt, and after consul- 
ha del Rey ee such Sans, etc.” They were author- 
ne yes “ee also, to offer a sum not exceeding five millions 
mmand of dollars. At this time had England proposed that 
jor Kirby, {,Mlipexas, a8 @ preliminary to independence should 
re, at 8 criti ioulate to maiotain the same, there would not have 
1 Of Univery/leen the slightest objection, | presume made, and if 
rare faculty gM ocessful the people would no doubt gladly have 
be Sd ‘ang tified the agreement; for at the time, the question 
BS 11 requires: annexation was considered as entirely dead, its 
‘ash ey olicy having been condewned as 1 have before 
of enna hown both by the government and people of Texas 
S not mentig well as by those of the United States; Mr. Paken- 
1¢ battle, mepAmimbam or the British government therefore probably 
twice knockefiminever thought of it. : 
ind he “thank To the principles and objects of this “‘convention”’ 


id these missions, slight objection was made either 
nthe United States or Texas, nor were they de- 
punced as *treason.’’ As annexation had entirely 
Mriled in 1837 before the government of the Union, 
» did independence fail as completely before the 
exican government in 1840-1. Both these modes 


is said to hy 
ommanded thy 
officer, presen 
nspicuous, a 
he surrenderof 


memorable wm! settling their difficulties had thus become “sour 
is ample teyj apes” ard the people of Texas saw or thought of 
le the “tearing other alternative but to “fight it out of them,” 
eir beloved nd were perfectly willing to adopt it;—and as ] 
pen is val ave often stated, the only question was whether the 


ar should be offensive or defensive. 


ds to bear th On my induction to the presidential office in Dec., 


oh as 844, 1 made no allusiun to the subject of annexa- 
1» more devoslmmmion eitber in my inaugural address or annual mes- 
honorable age, for 1 believed that it was in the most favorable 


wssible attitude before the congress of the United 


sses Of thiscommmMiates, and on that account as well as on others, I 
) and untim jieved it ost proper for me not to touch it while 
mpathy evine@it was before that body. If my silence on the sub- 
I tribates t0lReot induced the belief that | was opposed to the 


 Y. Y. Jom, measure, and any new jealousies or apprehensions 


—_ ere awakened in the bosoms of members of that 
= X A T|ONMmpongresa it did no harm either to the cause of annex. 
:. jon or independence or to the interests of the coun 
ry, but on the contrary, tended most emphatically to 
promote all these objects, | had a right to be silent; 
and the grave keeps not its counsels more safely 
ban | did mine. i saw no object but the best inter. 
st of my country and | steadily pursued that object 
s] think is now demonstrated by results. I de. 
ived no one. ‘The American minister was assured 
the government of Texas would maintain such 
n altstude towards the question of annexation that 

a proposition for it should come from his govern. 


or 13th, 1841. 


ian and Gaz 


Sept., 18H, 
tas, and ont 
left the seat 


cat the : pent, it. would be received with welcome and fairly 
ich I could a4 promptly submitted to the people.” Assurances 
on me. fa similar tenor were given to the British and 
ugh oe S rench ministers in relation to a settlement of exist- 
“oipestes. g difficulties with Mexico on the basis of indepen 


nee. Piaced in the very delicate and peculiar cir 


er some ad umstances [ was, occupying the position I did to- 


; acknowl ards ali these friendly powers, this seemed all that 
co, Pb uly, policy, or honor requised of me. Frankness is 
oce oO} h Bs quality ] very much admire, but I did not esteem 
es, wit pe (De province of Texas to read other natious a ho- 
oe re ily on the subject, by affording exciusive examples 
nd allo (fae ‘ttotbem. She had suffered sufficiently trom a 

ae ote’ ears’ war with a power one hundred times more 
in peop ial pulous than herself and stvod in need of ail the 
olved bets Vailages which the proper maintenance of a pru- 
rectly 4 Mut anu discreet silence on the part of her chief 
in a few id keculive officer could give her in relation to matters 
zation Tes wecling in some degree her very existence. Had 
pose 7 sald at any time that 1 was decidedly in favor 
pide, we | 8inexalion, whatever the terms and conditions 
ant nes ing Hered mignt be, 1 should at once have lost the good 
rT eee mices Of Kingland and France in favor of the other 
d the os wife’: Or had | expressed to the American charge 
(“ 4 on tied gs\tubg preterence tor annexation as finally offered, 
d, Call Ver the allernative of independence, | should have 
opie ‘jon tie t some ui the advantages for my country which 
rapos!" ere gained, and more which 1 hoped to gain frum 


ce aud" ' 
dence am Me United States government, by keeping their 


a ee Bells and Commissaries in doubt un the sudject.— 
aot, od he “contingencies” of annexation would have been 
the mull alerially Ssoltened if | could have been let alone by 
five ait | “ssaries, factionists, and dis organizers; and it 
| 2 sndepe fe and the demagogues in Texas who were anx- 
ur 1840-1) * ty lo slide into office on the hobby, or break down 
potential rans bud been frowned down by the 
imilar purr 

ad nd 2 the naving determined upon the course proper to be 
294, 1841i—' a resolvcd to maintain my position, and that 
majesty’ tome - or threats, trom whatever source they might 
and media q’ “Hould drive me from it. The ninth congress 


€xas au 
eb., 1845, 
dject of a;, 


Journed its regular session op the 3d of 
without having legisiated at all on the 
NeXalion, and it was left by that bedy 


existing a 
rimaty 
Fuet such! 





entirely to the control of the executive, who was 
charged with the whole responsibility of the mea. 
sure whatever shape or form might be given to it by 
the government of the United States. Shortly after- 
wards, I received intelligence from Mexico through 
our distinguished citizen, Don J. Antonio Navarro, 
so long confined in the dunzeons of Mexico by Gen. 
Santa Anna, and just liberated and returned home, 
as well as from other sources, that Gen. Herrera— 
who had succeeded the former chieftain in the pre- 
sidency of Mexico—was very favorably disposed to 
peace, indeed that he had come into power on that 
account. The British and French governments, 
early aware of this favorable disposition, and desir- 
ing to render it available for a pacification, sent 1m- 
mediate instruction, by swift sailing vessels, to their 
ministers here to renew the offer of their good offices 
to Texas in endeavoring to obtain a settlement of 
our difficulties with Mexico. These vessels having 
delivered their despatches at Galveston sailed imme. 
diately for Vera Cruz, with, as I suppose, similar 
instructions to their diplomatic representatives at the 
court of our enemy; and were kept for some time in 
the gulf for the purpose no doudt of facilitating a 
communication between the French and English 
ministers in Mexico and their colleagues here; such 
a communication between persons engaged as these 
ministers were in a common cause; the cause of hu- 
manity and peace, being very proper and necessary 
to be consiantly kept up. It was feared perhaps, 
that some sudden revulsion of parties in Mexico 
might throw Herrera out of power and [ certainly 
thought it best to ‘‘make hay while the sun shone.” 
This | think, also, was the sentiment of Lord Aber- 
deen and Mons. Guizot. ‘hese vessels were kept 
engaged for some time in carrying despatches be. 
tween Galveston and Vera Cruz, and the celerity of 
their movements created considerable excitement in 
the United States, and some two or three editors of 
highly influential newspapers, offended, perhaps, be- 
cause copies of these despatches were not furnished 
for the press, were very abusive of their authors, 
charging them with the worst and basest “intrigues” 
—charges which, reiterated all over the Union, 
and remuining unnoticed and uncontradicted by the 
parties, obtained many believers amoug the credu- 
lous and uninformed. 


In March, 1845, these ministers waited upon me, 
and shewed me their instructions. The good offices 
tendered had been frequently invoked by Texas, and 
long before I was connected with the executive gov. 
ernment, and whether good policy or not, 1 did not 
feel at liberty to refuse them now. It was probable 
indeed that the annexation resvlutions had passed, in 
some form or other, but the instructions to these 
ministers had been sent out from London and Paris 
at a period when there was very little hope enter. 
tained that those resolutions would succeed in any 
form at all, or that Texas would accept. They had 
been sent in good faith and in a spirit of kinduess 
evidently, and I think I should have been wholly un- 
justifiable before the people of Texas and the world, 
if 1 bad refused them. ‘To those disposed to cavil 
on this subjee!, and to the wost devoied friend of an- 
nexalion that ever lived in this great Union, I say, it 
could by no possibility do harm. If jealousy of Eu. 
ropean powers had been the efficient cause of the im. 
mense change of sentiment in the United States 
which had taken place in less than two years in its 
favor, it might be well to keep this jealousy alive a 
little lopger. The old proverb, “itere is many a 
slip” ete., might apply. The annexation measure 
only obtained in the senate by one vole,—a little re 
action in public opinion might change many voies 
perhaps, and the question had to be referred to ano- 
ther congress for ‘‘final action,” and might therefore 
be lost. [t behooved the friends of the measure to 
be prudent. ‘The secretary of state of the United 
States, Mr. Buchanan, bears te-limony to tne effi 
ciency of this muvemeut for the purpose now refer- 
red to, in bis despatch to Mr. Doneison of the 15:h 
June, 1845, where he says, *1 regret that I have not 
time beiore the departure of the messenger to ex- 
press to you, as | could desire, the feelings of indig- 
uation which the conduct uf Capt. Elliot has excited 
throughout this country. These are not confined to 
any perty, but pervade the whole community. One 
of its goud effects has been to render us, to a very 
great extent, a UNITED PEOPLE on the question of an- 
nexali.n.” {1 was determined to procure entire har- 
moby and uuanimily in the United States on this 
subject and it appears from this “emotion” of Mr. 
Bucha.vn that | succeeded tolerably well. 

But even admilting that the measure bad become 
so strong in the Uniied States as to be in no furthe: 
need of support there, still the acknowledgment oi 
our independence by Mexico which was obtained by 
these guod offices, alfurded the former a very power 
jul argument with the latter, as was long since seen. 
Mr, Siudeli urged it as aw sain reason in his curres- 




































































































nondence; and the people of Mexico feeling the force 
of the act, afterwards sought to escape from its ef- 
fects by overturning the government, and General 
Paredes adroitly seizing the preioxt, made it th 

means of placing himse!f in power, snd subsequently 
on the return of Gen. Santa Anne from Cuba, ina 
manifesto to the people exculpatory of his own con- 
duct and inculpating that of his successors he charg- 
ed as one of the enormities of Herrera, that “He 
HAD HASTENED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE INDEPENDENCE 
or Texas!” And the president of the United States 
in his annual message transmitted to congress in 
December, 1845, says in relation tothis subject.— 
“Treaties of commerce and navigation had been 
concluded with her (Texas) by different nations and 
it had become manifest to the whole world that 
any further attempt on the part of Mexico to con- 
quer her or to overthrow her government, would be 
vain. Even Mexico herself had become satisfied of 
this fact; and whilst the question of annexation was 
pending before the people of ‘Texas, during the past 
summer, the government of Mexico, by a formal act, 
agreed to recognize the independence of Texas on 
condition that she would not annex herself to any 
other power. The agreement to acknowledge the 
independence of Texas, whether with or without 
this condition is conclusive against Mexico. The 
independence of Texas is a fact conceded by Mexico 
herself, and she had no right or authority to pre- 
scribe restrictions as to the form of governinent, 
which Texas might afterwards choose to assume.’ 
Mr. Buchanan also says of the arrangement in the 
same despatch to which | have alluded above, “but 
what is far worse on his (Capt. Elliot’s) part, by 
obtaining the consent of Mexicu to the independence 
of Texas, he had deprived that power ot ‘the only 
miserable pretext which tt had for a war with the United 
States.’” 


I could accept the gcod officers of F. anes and Enz 
land thus tendered by their respective -ninisters and- 
prescribe the terms of a preiiaimary treaty: and [ 
promised those ministers that if signed by the execu- 
tive of Mexico with the consent of her congress, | would 
submit the proposition it coniained, im goud faith, to 
the people of Texas, and carry out their will when 
expressed; but nothing more. This pledze I sunse~ 
quently fulfilled amid a storm of violent avuse,” for 
Capt. Elliot went to Mexico as I advised and reques- 
ted him to do, and in two months returned with the 
treaty signed ond sealed, with the consent of congress, 
thus beating Gens. Taylor and Scvtt’s more recent 
efforts for such a purpose. as much in the time and 
meuns expended, as in the favorable character of the 
terms obtained. 

This treaty gave independence to Texus on the 
sole conditivu of her qiatmtaiomg the same without 
indemnity, with the boundar of the Ri» Grande as 
claimed by her; providing in case of dispute, for the 
appointment of Umpires who should decide. {| am 
well satisfied that tne boundary questions could 
have been settled satisfactorily to both parties, 
and the ‘‘conditiou,” able jurists believe, would have 
been null and void ab tnilio, and that the law of tne 
Mexican congress empowering thetr minister of for- 
eign affairs lo negotiate a treaty with Texas, was of it- 
self, acknowledgment of ‘Texian Independence, full 
and ample; the rt ht to treat, implying sovereignty. And 
if al} other matters belween tue two countries had 
been amicably svitled, and all angry feelings allowed 
to subside between their people, the “condition” 
would have been, in less than five years, yielded [ 
doubt not, by Mexico, for less th. what it costs the 
United States to suppurt a single regiment of suldiergs 
nalf that time; tor she would nave seen that in real. 
icy she had no interests involved in its continuance, 
uuless adversely. 

Ou the other hand, had the government of the U. 
States adopted the aiteraative of negotiation preserib- 
ed in the ibird section of the joint resolution for an- 
,exation instead of the oue tiey did, it requires no 
very profound observer to see that T’exas would, by 
ihe pendency of so favorabie an otter tor peace and 
independence, have been in a situation ty ask and to 
vbiain better lerms in a treaty tor annexation, than 
she would otherwise have been; so thatin every way 
the subject can be viewed the count.y would have 
oeen benefited by this * pretininary treaty,” 

‘Those whvu so irequently harp on the wurds “‘trea- 
son and traiior’ in reference to this arrangement 
with Mexico, forget that [ was not at toat time ac- 
ung for the United Siates. If any one has the curi- 
osity to look, he will find iv the archives of this 
country, a parchment scroll, on which is written the 
tulluwing oath, signed by wy name and sworn to 
by me in presence of Go! and the assembled con- 
zress of the nation—‘l Anson Juves, president of 
we republic of ‘Texas, do solemnly and siocerety 
s»car that | will faithtully execute the duties of my 
uflice, aud to the best of my abilities, preserve, pro- 
vect and defend the coustitutiva of the repuolic,”— 
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Some muy thidk this a me.e form, | believe it is so} these governments.-nor ean I ct j eee S 
ae ; ’ ever cater to a corrupt, it was t t 
considered in Mexlco—but I did not so regard it. taste by becoming a senseless and unjust adeoet rr as triumphantly defeated, only about Seven 


About the Ist of April Mr. Donelson arrived at|: 
Washington (Texas) with the annexation resolutions | ; 
as passed by ihe congress of the United States. His 
letter communicating these resolutions and the elec- 
tion by the president of the first two sections as the 
alternative to be presented to Texas, was handed me 
for examination on his arrival, but was not formally 
delivered to the secretary of state, 1] believe, until 
about the 10th or 12th of that month; immediately 
after which I summoned congress to meet, although 
I was lying dangerously sick, and nearly unable to 
attend to any business at the time. The day fixed 
upon was the i6th of Jnne. This period was ap- 
pointed at the special request and instance of the 
American minister, he stating that he would have to 
visit his home, having left in great haste, and could 
not be back to Texas before about the day he had 
named; and that he wished to return a short time 
previous to the meeting, as he would probably have 
jurther communicaticns tomake. At the time I cal 
led congress the water courses throughout the coun- 
try were generally overflowed, and it was very evi 
dent the members cou]: tot be assembled in Jess 
than sixty days, which was the time given. I men- 
tion these facts unimportant as they may now appear 
merely because my alledged delay in calling congress 

made at the time the foundation of tne charge that 
] had positively ‘sold ‘he country to the British,” 
ard that they “would be down upon Texas in a few 
days « ith an army to take possession, aid to defeat 
annexation.” cic. ec. ect, 


veriest tribulation, that they sympathized with her 
in misfortunes, and rejoiced with her in prosperity. 
During the darkest hours of 1842-3 Texas had no firm 
er or more useful friend than Capt. Elliot, H. B. M. 
charge d’affairs. 
in every foreign difficulty and cheered and sustained 
it amid every discouragement. 
charge d’sffairs of his majesty the king of the French, 
Tones is also indebted for much kindness and friend 
ship. 


hem; for I can never forget the fact that they were 
he firm and efficient friends of Texas in the day of 


He stood by the government .in 


To M. de Saligny 


The conduct of both these gentlemen in all 
their intercourse with the government of Texas, so 
far as I have had an opportunity of observing, was 
always characterized by the nicest propriety, in eve 


ry respect and by the most scrupulous integrity and 
honor. 


About the Ist of May, I issued a proclamation 
calling a convention to act upon the proposition of 
annexa‘ion and any other proposition concerning the 
nationality of Texas; and, if thought proper, to form 
a constitution for Texas asa state of the Union;-—- 
and apportioning the representation of the state.— 
My motives for this were, to hasten and ensure suc 
cess to the measure of annexation agreeably to the 
expressed will of the people and at the same time to 
settle and put to rest two very exciting domestic 
questions; the seat of government and the basis of 
representation. The congress of the republic was 
so constituted, that about one third of the popula 
tion had a majority in that body over the other two 





When the decision of the governet of the Unit- 
ed Dd.» » »..- communicated to me by Mr. Donelson, | 
J expressed the surpire wen dient, atthe alterna.’ 
tive adopted, as] believed that by the other eUUe; | 
(negotiation) the Texas question could be settied 
without war, and that by the method selecte j for the 
annexation of Texas war would ims ediately follow 
its consummation I ifloraed him that, altho gh | 
might desire in behalf of Texus, on some accounts, 
the other alternative still I] believed, by the one cho- 
sen, immediate annexation would be most safely 


thirds. This had always been a most exciting theme. 
The west compiained that they had borsetue brunt 
of the war always, and that their nu ubers had been 
decreased by it, and immigration to their section pre- 
vented. The oiher sections complaied that they had 
the burthen of taxation to bear, and that the 
west received all the benefit in consequence of the 
unequal representation. Svon alter | made the call 
for the meeting of congress 1 was informed tha’ 
some highly respectable and influential menibers of 
the majority had declared “that they had the power 





eflected, and that the peopie of Texas would gener 
ally be satisfied with it; atallevents that it was un 
necessary to discuss that point, believing the presi- 
dent‘ of the United States, having made his election 
once, had concluded himself by the terms of the 
“joint resolutions,” and that even if they were _re- 
ferred to his discretion again he could not alter the 
decision made already, and more especially as Mr. 
Tyler who first made the election was out of office. 
1 assured Mr. Dovelson that the preposition whatever 
my. individual opinions of it might be should be fairly 
and promptly submitted to congress, and to the zeo- 

leof Texas—which | conceived was all the power 
Thad a right to, or which | could consistently exer- 
cise over it. 

The correspondence between Mr. Donelson and 
the secretary uf state being very generally published, 
it seems only necessary that | should allude to one 
fact in relation to it 
protection; etc., given by Mr. Murphy on a tormer 
occasion, were renewed by Mr. D. and that in asking 
these pledges I was not actuaicd by any unirieudly 
feeling towards annexativn, | believed it a duty and 
a@ proper precaution. 


Feeling weil satisfied that the people of Texas} estabiished. 
would accept the proposition for annexation to the} 
great mother country, | deemed it justly due to the 
friendly feelings which woth the govern ents of | months eariler, at least, than it could have been it J 
France and England had on al! occasions shown to—/| pad waited for the congress tu act upon the matter, 
wards Texas during the time I had been connected! and two most ditficull and exciting domestic ques 
with the esecutive government of tie country, to! tious harmoniously settied, and as | hupe, forever. 
send Over a winisler io exXpre-s on Dehall of the gov- | 
ernment of Texas the gratelul sentiments eatertamed same day, with almost entire unaniuuity, acceptes 


for them; to annvunce the fact that we bad been in 


Vited to Join the great confederacy of kinured states, | | received infurmation, frow the mosi reliadle and 
aud i the people of Texas should decide in favor of | authentic sources, thal emissaries and tacuonisis 


the proposition the executive would feel tt his sole st 


and close vur relations with them, in a proper man 
ner, eic. 
wrong or even unnecessary. 


try lorever, il appeared to me that aunexation wa 


not absoiulely ceriain, and that such a siep under the 
circumsiances, would be entirely unwise and iupo- 


inue. We might -gain, as on so many other occa 
gious, Wanttheir iavor. 


aud Englacd when we no Jonger seemed to necd thei 


yood vices, would buve teen very popular with 
some, bet | tiad Ho d.spr sition to ve pupular wits 


euch: J bave peser been ile culogist of either o 


This is that the pledges of 


1 think bo gentleman will believe this was 
lt is true, there nay 
be some who thought, that as suon as Texas was 
tolerably secure of annexation, iit would ve best to 
kick away the ladver by which she had ascended to 
it, but independent of the fact tha. sueh unworthy 
and uicivil conduct would bave disgraced the cuun- 


Denunciations of France 


now in congress and would keep it in the state go- 
|vernment by so apportioning the convention as to 
| perpetuate the old basis.” If this were so I was 
| well aware it would give rise tu a most angry discus- 
sion, and perhaps procrastinate the action of con- 
gress for months, and might defeat annexation by 
delay. The question of a basis of representation 
| carried with it the question of the seat of govern 
ment, a question which at one time came very near 
dissolving the government itself. The east, north, 
and middle were willing to let Austin remain as the 
seat of government if the apportionment of repre- 
sentation could be made equal. To this however it 
was understood or at least feared the majority might 
not agree. In this situation, 1 determined upon 
calling the eonvention myself. I fixed an equitable 
basis of representation and the peuple throughout 
the country generally acquiesced in the measure.— 
Congress met and transacted its importaot business 
,and adjourned after a session of léss than two weeks. 
The convention meta few days afterwards at Aus- 
tin, confirmed that place as the seat of government 
of the state, and im the constitution which they fram- 
ed perpetuated the basis of representation which | 
Thus was the great question of annex 
ation secured from danger aud wuch probaole delay, 
the convention brought together sume two or three 








The convention met on the 4ib Juiy, aud on the 


‘| the proposition for aunexation. Nut long afterwards 


‘ 1] were at work and that a majority of trom two tu 
duty to Carry their wiil into effect; and at a suilable | five in the convention were in favor of woolishing 
time tu tuke @ respectiul leave of those governments 


the existing governivent aud estaViishing a provis 
-} sion one tn its place. 
everything into confusion ana dete .t annexation ai 


and that in such a situation we could not either pe 


ces buve been enabled to deleat it. 


- | heved. 


c 


posed that body. Faction was thus rebuked, 
ganizers and emissaries silenced, and annexat; 
again saved to the country. From this time [ had 

further material control over the question of aber, 
ation and my duties in connexion with it bean. 
merely ministerial. 
the whole peopl-, where it of right belonge: 
they, true to the land of their birth an@ to 


This 1 knew would throw 


together. | felt a strong conviction that avarehy aad 
civil war would necessariy ensue, (fur the people 
ihad conferred no such puwers ou tne convention) 


pare for admission into the Union or be admitted is 
we were prepared; fur the oppovents of the measure 
si in the United Siates, would under such circumstai- 
This. all the 
true and discreet friends of anvexation saw and be- 
Sv soon as I conveniently couid, therefure, 
I hasiened with some of my cadmet to Austin. The 
friends of good order and of annexation prevailed, 
for, two weeks after, the proposition to abolish the 
goverment coming belure the cunvention, in @ re 


members voting for it out of the sixty one who com 


disor. 


1 had placed it in the hands of 
i, and 


( thei 
American feelings, resolved to make a sacrifice of 


independence and their nationality, and to enter the 
great confederacy of kindred states. After perforg, 
ing the various duties devolved upon me by the con. 
vention, incidental to the change from a Separate 
republic to a confederate, | handed over the govern, 
ment on the 19th February, 1847, to the authorities 
chosen by the people under the new constitution, 
The republic ceased and Texas commenced her ca. 
reer as a state of the A‘nerican Union. 

I have thus given a faint and imperfect sketch of 
the negotiations concerning annexati n conducted of 
controlled by me, and of matters incidental to them, 
Very faint and imperfect it must necessarily be, fy 
itextends overa period of nearly five years, anj 
embraces transactions which took place at five dif. 
ferent and distinct courts. These were years of jp. 
cessant and wearisome toil, day and night, an of 
intense and unremitting anxiety to me, and haye 
made deep impressions upon my health and constity. 
tion, which | shall carry with me to my grave. | 
is not yet time fo write the history of these labors, 
or the events connected with them, for they are ye 
too recent, and too much mixed up with the feeling 
of meu and the interests of parties. I have nor q. 
lemped a history, norshalil. [ have sketched a 
ortline and leave to others to do the suby-ct full jus 
tice, at the proper time, and to accord to me ani 
each and all of my associates and co-laborers, our 
due share of praise or of blame. 


The question, * How were the independence an 
annexation of Texas accomplished?” is [ think ap 
ewered. Nothing was to be gamed either of Mico 
or the United States by begzing or remaining a sup 
pliant. Texas assu ned an erec! posture. She pla. 
ed herself ina proper attitude before the world —six 
cultivated the friendship of the most influential na 
tions—she took care to impress them with correc 
sentiments in regard to her vast undeveloped resour- 
ces and her ultimate importance in an agricultural 
and commercial point of view—she eniisted their 
interests in her behalf. The iaterests of these grea 
powers happened to be adverse and different. She tout 
a proper advantage of thal cireu:;nstance. Sire took 
especial care Lo soothe and never to wound the prile 
and vanity of Mexico. Sne pursued annexatio saul 
independence al the same time, opeuly and fairly. 
Europe wished the one to result Decause she thvugii 
it would be favorable tu her commercial, waritias 
and manutacturing ioterests. A uerica wished ili 
other pecause she deemed it more Consisteut lo lef 
peculiar interests; and ao iniense civaley aud je 
lousy being awakened, the action and reac:io dl 
these nations upon each other reciprucaily, an! ol al 
upon Mexico, vas of a maguilude and efficicncy pm 
portionate to their greatness, power, and niluedt 
Texas was satisfied to obtain the offer of indepa 
dence, or annexation, or both together, and hive lt 
privilege of choosing which she would take al 
which she wouid reject. The greai cowpeiillit 
weul on, becoming frum day to day mure aod mit 
active, and each partly pursuing tts favorite schollt 
and using all its power avu wfluence to accouplt 
it. Th: American minister was, in good luk, 
use his own forcible iunguage in a desp:ten Ww! 
government—"in a whirlwind of emotion” 
English and French oainisters, drought uy, perl? 
ia a different schuol of dipsomacy, may v tne 
fered themselves to become sv deeply atfected, b 
they evinced a very earnest anxiety on the sudj® 
Io the meantine Texas flourisned, happy and! 
nate in having so many great aai goud irieuds,# 
laughed at the treaty of Mexico. Que way of 
uiher, as am inevitable resuit vt this diplomacy, 
would be obiiged tu louse Texas, aud saurtlly. 
luv had to chose belween “peace with We W 
and indepeusence of annexation aod ats couillj 
cies.” Sie disliked both, but uader the scre4 
latter, she chose the wormer. Pexas chuse We la: 
the dvors to both being at last opeued. Theo 
ef M.xico wa8'made ai least six munths tov Isl 
her, aud her offer of independence was rejcel 
‘Tois is a “cousd uavarnisied tale of my * 
course.” «J have now told with— what drugh " 
cuarms, w bat conjurstion, and wirat uighly © 
(with such proceedings 1 am charged wil): 
| won iwoependence and aunexation for #)” 
try. 1f 1 am wrong im any particular let oe 
of my tegotiauun show it, They muy oll” 








{| port from ibe “oumanites on the state of the uattou 
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[ do not recollect that there «as ever a des- 


, or letter, sent from or received at the state de- 
t marked either ‘‘secret” or ‘‘confidential” 
hile it wasunder my charge or control. There 
i , not even a ‘secret letter book,” which is, I be- 
ber usual with nearly all governments. The 
“hole correspondence was of a public character, 
“ every citizen of the country had access to it at 
Cee gah gram 
] will now close this letter with one remark per- 
sonal to myself. I have never sought to be popular 
by making a stalking horse of annexation and riding 
on it into popular favor. I was contented to he de 
nounced hy my enemies, and even suspected by my 
friends, 28 opposed to it when the interests of the 
country and the position Texas occupied towards 
the United States, England, France, and Mexico, re- 
yired a discreet silence on my part; but if ever an- 
nexation should go out of favor in Texas, ( which I 
hope may never be the case) my enemies, I fear, will 
be then able to prove that but for me it would never 
have taken place, and that | was always its devoted 
friend. All I claim for myself is having accomplish- 
ed,in spite of every difficulty and every obstacle, 
the great objects I sought, and uninfluenced by cla- 
mor, or abuse, or threats, of having pursused one 
yniform and consistent course on the subject of an- 
nexation from 1836 to 1846, that is, from the birth, 
to the death of the republic. 
“Nec tardum opperior, 
‘‘Nec praecedentibus insto.” 
Yours truly, 
ANSON JONES. 
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THE CASE OF GENERALS SCOTT AND 
WORTH. 





The following Jetter, which we find in the Sc. 
Louis Republican of Dec. 2U, over the signature of 
“Gomez,” contains interesting information concern- 
ing the origin of the unhappy difficulty between Gen. 
Scottand Gen. Worth, which has since led, as our 
readers are aware, to the arrest of the latter. The 
facts set forth appear reliable, as they are embodied 
in the official documents: 

“To a correct understanding of the merits of the 
controversy, it is proper to remark, that the first 
cause of complaint on the part of Brevet Maj. Gen. 
Worth, against the general-in-chief, was the unquali- 
fied disapprobation by the latter of the terms of ca- 
pitulation entered ixto by the former, with the muni- 
cipal authorities of the city of Puebla, in his advance 
upon, and occupation of, that city. General Worth, 
it will be recollected, was directed by General Scott 
to act with his division as the advance corps of the 
army, until reaching and occupying Puebla. As a 
matter of history, and for the purpose of permitting 
every man to draw his own conclusions of the just- 
hess or unfairness of Gen. Scott’s disapproval of the 
terms of that capitulation, I deem it due to all con- 
cerned, to insert a copy of the capitulation itself. It 
is in these words: 

“General: If, as is to be supposed, you are possess- 
ed of a true and ardent love of your country, it will 
hot appear strange that the first sentiment which the 
municipality of Puebla manifests in addressing you, 


B be that of profound grief for the inevitable necessity 


it finds itself under of regulating with the enemy of 
its nation, the terms least approbrious for occupying 
the capital of this state, by troops of the United 
States of the north. It consoles itself, however, with 
he idea that its immediate sacrifice has the on ly 
object in view, of saving, if not the same national 
rights—-which is beyond the possibility of their at- 
tempting—at least the very dear interests of the un- 
armed population which the municipality represents. 
Compelled, therefore, to this duty, truly very pain- 
ful but inevitable, and stimulated by the proposal 
Which you thought proper to direct to it from No- 
palucan, that before arriving too near the. city, you 
might enter into a conference with the civil function- 
aries, in order to concert with them the best and 
host secure measures in relation to the interests men- 
Uoned; notwithstanding that some have been adopted 
Snalogous to the present case already, the municipali- 
'y, the only political authority which has remaiued, 
i'view of the defenceless state of the city, and in virtue 

Jour announcement of having to occupy it ina 
military manner, has agreed that the commission 

mits body, which has the honor of addressing 
ees the guarantees offered in the following 


“During the occupation of the capital of Puebla 
the troops of the U. States, they will inviolably 


respect the Catholic religion, which the nation profes- 
ses, the public worship and morals, the persons and 
property of all the inhabitants. 

“The civil local authorities will continue in the 
free exercise of their functions conformably to the 
laws of the country. In consequence, if the General 
of said troops should consider any other measures 
necessary, besides these dictated heretofore, especial- 
ly the maintenance of public order and tranquility, 
he will communicate his wishes on said subject to 
the above mentioned authorities respectively, accor- 
ding to their nature, an¢ sustain and protect such 
measures. 

“The custody of the prisoners and officers in 
charge of the municipality, will continue in charge of 
the force which the civil authority has allotted for it, 
composed of forty men of the battalion of the free 
(liber) allowed to go free from Vera Cruz as a convict 
guard, until it be relieved by that of the United States, 
when said prison guard, will be allowed to retire 
with their arms. 

Headquarters, Chichapa, May 13th, 1847. 

Approved and granted, 

(Signed) W. J. WORTH, Maj. Gen. Com’g. 

True copy—J. C. Pemperton, Capt. & A. D.C. 

The second cause of complaint on the part of Gen. 
Worth against the general-in-chief, was the disappro- 
bation by the Jatter, of a circular addressed by the 
former to his division alone at a period when the en- 
tire force of the army including the general-in-chief, 
was garrisoned in the city of Puebla, with the ex- 
ception of a small force left at Jalapa, under Col. 
Childs. The circular purported to convey informa- 
tion to the first division, of which Gen. Worth was 
the commanding officer, that a design was contempla- 
ted by the citizens of Puebla to poison the fountains 
from whence our: army drew their daily supply of 
water, and in that way destroy us; and placing them 
on their guard against such inhuman and nefarious 
designs, if in reality there was any ground of appre- 
hension whatever, that such threats had ‘been made, 
or if made, whether there was the slightest possibility 
of their being put in execution. 

To the exceptions taken by the general-in-chief at 
these two official acts of General Worth, the latter 
became greatly incensed, and permitting his feelings 
to pervert his better judgment, became most violently 
and bitterly inimical to the general-in-chief, The re- 
sult was, that every reflecting officer in the army 
most deeply regretted, a rupture in those friendly re- 
lations which for upwards of thirty years had existed 
between these two gallant and justly distinguished 
military chieftains. 

The following order, published toa very limited 
extent by the general-in-chief, after the finding of this 
court of inquiry demanded by Gen. Worth, contains 
sufficiently explicit, all other facts material to a cor- 
rect understanding of the affair by your readers.— 
And by simply setting it out ‘in hac verba,’ we shall 
close this communication. 

[GengRatL capens No. 196.] 
Headquarters of the Army, 
Puebla, June 30, 1347. 

Abstract of proceedings of a court ef inquiry, 
which convened at this place, by virtue of general 
order No. 168, headquarters of the army, and of 
which Maj. Gen. J. A. Quitman is president. 

I. The said court of inquiry proceeded in due 
form to investigate the subjects embraced in the two 
papers herein cited, viz; First, the general order No. 
186, headquarters of the army, Puebla, Mexico, June 
24, 1847, as follows: 

‘At the instance of Brevet Maj. Gen. Worth, a 
court of inquiry will meet in the building called the 
palace of this city, atten o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing, to investigate certain matters in which that gen- 
eral officer conceived himself to ave been injured by 
the general-in-chief of this army, viz: in the matter 
of the terms granted by the said Brevet Major Gen- 
eral to the functionaries of this city, in the way of 
capitulation, as guaranties, at or about the time (May 
15, 1847) of his entrance with the advanced corps 
of the army into the city; and in the matter of a cir- 
cular, dated June 16, 1847, published by the said 
Major General to the officers of his division.” 

lf there be other matters in the conduct of the 
said Brevet Maj r General, which he may especially 
desire to have investigated by the said court of In- 
quiry, he will submit them to the general-in-chief, 





through the recorder, for farther orders in the case. | 
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DETAIL. 
Maj. Gen. Quirman, 
Brig. Gen: Twices, b seater 
Bvt. Brig. Gen. Smita, 

Lieut. R. P. Hammond is appointed special judge 
advocate. 

The court will give an opinion of the merits of all 
the matters investigated by it. 

By command of Major Gen. Scott. 

[Signed] H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. G. 

Second. A brief statement by Brevet Major Gen. 
Worth, of the matters in which he conceived himself 
wronged by the general-in-chief, and to which the in- 
vestigation extended under the order instituting the 
court, in the following terms, viz: 

1. In the matter of an interview had May 15th, 
at Chicapa, Mexico, between Brevet Major General 
Worth, commanding Ist division of the army, and 
the civil authorities of Puebla, at the instance of — 
said Brevet Major Generals-the General-in-Chief 
(verbally and in writing) has improperly, in menner 
and matter, characterized the proceedings at said in- 
terview, tothe prejudice and wrong of said Brevet 
Major General. 

II. Is the matter of a circular, which was ad- 
dressed by Brevet Major General Worth, to the Ist 
division, on or about June 16th, 1847 —the genera!- 
in-chief, verbally and in writing, has harshly and in- 
juriously characterised said circular, and in a manner 
uncalled for, and to the undeserved reproach of said 
inferior officer. 

After an investigation of the above matters, the 
court made the following decision in the case: 

OPINION. 

“That, regarding the remarks of the General-in- 
chief, dated June 17th instant, endorsed upon the 
translated copy of a letter from the Mexican Judge 
Duran, to Major General Scott, dated the ]6th of 
June, instant, hypothetical and applicable only to 
claims urged by the Mexican authorities which the 
General-in-chief at the time of his remarks, suppos- 
ed to be “‘without authority,” and which Brevet Maj. 
General Worth insists were not conceded by any of 
his official acts—the court can perceive§ nothing in 
the remarks of the General-in-chief to which Brevet 
Major General Worth could properly take excep- 
tion. 

The court is further of opinion, that the terms of 
stipulations granted by Brevet Maj. General Worth, 
to the functionaries of the city of Puebla upon his 
entrance with the advanced corps of the army into 
that city on the 15th of May last were unnecessarily 
yielded, improvident, and in effect, detrimental to the 
public service. And that the grant of these privi- 
leges was in contravention of the ninth and tenth pa- 
ragraphs of general orders No. 20, published at Tam- 
pico on the 19th day of February last, and was not 
warranted by the letter of instructions of the General- 
in-chief to Gen. Worth. 

The court, as required, further declares its opinion 
that the “circular” published by Brevet Maj. Gen. 
Worth to his division, dated Puebla, June 16, 1847, 
was highly improper and extremely objectionable in 
manv respects, especially as it might tend by exaspe- 
rating the whole Mexican nation, to thwart the well 
known pacific policy of the United States, and in 
view of the high source from which it emanated, to 
disturb the friendly relations of our government with 
Spain, or at least, give occasion to that power, to 
eall for explanations or apologies. The barbarous 
offence, against which the circular warned the sol- 
diers of the first divison, if it existed at all, equally 
uffected the whole army. The information obtained 
by Gen. Worth, if worthy of notice, should therefore 
have been communicated to the General-in-chief, 
that he might have exercised his discretion on the 
means to be adopted for correcting ‘the ‘evil. 

With these views of the circular alladed to, the 
court is of opinion, that it called for ‘the emphalic’ad- 
monition and rebuke of the General-in-chief. 

In conclusion, this court deems it material to the 
case, to express the opinion, that it is the right and 
the duty of the General-in-chief, and indispensable 
to the preservation of proper discipline in the army, 
that he should at all times possess the. privilege of 
freely commenting upoa, disapproving, or censuring 
the official actsvf his subordinate officers.” 

II. The General-in-chief approves the proceedings 
and opinion in the foregoing case. 

ill. This order will not be extended beyond the 
commanders of divisions and brigades, and the chief 





of the general staff. 
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IV. The court of inquiry, of which Major Gen. 
Quitman is president, is dissolved. 
By command of Maj. Gen. Scott. 
_ (Signed) H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A.G. 
SPEECH OF MR. CASS, 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, JAN. 3, 1848. 








ON THE TEN REGIMENT BILL. 

The senate then resumed as in committee of the 
whole, the consideration of the bill reported from the 
committee on military force. . 

Mr. Cass rose and said: 

Mr. President: This is the first of a series of bills 
which the military committee 1s about to present to 
the senate. They have commenced with the most 
important, and will ask the consideration of the oth- 
ers in succession, till they have discharged the duty 
entrusted to them. 

In presenting this bill, Ido not propose to touch 
any of the disputed topics which divide the two great 
parties, under the banner of one or the other of 
which every citizen of our country is arrayed. [ 
shall leave these, if introduced at all, to be introduc- 
ed by others. I had hoped, till | heard the inciden. 
tal discussion which arose a day or two since on the 
question of taking up this bill, that these exciting 
subjects would be postponed for some future oppor- 
tunity, and that the propositions now submitted would 
be considered upon their military merits, taking it 
for granted that the propriety of voting the addition- 
al force required would not be controverted. 1 was 
well aware that we could not escape a full discussion 
of the origin of the war, its progress, its objects, and 
the whole course of the administration connected 
with it. Nor, indeed, did | wish to avoid it. How- 
ever severe may be the attack, |] trust it will be as 
earnestly met, and easily repelled; for 1 consider the 
ground the administration oceupies as perfectly im- 
pregnable. Jam apprehensive, however, from the 
remarks which fell from some of the honorable se- 
nators the other day, that the whole field of contro- 
versy is to be gone over, and that we are to fight this 
bill—necessary as 1 deein its immediate passage to 
the public interest—inch by inch, tili all the great 
party questions of the day are debated and exhausted. 
lf itis to be so, 1 must of course submit, but the 
fault shall not be mine, nor will | provoke the con- 
test by introducing any topics which miay properly 
lead to it. 

There is one point, sir, where we all can meet— 
and that is the gallantry and good conduct of our 
army. This is one of the high places to which we 
can come up together, and, laying asice our pariy 
dissensions, mingle our congratulations that our 
country has had such sons to go forth to battle, and 
that they have gathered such a harvest of renown in 
distant fields. 

The time has been—and there are those upon this 
fioor who remember it weli—when our national flag 
was said to be but striped bunting, acd our armed 
vessels but fir built frigates. ‘The feais of our army 
and navy during our last war with England redeemed 
us from this reproach, tbe offspring of foreign jealou- 
sy; and had they not, the events of the present war 
would have changed these epithets into terms of hon- 
or; for our flag has become a victorious standard, 
borne by marching columus over the hill and valleys, 
and through the cities aud towns and fields of a pow- 
erful nation ma carecr of success, of which tew 
examples can be found in ancient or in modern war- 
fare. 

The movement of our army from Puebla was 
one of the wost romantic and remarkavle events 
which ever occurred in the military aunals of our 
country. ; ’ 

Our troops did not, indeed, burn their fleet, like 
the first conquerors of Mexico; for they seeded vel 
to gather courage from despair, bor tv stimulate 
their resolution by desiruying all hopes of escape.— 
But they voluntarily cut cif all means of commun.ca- 
tion with their own country, by throwing them:elves 
among the armed thousatds 0! another, and advanc- 
ing with stout hearts, but feeble numbers, into the 
midst of a hostile territory. The uncertamly which 
came over the public wind, and the auxicly every- 

where felt, when our gallant little army disappeared 
from our view, Wwiij tel Le lurgotien during the pre- 
Bent generation. There was a universal puuse of 
expectation—toping, Out stil iearing, and the cyes 
Ol twenty millicns of people were wpxiously fiaed 
upon another country, which 4 iitiuie baud ol its arm- 
ed citizens had invaded. A veii concealed ihem from 
our view. hey were jost tu us tor fily days—ior 


that pericd elapsed irom tLe time when we beard of 


their departure from Puebla, tii accounts reached 
us of the issue of (he movesent. “ihe shroud which 
enveloped them then gave way, anu we discovered 
our giorivus Hag waving im ibe UreeZes ul the Capi- 
tal, and tie city itsest uvested by vur army. 





And similar circumstances marked the very com- 
mencement of the we, when the Mexicans first sur- 
rounded our troops, and shut them out from all com- 
munication with their country. This unexpected 
attack struck us all with astonishment; and we fear- 
ed, as well we might, that numbers would overcome 
discipline and valor, which, however they might pro- 
long, could not be expected to succeed in the contest. 
And hopeless indeed might have been the result, had 
not the honored soldier who commanded our troops 
had confidence in them, and they in him—had he not 
known how to lead, and they to follow. And well 
and bravely did they all bear themselves in the criti- 
cal circumstances which surrounded them; and our 
doubts soon gave way to certainty, and gloomy fore- 
bodings to glorious conviction. And the campaign 
thus commenced was vigorously followed up on the 
Rio Grande, by victory after victory, till the crown- 
ing triumph at Buena Vista was heralded by every 





TABLE. 


FORCES ENGAGED. 
: Americas, Mexicans. 
Affair or battle. regulars & 
volunteers. 
1. Detachment under Capt. 
Thornton, 2nd dragoons, 
in a reconnoissance on the 
Rio Grande, above fort 
Brown, Texas, 63 200 
2. Detachment of Captain 
Walker’s Texas rangers, 
near Point Isabel, 30 100 
3. Fort Brown, 750 4,000 
4. Palo Alto, 2,300 6,000 
5. Resaca de la Palma, 1,700 6,500 
6. Monterey, 6,645 10,000 
7. San Pasqual, U. Cal. 110 160 
8. Brazito, New Mexico, 500 ] ,220 
9. Los Angeles, California, 500 600 
10. La Canada, N. Mexico, 350 1,500 
11. Mora, New Mexico, 
12. El Embudo, 500 700 
13. Puetlo de Taos, 300 800 
14. Buena Vista, 4,789 20,000 
15. Sacramento, 900 4,000 
16. Vera Cruz, 11,000 5,300 
17. Cerro Gordo, 8,500 12,000 
18. Calaboso, California, De 
Russey, 126 1,500 
19. Contreras, 
2U. San Antonio, 8,497 32,000 
21. Churubusco, 
22. On Major Laily’s march, 1,200 2,000 
23. Molino del Rey, 3,250 14.000 
24. Chapultepec, 7,130 25,000 
25. Attack on Puebla, 1,400 8,000 
26. Huamaniia, 1,780 4 0UU 
27. Gen. Lane, Puebla, 3. 1u0 4,000 
23. Atlisco, 1,500 2,000 


Total, 
*Killed and wounded. 


The adjutant general remarks, that be cannot 
vouch for the perfect accuracy of the above state- 
ments, as from their nature they must often be esti- 
mated. tie adds, that the above table, although es- 
sentially correct, is not entirely complete; for he 
ihinks there are yet wanting sowe reports, &c., of 
affairs, which have been lost or intercepted; and it 
way be, that the above statement may hereafler need 
amendment ur correction. 

li we recorded our history upon stone, as was done 
in tue primitive ages of the world, we should e.grave 
this series of glorious deeds upon tables of marbie.— 
But we shall do beter; we stall engrave it upon our 
hearts, and we shail commit it to the custody of the 
press, Whose Monuments, Irail and feeble as they ap- 
pear, yet trom their wonderiul power of multplica- 
licD, ure more enduring than brass or marble, than 
statues Or pyramids, or the proudest monuments 
erected by human hands. 

Let it be remembered, sir, thut these battles were 
fought in @ gieal measure by new and undisciplined 
irvups, bastaly collected at home, aud rapidly march- 
ed lo tue seal ol warlare—by men who Lad abandun- 
ed the duties and cumlorts vi dumestiic life, and who 
mace war, bol a trade as in Europe, vut a temporary 
cmpluyment m order lo velend the interest of their 
counuy. Aud even the small reguiar army, which 
exisied al the commencement ol the war, tad seen 
little actual service in the field, and that not with a 
civilized ive, Dul in murderous conflicts with Indian 
irives, were there was diuch exposure to weet, and 
litle giory io gain. ..auy ui the vilficers anc soldiers, 
aod wdecd @ greal majorly Ol them, aud sume oi 
lhe COumManders loo, saw the first gen fired in the 
very ficid » hich they tliustrated by their deeds and 
wuisicred wih thew bivod. Hunur, then, to the 
highest aud the Jowesl, to lue greatest and the least. 








— 
breeze, and became familiar to our ears as househojg 
words. 


During the whole of this war there has been? 
series of successes, which has been uninterrupted 
a single serious disaster. I hold in my band a tabi, 
prepared at the adjutant general’s office, from 4, 
best materials which can be found there, exhibitiy 
the actions fought with the enemy, and the forest 
engaged and the losses sustained by each party, As 
we have official data, the true losses on our side are 
stated. But those on the side of the Mexicans are in 
some instances entirely omitted, and in others Con. 
jecturally estimated. 


This table shows the whole truth, so far as we 
are concerned; and but a part of the truth, se far 4, 
the enemy is concerned. Still, even ‘nder thes 
circumstances, it is one of the proudest trophies with 
which any army ever enriched its country. 





— 


NUMBER OF KILLED. NUMBER OF WOUNDED», 


Americans, Mexicans. Americans, Mexicans, 
regulars & regulars & 
voiunteers. volunteers. 
10 unknown 6 unknown, 
10 unknown — unknown, 
2 unknown 10 unknowg, 
4 100 42 300 
36 200 98 400 
120 700 368 unknown, 
19 unknown 15 unknown, 
— *200 7 
1 *80 14 
2 36 6 
1 — 3 
— 20 l 60 
6 150 40 
267 *] 500 4648 
— *600 5 
12 *500 51 
87 *},200 353 
15 200 13. 
164 *4,000 865 
9 unknown 74 unknown 
201 3,000 581 
178 unknown 673 unknown 
18 unknown 53 knownu 
14 161 ll 300 
dices ite ome a few. 
1 219 3 300 
1,177 12,866 3.669 1,360 


Honor to the living and the dead—to those who sur 
vive to enjoy it, and to the memory of those who 
sleep in a soldier’s grave, far from the tand the 
loved so well. 

And, happy am I to see upon this floor at this mo 
ment, particularly, one of the gallant officers who 
have inscribed their names bigh upon the militat 
roll uf their country; and there are others like him, 
this city, who have returned from the campaign ! 
which they distinguished themselves, bearing up 
their persons ineffaceable marks of courage and pr 
triotism. A kiud providence has permitted them 
come back, and the plaudit of grateful millions 
“Well done good and faithful servants,” is the proud 
welcome which greets them. 

Let modern philauthropists taik as they pleat 
the instincts of nature are truer than the dvctrint 
they preach. Military renown is one of the gre! 
elements of national strength, as it is one of 
proudest sources of gratification to every man W 
loves his country aud desires to see her occupy! 
distinguished position among the nations of the eat 

I should have been proud to have becn in Europ 
during our military operations in Mexico-—provd " 
witoess the effect of the skill and prowess of our # 
iy upon the statesmen, and politicians, and com#l 
nities of the old world. During the course of thet 
evenis, there was no war (here to attract the gene! 
atteotion, and tuo excite, by its uncertainties aud Wt 
cissitudes, the solicitude of the government. Our# 
was the eveut of the day; aud many a steadfast gan? 
was cast across the Atlantic, to watch the prospe 
and progress of the pattern republic (as we are a 
diously termed) in ne new career into which 
had entered. As we all know, our institutions b# 

‘{rends and foes in the other hemisphere. ‘To 

















they ure a ligtt shining across the ocean, but 10"! 
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“pe and warning others, as the impressions vur ex- 
riment has produced have been favorable or unfa- 
— anti-republican croakers of the old world, at 
» commencement of our government, predicted 
that it could not long resist the shocks of peace or 
_ When they found it could do both, and do it 
pecessfully, they then denied our power to carry on 
. war without our own boundaries, should circum. 
stances require such an exertion of national strength. 
his was our first great trial; for in the invasion of 
wnada during the last war, the operations were so 
near, that they did not test our strength for distant 
warfare. The trial has now been made, and has 
succeeded. No one will hereafter call in question 
our capacity to assert our rights, wherever these may 
require our interference. If the great experiment 
had failed, it would have taken ages to recover from 
the misfortune. But now, wherever the American 
flag is borne, or the name of American known—and 
that wherever is everywhere—the glorious feats of 
this war have proclaimed our power, and have an- 
nounced that we bave taken our position side by side 
with the mightiest nations of the werld. Hereafter, 
io the wildest dreams of ambitiop there will be no 
dream of conquering us; nor will any hostile foot 
pollute our shore, but to escape from it, if it can, as 
best it may. 

The present bill provides for raising ten additional 
regiments of infantry to serve during the the war.— 
The average number of each regiment in the field is 
rather less than three-fourths of the jegal establixh- 
ment; so that this measure, if adopted, will add about 
7,500 men to the army. The organization is precise- 
ly that provided in the act which passed al the last 
session of congress tor raising an additional force; 
and as the details were then fully considered, and are 
well known to the senate, 1 need not recapitulate 
them here. 

The reasons which render this increase of force 
necessary are so Clearly and forcibly stated in the 
report of the secretary of war, that 1 need do little 
more than request that that portion of the document 
may be read. 

[The following extract, from the report of the 
secretary of war, was then read by the secretary:} 

“Our career of success, so disastrous to Mexico; 
our conquest of so many of her states and territories; 
the subjugation and occupation of her capital; the 
defeat aud dispersion of her armies; the capture of 
most of her materiel of war, and the annihilation of 
her former commerce, have not yet brought peace, 
or the offer of such terms as could be accepted by 
the United States without national degradation.— 
The war still continues; and it is proper to present 
some suggestions in regard to its further prosecution. 
In making these suggestions, | pass, without remark, 
the proposition that we should abandon ali our ac- 
quisitions, and withdraw our troops from the enemy’s 
country. Such a proposition could only be serious 
ly entertained if we were in reality the vanquistied 
party, and were convinced of our inabiiily tu pro- 
long the coutest with reasunable hopes of success. 

“Our further operations must, in my vpinion, be 
conducted in one of the three following mudes: first, 
lo take and hold an indemnity line, to recede irom 
all places and positions now occupied in advance ot 
it, and cease irom all aggressive operatious beyond 
thal line; second, to overruu the whule country, and 
hold all the principal places in it by permanent gar- 
risons; and, third, to :e.ain what we vow possess, 
Open the lines of communication into the iutecior, 
and extend our operations to other important places, 
as our meéuns aud the prospeet of advantages siali 
ludicule—keeping a disposavie force always ready, 
Within approachable fiusils, to annoy the euemy, tu 
StiZe suppiuts, eniurce conlivuilons, sod Irusirate his 
efforts to coliect u.eans and assemole troops fur tue 
P.fpose of protracting the war. 

“A tuil discussivu of the cumparalive merits vi 
these modes vt conducting our uilillary operatious 
Would extend this commuuication lo a0 uawarran- 
lable length; 1 shail, tueretore, coufiue my remarks 
loa few prominert considerations relative lo each. 
_ “With reference to a speedy peace, wilh proper 
indemnity and security—tue ouly object of the war, 
the line policy is regarded as objectuvnavie, if our 
Present position caunut cuuwmanud acceptable terms 
Of pacification tivus Mexico, reuring tu ap mdemniy 

tue Would certaimly tii) to produce such a resull; 1 
Would weaken the inducements vl the enewy to pul 
4a end to hostilities. Restored, by our voluntary 
Surrender, to the possession of his capital aud im- 
Portant vepartmenis, and relieved from the pressure 
Ol cur arms, and trom all apprenhensivns of turther 
Conquest and annoyance, beyond the lumits we might 
Select, he would ve lefi with wure abundant resour- 
Ces than he pow possesses, to prepare, al ivisure aud 
fonts lo strike an effective viow with concentrateu 

























sefely, to retain possession of the seaports we now 
have, (if that should fall within the policy,) and to 
prevent incursions into the territories which we 
might choose to appropriate to ourselves, would, in 
my opinion, require a force as large as would suffice 
to mamtain what we now occupy, and to carry our 


-operations still further in the interior of the enemy’- 


country, and make him feel the calamities of .ar in 
a way best calculated to induce him to seek for 
peace. But if in this lam mistaken, and the line- 
policy should enable us to reduce the number of 
our troops, still, it will not, as I conceive, thereby 
effect a reduction of our actual expenditures for the 
war, 

‘-In consequence of the interruption of intercourse 
between the seaports in our possession, and the cen- 
iral parts of Mexico, the collections on imports have 
hitherto been inconsiderabie. If the line-policy is 
adopted, this intercourse will continue to be inter- 
rupted, and, consequently, the receipts of revenue 
from this source will be small. 

‘Under the operation of the line-policy, all ex- 
pectations of lessening the burden of sustaining our 
troops, by deriving supplies and contributions trom 
the enemy, would be disappointed. ‘The supplies in 
the vicinity of our posts would be withdrawn from 
our reach, a8 soon as our design to seize and appro- 
priste them was ascertained or suspected. But, were 
it otherwise, as our posis would be remote from the 
wealth and resources of the country, the amount 
which could be obtained would be inconsiderable. 

“So far from deriving advantage from the line po- 
licy, by way of obtaining assistance from the resour- 
ces of the enemy, towards the support of our troups, 
we siiould, | apprehend, confer upon a portion of the 
people of Mexico a direct benefil, by opening to them 
at our posts a market, in which we should become tie 
purchasers of their products at an exorbitant price. 
These consider.tions, without bringing into view 
uthers, have led me to lock to one of the other modes 
of operation | have mentioned, as preferable to that 
of occupying au indewnity line. 

“jn regard to ie second mode suggested—that of 
occupying the whole country—the wide extent of 
lerritury embraced in the Mexican republic, the 
m uy important points to be garrisoned, and the long 
lines of Cummubication to. be kept open, present uifhi 
culues ui nu ordinary magnitude, if our occupancy is 
to be of such a Character as to supersede the Mexi- 
cap authority, and require the te porary estaodlish- 
went of civ) gove:uwent. Ip carrying this plan into 
etlect, it would not be reasouable to rely upon the 
favorable disposition, or even neutrality, of any con- 
siderabie pari of the Mexican peuple, until some 
assurance of the stability of our power was derived 
frum its continuance. Our posts must therefore be 
strovg, aud our forces numerous, in order to secure 
the many and long lines of communication, to dis- 
perse aud Chastise the guerilla Danus which would 
ubstruct them, a:d lo suppress the more powertul 
uprisings Of the people wherever they may be at- 
lempled. I cennul saleiy estimate the force requi- 
site to carry intu fuil effect this plan, at Jess Wau 
Suv@uty ihousand men. fo insure the presenve oi 
ihut bumver ip the evemy’s Country, aud al places 
where they would be wauled, tt Would De necessary 
lo raise a» uch jarger horce. ihe greai expense vi 
raising, OrgauiZing, and sending lo ticir remote des- 
Libation su jurge a Dudy ul troups 48 soun as needed, 
lu give effect to this pian, would, | apprehend, Oring 
a Very Leavy, wd perhaps cmvalfassing, UGeusauu 

upub ihe treasury. 


‘ihe third mode presented is, in my judgment, 
preierabse to the viiers. Beyoud certam jiaits, it 
wdoils Ol EXpabsion and Cunlraction; Gul, as a xed 
cupdiilun, wil Dow belu Is lo De reluined, aud fu part 
surrendered, bul In COu-pilance with treaty slipula- 
uuuns. ‘This plap also Coulewplates turer acquisi- 
‘jis CAlctiuing ly vine! Liupuotlaul publics, Mbuic uf 
‘ess NUUAcPUUS, as CIPCuibstauiceYes WAY Wall al. 

*Notwilistaudiug oul Victories ave tatleu with 
crushing » €igut upon tue assemuled atuiies ul whew 
icO, uivel Ol iuse whe build ld theit baud lune dect- 
sion of the question ui peace ave Siuud veyulid tie 
range ol the piysicai evils tullicled vy wae war. By 
eXieuding tue Weare ul tl, aud Chaugiug tue ude ut 
couducting H, licy Cau be ade WW icel ils press.fe. 
iu consequence vi vul 10ctal ald hu.waue puitcy, Ve 
wave, as yel, scarcely Louched the suusisiics vi tile 
Weallisy aud imilucuwal classes in Mexico. As tue 
Wlexican army as loug Oveu lv lucw Lue lustruaieul 
vi oppressivn 1 we Lauds of Ulieir successive Curcrs, 
ils Uesiructivn uas wul deeply enlisted Lucit >) dapa- 
Luis, oF alafued their iears. Our arimy has allvideu 
thems Detier protection than their UW, and thus, 0) 
our preseuce aud vur torvearance, the) lave, wilii, 
certain liuils, hilherto escaped exac iuns iru eltuci. 
But our successes have bow opened the way tu act 
upon and influcuce ihuse who pivvadly cad, if the, 











FCs At Qur detached posts. ‘Io hold these posts 


will, pul ap cud to busisitties. By making laem sur 
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fer the usual calamities of war, they must be made 
to desire peace. 

‘In addition to the troop¢ required to garrison pla- 
ces to be reiained, it is proposed to have in the field 
a competent force for aggressive operation—to strike 
the enemy wherever he may present a vulnerable 
point; to open avenues from the ports in our posses- 
sion into the enemy country, and to cover and to 
subject to our control some of his rich mining dis- 
tricts and productive agricultural regions. It is not 
deemed proper te point out in more detail the move- 
ments and objects contewpinted in the further pro- 
secution of the war upon this plan.”} 

Mr. Cass resumed: 

Assuring that this plan of operations recommended 
by the secretary of war is the true one, (and, for 
myself, { have no doubt upon that subject,) we have 
then, four great objects to be keptin view in esti- 
mating the force to be provided for the future con- 
duct of the war: 

1. The continued occupation of the important po- 
sitions we now hold. 

2. The taking possession of such other com- 
manding points as experience may show to be pro- 
per, and as the circumstances of the war may require. 
3. The preservation of the necessary communica- 
tions between our positions, as well from the sea- 
coast to the capital, as in other portions of the coun- 
try which may be brought into subjection tc us. 

4. A strong force, independent of what is necessa- 
ry for these purposes, which shall always be kept 
upon the alert, and ready to move whenever there 
may be any uppearance of an outbreak on the part of 
the Mexican people. 


The organization and maintenance of a large force 
may be the means of rendering tts employment un- 
necessary. It is much better to render opposition 
hopeless, by the display of strength, than to excite it 
into action by the exbibition of weakness, and then 
to be compelled to resort to desperate struggles to 
remedy evils which ordinary pradence would have 
prevented. 11 is true humanity also, and we owe it 
to ourselves, to our army, who have dove and suffer; 
ed so much, to the enemy, and to the world. Re- 
meuber, sir, that our troops are 3,000 miles from 
home, in the midst of a hostile population of eight ur 
ten millions, and that by great exertions and unpa- 
ralleled bravery they have succeeded ina partiab 
subjugation of the country. But we have no right 
again to expose them tu such perils. There is a vast 
superiority of physical force opposed to them. Ajlh 
experience shows thal, in this condition, an invaded 
people will suddenly break out into insurrections, 
aud sometimes display ao energy avd couraze which 
they failed to exhibit upon the battie-field. Who 
would weigh with a critical balance the amount of 
Opposition we have to apprehend, and the strength 
uecessary to overcome it, aud then coully provide 
this calculated jorce, aad leave events to take care 
of themselves? What kind of political arithmetic 
would that be, which would say, 1 so Many troops 
have duve so much, how many will il require to 80 
much more? | trust that the supplies we may vote 
will be given upon a far betler principie—upou a 
principle which shali jook indeed to results, but 
which shall wake the most liberal arrangements for 
allaining them. 

‘the proceedings of this government are as well 
koowo in Mexico as here. They do pot, mdeed, 
travel upon the wings of the wind, bul they travel 
with the power of the press, and are spread through 
ihe civilized world. Vigorous and prompt action 
will produce the tappiest effect upou the state of 
things in Mexico. Nothing would conduce more to 
impress upoo (he peopie of that country the necessity 
ula peace, (hav a uuanimous determivation in con- 
gress to-put forth ali the strength of the nation till it 
is obtained. 

Ihave caused the fuilowing abstract to be prepared 
irow tbe report vi the adjutaut general, exnioiting 
the enlire strength of our present aruy, including 
regulars atu volunteers: 

Vuiuulteers—aclual force 
fo compiete wwe organizauuen wiil 














require 12,500 
Twenty-five regiments of reguiars— 
juil tegal Complement exclusive of 
ulticers, 28,814 
Actual sirength, 21,533 
lo complete the orgauization will 
require 7,281 
Duiing the last year there were re- 
cruned— 
For we old army 11,018 
For the new army 11,162 
Forces tn the neld under Gen, Scott: 
Regulars 17,101 
Vuiuulecers 15,055 





Aggregata 32,196 32,156 
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Deduet the garrisons of Tampico anid 
Vera Cruz 

Makes, for all the operations be- 
tween Vera Cruz and Mexico, in- 
cluding garrisons, together with 
the sick and disabled 

The returns in the avjyutant general's 
office do not show the actual dis- 
tribution of this force, 

Und. General Taylor, but tempora- 
Oe oeamneeteg by Gen. Woel— 

egulars 
\ oluuteers 


1 947 





3 937 
2 190 
6 727 





Aggregate 6,727 


Under Gen. Price, in New Mexico: 
Regulars 255 
Volunteers 2,902 


3,157 





Aggregate 3,157 


On the Oregon route, under Lieut. 
Col. Powell, fort hearny— 
Vulunteers 477 
In California, under Col. Mason— 
R gulars 216 
Vuiunteers 803 





1019 1,019 


43,536 


Aggregate 





Total land force employed in the pro- * 
si cution of the war: 





Reyulars 2159 
Volunteers 22,027 
Aggregate 43 536 


li will be seen that we have in Mexico under Ge- 
neral Scott, besides the garrisons of Tampico and 
Vera Cruz, about 20,000 men, rank and file, exclud- 
Ing vlhcers; ond in the command of Gen. Taylor, an 
a@get¢g te o1 6,727 men, officers incluved. 


From the staten.ents of the adjutant general. it ap 
pests tiat the actual force kept up ts less by one- 
1, uth than the legal force authorized by law. The 
Comis Uanty Lehew ing Curtallies of war, and other 
CuCUMsiBiCes, Occasion Uns cifierence. And it is 
nol prebsble Uutihe existing legal establishaent 
©cud, by any eflort, be mauve lo keep in the field a 
gitvler numericel sirength then ts vow there, Su 
tiot, othe force of the urmy is to be materially 
Bugwenled, this tust be cue by the creation uf new 
torps, abu by » ullipiyieg (he atrangements tor pro- 
curimby rectus hd volunteers. Lo base omitted in 
this ehumeratiuon sOume DUdies Of Vorunleers which 
fave been cared oul, but have pot yet jomed the 
@imy. they cannot, a tull, («hich it is net proba- 
G6 ihey will Ue ) caceed 4,200 men, abd Jo nut 
Charge Wie gecesi ucture  s—il indeed they do 
more than keep up, oi @ lime, lve present number 
Of sOiubleeis i ihe Heid. 

Lkuvw nothing uore of the proposed plan of the 
Catipoigh. hav te disciustd ib iat part ol the re;ort 
ob (he sectelar) OF War which tus just been read to 
the sensie. cu nul, therelore, presume to speak 
vulbortlativery Upuu the subjects end indeed it may 
Weill Ve that be Lacd syslew of cper tunes bas been 
of Wiit Ue prescribed by (he executive, bul that aller 
eApressinp Ms pehetss views, the Couducl ol he war 
Will Ue icit tu the discretion of the coumander.— 
But it is easy tu see, that the obstinate injustice ul 
the Mesicohs lives us lu grealer exertions, and lo a 
Maule ehiulgeu splieie Ol Uperaliohs, (hele are a 
pub ber vi pustiivns which, lium lear li Durtance, 
be tbilary Of pudiliCal, We tnUsl seize ond uid. Jin se 
Cab unty Ue mGicaled by wn eaact kno ieuge ul ine 
CUUDLL), ohU peiliCUeriy OF tis gical Mbes vl Culm- 
tnubicaeil L, Which Gust ve Command d and guar. - 
eu. 

And the mining countries would claim their share 
Ol wllebiion, du ahe eHofls oe May Ve Caled ol tu 
thuke. bbe fie Gisiiieis Of Ziculecas anu San 
Lots yet coptiivure beh cUppiics tu lhe reduceu 
ticasuiy OF ce enemy, | tore ste within a ten 
uajysae iciler tiow one of the must Weieul and vis. 
Li U.SHOU peice foid ib ac aicu, Wuich esidaies Lie 
Pervenue bye Geitved tuum tue ines alauw amount 
by uch bigher Uico b Wes prepoies tw eapech, thas 
A Bid Uw Libting tu sede th licic, a> bin vor at iuerly 
WWhbtime |) eUdoity. Aub bt duis tdusuwinusn is 
© ihect, vl vas tt, dave prvduct is @ must hrapurlats 
pyisive Ui (Ne Haliveadl seauUurCes, WHICH sliuLid ve 
Ulrtibea tluw the ueaicei etasuty lu vurs. And 
Hie pidio th as Li COCMEU Upitiiou, bial, &y prvpel 
Bhi Me p_CMCINS oHU VIE iuis, lune produce vl Ue 
aay Uc usaude to veut lle ba- 
pyescssiuu. It su, awe 
$6 S86 Hiblewelov GCobiiiues ly prevail in the 
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gerrcs wi BOE, o atlas Utes 


Se aR ae. nating ye te fa eae nen le Menai fia ag oe ep ae 
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Mexicon councils, we can hold on. as indeed we 
must hold on, and let the enemy pay the cost of a 
state of things whose existence is oving to them- 
selves. Without the extinction of their indepen- 
dence, and the annexation of such a vast population 
to our country, with few sympathies to unite them 
with us, ¥e can continue to govern them, and go- 
vern them with energy and justice, such as are new 
in their history, till the lessons of adversity shall 
have taneht them todo us right, and till the expe- 
rience of our sway, and its operation around them, 
shall have brought them to a better state of feeling. 
We can then trest with efficient rulers; and, after 
securing the just objects of the war, we can retire, 
leaving the Mexican people in the enjoyment of 
their independence, with a salutary conviction that 
itis better to provoke our friendship or justice, 
than to proveke our enmity by insults and aggres- 
stons. 

The returns show that we have less than 20 000 
men, rank and file, (which ex-ludes others,) in the 
twidst of a hostile population of eight or tea mil- 
lions, differing from us in race, in language, in re- 
ligion, in institutions, in prejudices, and indeed in 
all the characteristics which constitute national 
identities, and separate the great families of mankind 
irom one another. This is exclusive of our force 
upon the Rio Grande, amounting to about 6,000 
rank and file,and which is hardly large enough to 
hold that region in peaceable possession, and to gurad 
against the irruption of the Mexican troops. And 
itmay be that this force will need augmentation 
witha view to onward operations either direttly 
upon San Luis, or by the more circuitous but less 
difficult route of Zacatecas, to the central countries 
of northern Mexico. 


He «ho believes that this principal force of 28, 
000 men, and this auxiliary force uf 6 000, includ. 
ing the sick invalids and disabled, are amply suffi 
cient to hold in subjection the people already re- 
duced to obedience, to carry the war further the 
longer it is protracted, and to meet its casuslties— 
whether these are found in the battle-field, im the 
climate, or in popular tumulis—may well vote 
against this bill, and refuse the augmentation it pro- 
vides. But those who, like me, believe that this 
government, founded byall for the good of all, is 
bound by the most sacred obligations not to expose 
its cilizens lo ubHecessary peril, nur to push their 
+ Xerlions to the very imit of human endurance, but 
to make ihe most liberal arrangements tor the prose- 
cuiuen of the war, and to huld the treasure of the 
bation light a8 dusi, when weighed im the balance 
With the hie-blood oj its sons, will cheerfully vote 
lor this proposition, and hail its passage not only as 
a necessary measure of policy, but as a tribute to 
gallantry and patriotism. 
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS. 
SENATE. 

Janvuaky 6 —Increase of the Army.—The bil! to 
raise ior @ itmiled tine, a additional miliary force, 
bemg read a third time and the question being on its 
passage, 

Mr. Hale, of New Hampshire arose and addreseec 
tie senate, in opposition to the bill and to the war, 
and having concluded. 

‘Lhe senate went into executive session and tiere- 
aller udjourved. 

January 1U —Alter passing a bill to increase the 
Humber Ui assistant surgeons in the army, &c., &c., 
ihe sevate proceeded tu the consideration of the 

Ten regiment bill —Mr. Reverdy Johnson, of Mary- 
jan’, aruse und uddregssed (he seuate. 

B. tere be had concluded, the senate adjourned. 

January 11.—Mr. R. Johnson, spoke in continua- 
lieth and couclusion of his speech commenced on 
yesterday. 

Mr, Clayton, of Del. continued the debate, until en 
@ MO ivf adjuurument the sevale adjourued. 

Janvany 12—Mr. Hale presented a memorial of 
ipwetus ol twenty-nine Gundred ministers aud lay- 
wen Ol the Unitarian denommatien, praying the 
adepti of pacihe measures lor ler.winuling the war 
wilh Mexico, avd the reparatiou of all wrongs that 
way bave veen done vy the Untied States to that re- 
puiic; Which was relerred to tue Cummiitee on fo- 
feigh relations. 

Mr. Sevier, trom the committee on foreign reia 
Uuvns, tepurted vack the Jom resviution for ihe ap- 
pyinieut ob a Doard iv ascerlam and detefinine the 
amuunl OF each ol lone Clatms of our CILIZeUS against 
MWiehICU, Mih an amendment providing that in ne 
creul shail tue Uuticu Siales ve beld responsivie fur 
‘bese Gleime. 








Vir. Ashley, from the committee o- the JMiciary 
reported back the bill changing the times and’piacg, 
of holding the district courts of the U. S. in Virginia 
with several amendments. . 

Several private bills were reported, and adverss 
reports made in some cases. 

The bill for the relief of Wm. B. Slaughter, late 
secretary of the territory of Wisconsin, was read g 
third time and passed. 

The -enate then took up the resolutions of Mr, 
Di kinson, relative to annexation of territory. 

Mr. Dickinson supported his resc lutions in a writ. 
ten speech of some length, contending that we ought 
to annex the whole of the Mexican territory now in 
our possession, and leave the question of slavery {o 
be determined by the people who may inhabit tie 
acquired territory. The people demanded more 
territory, and even had the war with Mexico never 
taken place, it would have been impossible to have 
prevented the annexation of a portion of Mexico. 

Mr. Yulee was much pleased with the liberality of 
the senator trom New York, on one point embraced 
in his resolutions, but he did not go quile far enough 
te meet his southern views. He intended, therefore, 
ai the proper time, to sub nit an amendment declar. 
ing that the federal government has no delegated au- 
thority, nor the territorial community any isherent 
right, to exercise any legislative power within the 
territory belonging to, or which may be acquired by, 
the United States, by which the equal right of all the 
citizens of the United States to acquire and enjoy any 
part of the common property, may be impaired or 
embarrassed. 

Mr. Hale gave notice that he would at the proper 
time move to amend the resolutions by striking out 
all after the word ‘*Resolved” and inserting the Wil- 
mot Proviso. 


The resolutions were then laid on the table. 

Ten regiments. —The senate then proceeded to the 
special order, and the consideration of the ten regi- 
ment dill was resumed. 

Mr. Clayton resumed his remarks in opposition to 
the bill. He contended that there was no necessily 
for the increase of force asked for, that now i the 
service being sufficient even to conquer all Mexico, 
He was willing tu vole supplies to our army oow 
there, but not to cres'e vew regiments. Much had 
been said about “indemnity and security.” and it now 
appears that “indemnity for the past” meant one half 
of Mexico, and “security for the future” meaot the 
other haif! Towards the conclusion of his speech, 
Mr. Clayton referred im strong terms to the admis 
sion ut Santa Auna into Mexico by order of the pre- 
sideut. 

Mr. Butler gave notice that he would, on to-mor- 
row, muve to recummit the bill, with a view to offer 
an amendment to increase the number of privates 
aid subaltern officers in the existing regiments, ld- 
stead of creating bew ones: : 

Alter an executive session the senate adjourned. 

January 13 —The vice president law belore the 
sevale v report from the secretary of war, accompa 
uied by statements of the army Contracts evtered ilo 
during the year 1347. 

Mr. Hunter, on leave, introduced a bill supplemen- 
tary tu the aet retroceding Atexandria to Virginid; 
which was read twice and referred Lo the Comuillee 
un the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Ciayton presented the petition of Messrs. Daw- 
son, Schott und Whitney lor the payment of certain 
donde of the Jate repuotic Of texas, which Was fe 
ferred to the com sittee on claims. 

Mr. Sevier, from the committee on foreign rela 
tiuns, reported a bill for the relief ui Joon Black, late 
consul ai the city of Mexico. ee 

Mr. Bradbury, frow the commities on printicg, re 
ported @ resviuuon to print 5000 copies of De. Wis 
ligenus’s histury of Dowiptan’s expedition tor the us 
of the senate, anu 250 copies ior the use of Lie al 
thor, The resuiuuun was adupted, 

Mr. Mangum submitted a resolution requesting the 


ee 


with the public service, all the plaus, estimates é 
Calculations presented by General Scott, as in bs 
Opinion being vest adapted to atta the ubdjects uf a 
war; aid also Gen. Scuti'’s opmion touching tne i! 
litary weaus becessary to accomplish the ayene 
our government ii avy end ail the allernative vie" 
that have been Considered Dy the executive OF sug 
gesied by Gen. Scott, to bring the » ar with sexi? 
to a Close. * 
Mr. Mangum expressed a wish to have the rese 
tio Culisiuered st vance, Cut odjectiun Deng made, 
was laid over under the rule. i 
‘The resotutiun of Mr. Daylon, calling on the pF 
-ident for cupies of certai ictters irom Gens vale 
sud ‘Taylur, upon the subject of military contrioulle 
in Meaico, was adupled. A 
‘tne resviuiiou vi Me. Baldwin, calling on tbe P ? 
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at and the Mexican commissioners, during the ar- 
tice, was taken up and adopted. 

Pon motion by Mr. Johnson, of Lou siana, the post 
ofice committee was instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making provision by law to prevent 





the Josses sustained by the public, in ronsequence of | and just foreign war, to carry on such works H: 


intelligence conveyed by the daily expresses estab- 
jished by individuals to and from N. Orleans. 
Colonization.—The mill to exempt vessels employed 
py the American colonization society in transporting 
emigrants to Liberia from the provisions of the law 


reguiating the carrying of passengers in merchant 


yessels, WBS read a third time and passed 
The senate then took up the 


Tn regiment bill —Mr. Pearce, who was entit!ed 
to the floor, spoke at considerable length in opposi- 
ion to some of the positions assumed by his col- 
jesgue, (the Hon. Reverdy Jotnson.) He entered 
into an argument and quoted many authorities to 
show that the Rio Grande never could have been 
considered de facto the boundary of Texas, and was 
not so considered by the convention that declared | j 


that boundary. 


Mr. Butler next took the floor, and the senate ad- 


journed until Monday, 
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Famay, Jan. 7. The committee on printing 
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our commerce unprotected. But althongh he he- 
heved there was constitutional authority for work- 
f internal improvement, such as were named in the 
vetoed bill, yet he did not belevé it + ould be expe 
dient. at this time, while engaged in an expensive 


was for voting every dollar the president asked for 
to enable him tocarry onthe war vigorously, even 
if it should require a tax to be faid on tea and cof 
fee. He, however, hoped it would not be found 
necessary to tax these articles. 
Mr Stewari, of Pa., next obtained the floor, when 
a motion was made for the committee to rise, which 
was agreed to. 
Colonization. Mr. Adams asked leave ic introduce 
@ resolution, granting t-e representatives’ hall for 
the use of the Clonization Society to hold its an- 
nual meeting on Tuesday evening, the 18th instant. 
Mr. Baily, of Va., objecting, the rules were sus 
pended and the resolution was offered. It lies over. 
Mr. Cocke, of Tenn , obtained leave to report a 
joint: resolution authorizing the commis-iouer of 
pensions to employ cierks temporarily in his office 
necessary to carry on the pubdiic business, which was 
referred vo the committee of the whole and made 
the order of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Stephens, of Ga., the house ad- 
jouroed. 
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Mr. Rockwell, of Massachusetts, stated that the in- 


fermation called for had been mostly compiled by 
Mr. Simon Brown, a former assistant clerk in this 
house, and a competent person. A debate arose upon 
the best, readiest and cheapest method in getting the 
list of claims desired, in which several members took 
part. 


Mr. Evans, of Maryland, moved to recommit the 
resolution to the committee on claims, with instruc- 
tions to report the most feasible method of obtain- 
ing the information desired, which motion was agreed 
to. 

The Chair now called on the eommittees for re- 
ports. Many bills of a private nature were repor- 
ted, read twice, and referred to the committee of the 
whole 

Mr. Hilliard, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, reported a bill remodelling our diplomatic sys- 
tem. The report presents a history of the diplomat- 
ic systems of the civilized world down to the sitting 
of the congress of Vienna, where three grades were 
established, to wit: ambassadors; ministers plenipo- 
tentiary and extraordinary; and ministers resident.— 
It gives a history of our own three grades, viz: min- 
isters plenipotentiary and extaordinary; ministers re- 
sident; and charges des affairs; and it proposes an al- 










mate a report on the subject of the delay in the 
execution of the public printing, concluding with a 
recommendation that no further action be taken in 
the matter. Thereport was adopted 

Ov motion of Mr. Goggin, the house resolved it 
self into committee of the whole, (Mr. Caled B. 
Smith in the chair ) and took up the resolution di- 
rectory tothe po-tmaster general relative to the 
transportation of the southern mail over the Wash. 
ington snd Richmond route. 

Mr. Goggin touk the four, and resumed the speech 
he had commenced yesterday in support of the reso- 
lution under consideration. When Mr. G. had con. 
cluded, or rather when his hour had expired, the 
committee proceeded to act on the resolutions and 
the anendments «ffered to the same. 

Various other amendments were offered, when— 

On motion the committee rose and reported the 
joiut resolution, with amendments. 

Mr. Stephens, of Ga., moved that when the house 
adjourns, «will adjourn over to Monday next, 
which motion was carried. The house adjourned to 
the 10th. 

Monpay, Jaw 10. Puostroads. The Speaker an- 
nounced that the first business im order would be the 
joint resolution, respecting the trausportation of the 
mails, and the amendments to the sawe recommend. 


Tuespay, Jaw. 11. Mr. Rockwell, chairman of 
the cOmmiltee on claims, rep ried several printed 
bills, which were read aud referred in the usual man- 
ner. He also reported a resolution for the clerk of 
the house to employ a suit ble person to meke oul a 
complete list of all claims tht have been presented 
to congress for thirty-two years past, and the action 
of congress on the same, in order lo enable the com- 
mittee to detect frauds. 

Upon the question of agreeing to this report « 





debate sprang up, in which Messrs. Houston, of Ala 


avd Stanton participated. Suuiry metions 
Ivtion rep cted. But no action had been had, when 

On motion of Mr. Vinton, the house resolved it 
self into committee of the whole, (Mr. Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, in the chair,) aud touk up the presiaent’s 
inessage. 


Mr. Andrew Stewart took the floor and addressed 
the committee tor ap hour in reply to the co upir 
ments paid yesterday to Mr. Poik, as the modrl pre- 
sident; and in tesiew and denunciation of Mr. Sc- 
cretary Walker's last treasury report. 

Mi. Venable, of N. C., followed in defence of the 
presidents Conduct i veloing the river and harbur 

















ed by the committee of the whole. 

Mr. Goggin moved to recommit the whole subject 
to the commuttee on the post offices and post roais, 
with instructions to report such facts as have come 
before it in the matter, 

Mr. Brodheod said the better way to get rid of the 
resolution would be to lay it on the table. He, 
therefore, made that motiun. 
and ways were ordered and stood, yeas 67, nays 124. 

Oa the passage 0! the resuiution as amended, ivir. 
Jones, of ‘Ten., called tor the previous question; anu 
\he call bad a second. 

The question, on agreeing to the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Jones, 0: Tenn., was put and deciwed 
by yeas and nays and lust. 


am. idment lost. 
The vote on the amendment offered by Mr. Hall, 


of Mo., was now pul, and on it the yeas aud nays 
Were ordered, and they stood as fellows: Yeas 10); 


nays 91. So this amendment was adopted. 
‘The question was now pul on orvering the resolu 


pn to be engrossed and decided in the uegalive.— 


So the resolution was killed. 


_,On motion of Mr. Vinten, the house now resolved 
sell into com uittee vl the whole (Mr. Juseph R. 
Jagersoll in the Chair) and took up the ptesidcut’s 


Mtssage for relerence. 
President's Message. Mr.McChrnand, of Iinois 
addressed tue Committee at lengtn. 


He went into a general delence of the measures 
of Mir. Potk, the war question and the veto uf the 


harbor and river bilt meuiuded. 


Mr. Stanton, of Tean., tullowed and took ground 
Againel the wuctrines laid down in the velu message 
He reviewed the argumenis ul the 


by the president. 
president aud argued to show thal they were incor 


rect.— He repiied to tue speech of Mr. Rnett, wade 
On a former day ou the suvject of mlerusi tap ove- 
He regretied the necessily of diffecimg trom 
lhe presivent—regetled i on acvoutl ol tue conse. 
queices, tor if tue presideni’s ductriue were tu ve Ported in one of the newspapers. 
Wily aud fairly carries vut on this subject i woulu | Orrur. 

wow Cul every light iuuse aud sweep away every | 
Peron the whole length of Our cuwois, udu iweve| then taken up. 


Ments. 


On which the yeus 


! Yeas 97; noes 96. The 
Speaker voted in the negative anu deciared the 


bill, and prosecuting the war. He argued against 
ithe views advanced yesterday by his iriend frove 
Tennessee, (Mr. Stanton,) i relation to the cunsti- 
tutional power of the general government to carry 


Mr. Ashmun's amendment, which the house had 
adopted, declaring the war to have been unconsiitu- 
lionaliy begun by the presideni ol the Unites States, 
ang to Mr. Webster’s speech, at Springtieiu, Massa 

chusetts, Geclaring that Mr. Poik deserved impeach- 
weni—dared, challenged, the w hig majority to carry 
out their work and send a oii) of mmpeachment 
against the president to the sevate—sei air. Web- 


spoke highly of General Payior,—and «ound up by 


provements by the general government. 
ul the present. 


adjourned A 


order. 


at 2 u’ciuvck this day. 


were demauded a..d stood, yeas YY: mays 74. 
the resviution was ijaid on tue tavie 











ternation in the grades, so as to send occasionally, 
ambassadors to governments where the spirit of re- 
publicanism is bursting into existence. It recommends 
a mission to Rome of one of the higher grades, and 
presents the reasons therefore. The bill was read and 


referred to the usual method. 

After the morning business was disposed of, the 
house resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
(Mr. Joseph R. Ingersoll in the chair,) and took up 
the president’s massage for reference to the several 


Rockwell. of Cunn., Ficklin, Henly. Pollock, Giddings | Standing comanittees. 


“ere | 
made iv repard tu the proper disposition of the reso- | 


Mr. Lincoln, of Hlinois, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the committee at length, and against 
the postulate in the message that the veginning of the 
war was the shedding of American blood upon Ame- 
rican soil 

Mr. Jumison, of Missouri, next obtained the floor, 
but gave way for a motion that the co.nmittee rise, 
which was carried, and then, 

On motion the house adjourned. 


Turourspay, Jan. 13. Mr. Evans rose to a privi- 
leged que-tion, aud moved to re cousider the vote of 
yesterauy laying on the table a resulysion of 11g sry 
relative to the rank of pursers aud urgeons te ine 
navy, reported by Mr. Sehenck, from the com witiee 
on naval affarrs. He tell that the merits of tie 





Wepyespay Jan. 12. The Chair announced that 
the resuiuliun reported yesterday irom the comuuttee 
on claims, respecting a listot ail Claims presented to tue 
congress since lie fourteenth congress, was first in put ow ts passase aud sdupired, tue V le Oeimg lawen 


Mr. Stephens, ot Georzia, moved to lay saiu reso- 
Jution on the tavle. On this wotion the yeas aud nays | 
. Sy nNegolsutions. 


He currected the 


The resolution from the committee on claims was | 


question were not uude rst vod. 
the motion to reconsider was decided, by tellers, 


ona system of interval improvements—aliuded to | in the affirmative, yeas 94. nays 66 


A motwn was nuw made to lay the resolutivn on 
the table, which was lust. 


The resolutions coming up for adoption, 

Mir. Schenck addressed the bouse al length on the 
merits of the question. He regretted that the house 
had deemed it proper io treat so summarily a reso 
} 


| lution simply of inquiry which bad been reported 
‘from a committee of the house. He took decided 








ler hud disqualified bimsel! vy bis Springhcid de- | and strong ground agaist the recent rule of the navy 
ciatalion, rum siliing im Judgment on the tetai— d: partment placing surgeons and pufsers ov an 


| equality in rank 1th heutenaots and cummandants, 


declating thal the whigs coulu not get the old chiles) gig itiustrates his pusition ina variety of ways. 
to declare himiseli in favor of a United States vaik, 


@bigh taut, the Wilmet provisy, or tmierpal im- 


Mr. Rhett, who wade the motion yesterday to lay 
the resotuiion on the tadle, tovk the Guor, and gave 
| his reasons for so duing. ‘The matter did uot pro- 





Mi. Kockwell, ct Conn., wex. obvtamed the fuor perly belong to the house. Jt was so told that he 
aud spok at seugih, muoinly agamel ihe Velo message | thought there must be sumetuing Vehind it. He ve- 


| plea to the remarks o1 the gentie.au irom Ohi, 


o > 4 4 } 
Atter bin, Mr. Lincoln, of Lilinois, took the Moor, | gg) contended teat the secretary of the wavy nad 
Ww hen, On mulivl, the Com liice rose, aid the huuac conferred DU rank, and had ihe puover tu counter no 


lrank upouw pursers and surgevis. It was only an 
uccour.udallug affabge ment On ship-Du td. 

Oiber te Bers Fore lO speek un the subject, Bul 

orning huur baveng expired, the resuluiton was 


| by testers. Yeus 83. ways «JY 


Mr. Robinson, of Indiana, rose and offered a reso- | dir, Boyd moves a fesvtutivn to stop the debaie 
i ? =e) i . ‘ > ’ 
lution to stop the debate on the presideut’s message | OP HE Plemh-€. bs Messase to iurrow, at Buh b 


\|A wuld Was node WW idy Lois resviuliva on ine 
‘table, aud wudupted, Dy yeas aud nays, 100 tv 9d. 


| President Poik’s reply to the cali for his Santa Anna 
fie t: py vi We pleside.t ty tus tc 
isviuiion ul the tuuse calilug tot milufaaliwn aud 


Mr. Andrew Stewart rose to make a person J expla- | sbsti ur tiugs reialive lo the telura ol Genera: Santa 
nation. Une point in his speech yesterday was misre- 


Anna intu Mearicu, » as taken up ald feud, 
Jus | 

fine message belug read, several 
inade i felietence «uv at. 

iit. Trumon Smith wuved to reler it lo the com- 
mittee on loregn relations. 


[See p. 
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Mr J. Q. Adams rose and moved that the message 
be referred to a select commitiee, of which he 
wished not to be a member, and hoped a report 
would be made which would show the president, that 
he was bound to communicate information of this 
public nature which the house of representatives 
had called for. 

Mr. Holmes, of S. C., complimented the president 
upon his firmness on this oceasion. He hoped he 
would in ali his official acts, as he had done in this 
act, take Washington for his guide. 

Mr. Schenck replied, and in indignant terms asked 
if the president was to be the master of the people 
and their representatives—to tel] them that although 
they had called upen him for information in relation 
to some of his public acts, and he poSsessed it, yet 
he deemed himself more capable than they to say 
whether it ought to be made public or not;—that he 
did consider it inconsistent with the public interest 
to make it public, and therefore he should not com- 
municate it, he should keep it to himself! 

Mr. Houston, of Alabama, next took the floor, and 
warmly defended the president in the matter, and re- 
plied to the remarks of Mr. Schenk. 

Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, followed, and declared his 
preference for the motion to refer the message to a 
select committee. The question was not whether the 
president would be justified in certain cases in with- 
holding from congress information in relation to pub- 
lic affairs which might be called for, but whether 
this was one of those cases. 

Mr. Charles J. Iugersoli (the chairman of the com- 
mittee on rules which reported the new rule fora 
member to address the house, if he chose, from the 
tribune, or clerk’s desk,) next rose to debate the 
question. Some member suggested that he should 
take the tribune, he did so, and read from the clerk’s 
desk, from Marshall’s Life of Washington, authority 
from Livingston, Washington, Madison and Marshall 
ior the course Mr. Polk had elected to pursue in this 
matier, aid then gave his views as corresponding 
with those of the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. 
Houston) who had preceded him. He replied to Mr. 

Toombs and aiso to Mr. Schenck, and closed by mov- 
ing to refer the message to the committee of the 
whole house and make it the order of the day for 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. Collamer, of Vermont, next addressed the 
house on the subject. He stated the magnitude of 
the great question which the information called for 
related to. The power to declare war was vested in 
congress. The president had taken this power into 
his own hands. The house had called upon him for 
some imformation in regard to the matter, and there- 
fore it was not one of those cases in which the presi- 
dent could properly withhold the information called 
for. 

Mr. Tompkins, of Mississippi, next obtained the 
floor, but gave w:y for a motion to be made. 

The motion to refer the message to the committee 
of the whole and make it the special order for ‘Tues- 

day next, was put and carried. 

On motion the house adjourned. 

a 

SPikbhCH OF MR. CALHOUN, OF S. C., 


IM THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, JAN. 4, 1848. 











The ivllowing resolutions, submitted some day- 
ago by Mr. Caihoun, coming up for consideratio: — 

Resclved, That to conquer Mexico and to hold it, 
either a8 a province, or to incorporate it in the un- 
jon, would be inconsistent with the avowed object 
for which the war bas been prosecuted, a depar 
ture from the settled policy of the government, in 
conflict with its character and genins, and, in the 
end, subversive of our free and popular imstitutious. 

Resolved, That no line of policy in the turther 
prosecution oi the war should be adopted which 
may lead to cunse quences so disasirous. 

Mr. Caihoun saiu; {n offering, senators, these re- 
solutions tur your consideration, 1 am governed by 
the reasons which induced me to oppose the war, 
end by which ] have been guverped since it wa: 
panctioned by congress. In alluding to my oppusi- 
tion to the wal, 1 do not intend (to touch on the rea 
sons which governed me on that occasion turlier 
than is necesssry to explain Wy wotives upon the 
present. 

I then opposed the war, not only bi cause it might 
have been easily avuided; not only because the pre- 
sident had no authority to order a part of the dis- 
puted territory in possession of the Mexicans to be 
occupied by vur troops; not only because | believed 
the allegations upon wirieh congress sanctioned the 





/to compe! Mexico to sign a treaty ceding sufficient 
(territory to indemnify the claims of our citizen 
'and of the country for the expenses of the war. | 
‘could not approve of this policy. 


Jalapa, Perote, and Puebla occupied; and, after 
O! the capital. 


peace? 


evils to the country, and greatly endanger its free 
institutions. But after the war was declared, by 


authority of the government, I acquiesced in what 
I could not prevent, and which it was impossible 


for me to arrest; and I then felt it to be my duty to 


limit my efforts to giving such direction to the war 


as would, as far as possible, prevent the evils and 


danger with which it threatened the country and its 


institutions. For this purpose, at the last session, I 
suggested to the senate the policy of adopting a de 


fensive line, and for the same purpose | now offer 


these resolutions. This, and this only, is the mo- 
tive which governs me on this occasion. |] am mov- 
ed by no personal or party considerations. My ob- 
ject is neither to sustain the executive nor to 
strengthen the opposition, but simply to discharge an 
important duty to the country. | doing so I shall 
express my opinion on all points with the freedom 
and boldness which becomes an independent senator, 
who has nothing to ask from the government or from 
the people. But when I come to notice those points 
on which J differ from the president, | shall do it 
with all the decorum which 1s due to the chief ma- 
gistrate of the union. 


] suggested a defensive line because, in the first 
place, | beheved that the only certain mode of 
terminating the war successfully was to take in- 
de mnity in our own hands, by occupying defensively, 
with our military force, a portion of the Mexican 
territory, which we might deem ample for indemni- 
ty; and, in the next, because I believed it would 
prevent a great sacrifice of life and property; but, 
above all, because | believed that it was the only 
way we could avoid the great danger to our institu- 
tions against which these resolutions are intended 
to guard. The president took a different view.—He 
recommended a vigorous prosecution of the war— 
not for conquest—that was emphatically disavowed 
—but for the purpose of conquering peace—that is, 


I opposed its 
among other reasons, because | believed there was 
no certainly that the object intended to be effected 
would ve accomplished, let the war be ever so suc- 
cess'ul. Congress thought differently, and granted 
auple provisions, in men and money, tor carryin: 
out the policy recommended by the president. [i 
has now been fully tested un'‘er the must favorable 
circumstances. it has been as successful as the 
most sanguine hope of the exeeutive could have an- 
ticipated. Victory after victory has followed in 
rapid succession, without a single reverse. Santa 
Anva repelled and defeated with all his forces at 
Buena Vista; Vera Cruz, with its castle, captured; 
the heights of Cerro Gordo triumphantly carried; 


many triumphant victories under the walis of Mexi- 
co, Its gates opened to us, and pul us in possession 
But what have all these splendid a- 
chievements accomplished? Has the avowed object 
oi the war been atial ed? Have we conquered 
Have we compelled Mexico to sign a Wwea- 
\y? Have we obtsined indemnity? No. Not ao 
Bingle object cunieupiaied by the campaign has 
been effected; and, what is worse, our difficulties 
are greater pow than they were at the commence- 
ment, aud the objecis sought more difficult to be 
accomplished. ‘l’o what is thatcompiete failure to 
be attribute? Not to our army. It has vone all 
that skisij and gallantry could accomplish. It is to 
be attributed to the policy pursued. The executive 
aimed al indemnity in a wrong way. Instead of 
taking it isto our own hands, when we had territory 
iu Cur possessivD ample lo cover the claims of our 
citizens und the expenses of the war,he sought it 
indirectly through a treaty with Mexico. He thus 
pul wt oulof our Own power, and under the control 
ul Mexico, to say »hether we sbould have indewni- 
ty or not, and thereby enabled her to defeat the 
whole object of the campaign by sunply relusing to 
cat wiih us. Owing to this aistaken policy, alter 
a most successiul and briliiaut Campaign, involving 
expenditure pot Jess, provabiy, thau forty uuliions 

vi dollars, aud the sucrifice, vy the sword and by 
disease, ol many valuable lives, probably not less 
chav sim oF seven Liousand, nothicg is ieit Dut the 

glory which our army bas acquired. 

but, as an apology fur ali this, it is insisted that 

ibe mululepance of a defensive line would have in 

voived as greal a sacrifice as the campaign iself.— 

Phe presigeut and the secretary of war have assign- 
ed many reasons lor entertaiming this opinion. | 
have eXamined them wih care. ‘This 1s nut the 

proper occasivn to discuss them, but | must say, 

with all due delerence, they are, to my mind, ulter- 
ly faliacious; aud to satusiy your minds that such is 





war untrue, bul irom high considerations of policy; 
because | believed it would lead to many anu serivus | 


the case, I wili place the suoject ih a single point o 
view. 





The line proposed by me, to which } suppose the; 
reasons were not intended to be applied, would by 
coveied in its whole extent from the Pacific Og 
to the Paso del Norte, on the Rio Grande, by the 
Gulf of Califormia, and the wilderness peopleq 
hostile tribes of Indians, through which no Mexican 
force could penetrate. For its entire occupang 
and defence, nothing would be required but a fey 
small vessels of war stationed in the Gulf, ang, 
single regiment to keep down any resistance from 
the few inhabitants within. From the Paso del 
Norte to the mouth of the river, a distance of a few 
tew hundred miles, a single fact will show what lit. 
(le force will be necessary to its defence. It was, 
frontier between Texas and Mexico when the form, 
er had but an inconsiderable population—not mor, 
than a hundred and fifty thousand at the utmost at 
any time—with no standing army, and but very fey 
irregular troops; yet for several years she main. 
tained this line, without any, except slight occasiop. 
al, intrusion from Mexico, and that too when Meyj_ 
co was far more consolidated in her power, anq 
when revolutions were not so frequent, and her moi 
ney resources were far greater than at present. | 
then, Texas alone, under such circumstances, coyid 
defend that frontier for so long a period, can any 
man believe that now, when she is backed by th, 
whole of the United States—now that Mexico 
exhausted, defeated, and prostrated | repeat, cay 
any man believe thal it would involve as great a 9. 
crifice to usof men and money to defend that frop. 
lier as did the last compaign? No. 1| hazard no. 
thing in asserting that to defend it for an indef- 
nite period, would have required a Jess sum than the 
interest on the money spentin the campaign, and 
fewer men than were sacrificed in carrying it on. 
So wuch forthe past. We now cowe to the 
commencement of another campaign; and the ques. 
lion recurs, what shall be done? The president, in 
his message, recou.mends the same line of pulicy—a 
vigorous prosecution of the war—not for conquest, 
that is again emphatically disavowed; vot to blot 
Mexico out of the jist of nations; no, he desires to 
see her an independent and flourishing coumunity, 
and assigns strong reasons for it; but to obtain an 
honorable peace. We hear no more of conquering 
peace, but | presume that he means by an honorable 
peace the same thing; thal is, to compel wlexico to 
agree to a treaty ceding a sufficient part of her ter- 
ritory,as an indewnity for the expenses of the war 
aud for the claims of our citizens. 
1 have examined with care the grounds on which 
the president renews his recommendation, and am 
agai compe led to dissent. Ibere are many and 
powertul reasons, more so even than those that ex- 
isted at the commencemen: of the last compatga, to 
jusiily wy dissent. The sacrifice in money wail be 
vastiy greater. ‘here 1s a bill for ten aduttional re- 
gunents vow before the senate, and another for 
twenty regiments of volunteers has been reported, 
authorizing i all the raising of an additional lorce 
oi something upwards of thirty thousand. This, in 
addition to that already authorized by law, will be 


|suiicient Lo Keep au efiective army iu Wiexiee of aot 


much, if any, less than seventy ttousand men, and 
wili raise the expenses of ithe campaizn to probably 
wot jess than sixty millions of dollars. 


To meet so iarge an expenditure would involve, 
in the present and prospective condition of the mo- 
uey market, itis to be appichended, uot a dittle em- 
barrassment. Last year money was abundant and 
easily obtamed. Au unfortunaie famine in Europe 
created afgreat demand for our agricultural pro- 
ducts. Juat turned the balance of trade greatly in 
our favor, and specie poured into the country with 
a stroug and steady current. No inconsiderable 
portion of it passed into the treasury, through the 
duties, which Kept it ful) in spite of the large sums 
remuted to meet the expenses of the war. Ihe 
case is dillerent pow. Instead of having a tide 
flowing in equai to the drain flowing out, the drain is 
now both ways. ‘The exchauges now are against us 
instead of being in our favor, and instead of specie 
flowing into the country from abroad it is owig 
out. in the mean tine the price of stocks and 
treasury notes, instead of being at or above par, 
have both falen below toa small extent. Tbe 
eflects of the depreciation of treasury notes will 
cause them to pass into the treasury in payment of 
the customs and other dues to the government as the 
cheaper currency, instead of gold and silver; while 
the expenses of the war, whether paid for oy the 
transmission of goid and silver direct to Mexico, oF 
by dratts drawn im favor of British merchants oF 
other capitalisis there, will cause whatever specie 
way be in the vaults of the treasary to flow frow 1% 
either jor rewittance direct on account of the ord 
bary transactions of the country, or to pay ihe drafts 
wiih may be drawn upon it, and which, when pa! 





in ihe present state of exchanges, willbe remutte 
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_ But this process of paying in treasury 
otes instead of gold and silver, and gold and silver 
fowing out in both directions, cannot continue long 
without exhausting its specie, and leaving nothing to 
meet the public expenditures, including those of the 


ar, but treasury notes. Can they under such cir- 


He takes very much the «ame view that [ do as to| lowing the example which we have been ¢o:demn. 
how 4& war ought to be prosecute! vigorously, and | ing as far back aa ms reelection extends 

what would he its resu'ts, with the difference as to 
the latter resting on a single contingency, and that a) the plan of forming a government in the 
remote one. 
taining peace results from this. that the people of | for indemnity, may not fail. 


He says that the great difficulty of ob 
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The president himself entertains dou 


ur haret hy 


; atoer 
which | have been considering, and treati e ith y 


~ 


In thate ise, he agrees 


cumstances preserve even their present value? Is| Mexico are divided under factious chieftams, and | that the very course to whick [ have said the v:-., 

there not great danger that they will fall lower and | that the chief in power dare not make peace, be. | ous proscention of the war -i!! inevitanly lead mint 
tower, and finally involve the finances of the govern- | ¢ause for doing so he would be displaced by 4 rival. |be token. He says, sfter having vitempted to estub- 
ment and the circulation of the country In the great- He also Says, that the only way to remedy thes evil lish atten a govern ment—after har ne employed the 
est embarrassment and difficulty? ‘ and to obtain a treaty is to put down the whole of best efforts to secure peace-—if all fail, tie “on 8! 

{s there not great danger, with this prospect before them, including the one in power as wellas the | hold on to the occupation of the country; we mus 

ys, and with the necessity of raising by loans near others. Well, what then! Are we to stop there? — take the fuli measure of indemnity into our hands 
forty millions, ofa commercial and financial crisis-— No. Our generals are, it seems, authorized to en and enforce such terns a3 the honor of the eauniy 
even possibly a suspension by the bank,? 1 wish courage and to protect the well-dispused inhabitants demanis.” These are his wods. Now. what 1s 
pot to create a panie; but there is danzer, which | in establishing a republican government. He says | this? Is it not av acknowledgmest tha’, if he fais 


makes a great difference, in a financial and moneyed 

int of view, between the state of things now and 
at the commencement of the iast session. Looking 
to the future, it is to be apprehended that not a little 
difficulty will have to be encountered in raising mo- 
ney to meet the expenses of the next campaign, if 
conducted on the large scale which is propused.— 
Men you may raise, but money will be found difficult 
to obtain. It is even to be apprehended that loans 
will have to be negotiated on very disadvantageous 
terms for the public. In the present state of things, 
if they grow no worse, there can be no resort to 
treasury poles. They cannot be materially increas- 
ed without a ruinous depreciation; and a resort must 
be had exclusively, or almost entirely so, to borrow- 
ing. But, at the present prices of stocks, to borrow 
go large 3 Sum as will be necessary can only be done 
at a greatly increased rate of interest on the nominal 
gmount of stock. Ina recent conversation with a 
gentleman well informed on this subject, he said that, 
in his opinion, if forty millions are recuired, a loan 
could not be had for more than nivety for one hun- 
dred, which would be avout at the rate of seven per 
cent. 

These are formidable objections, but they arc not 
the only ones that are more so than they were at the 
commencement of the last campaign. 1 hold that 
the avowed object for the vigorous prosecution of 
the war ts less certain of being realized now than it 
was then; and, if it should fail to be realized, it will 
leave our affairs in a far worse condition than they 
are alpresent. That object, as bas been stated, is 
to obtain an honorable treaty: one which, to use the 
language of the president, will give indemnity for 
the past and security for the future—that is, a treaty 
which will give us a cession of territory not only 
equal to our present demand for indemnity, but 
equal to the additional demand: equal tothe entire 
expenses to 5~ incurred in conducting the campaign, 
and a guaranty from the government of Mexico tor 
its faithful execution. Now, senators,! hold that, 
whether the war is successful or unsuccessful, there 
is hot only no certainty that this object will be ac- 
complished, but almost a certainty that it will not 
be. If the war be unsucces-ful; if our arms should 
be baffled, as [ trust and believe they will not be; 
but if, from avy unfortunate accident, such should 
be the case, it is clear that we shall pot be able to 
negotiate a treaty that will accomplish the object 
intended. Ona the contrary, if the war should be 
successful, it is almost equally certain that, in that 
case, the avowed object for prosecuting the war vi- 
gorously will not be accomplished. 1 might take 
higher ground, and maiotain that the more success 
fully the war is prosecuted the more certainty the 
object avowed tu be accomplished will be defeated, 
while the objects disavowed wuuld as certainly be 
accomplished. 


What is the object of a vigorous prosecution of the 
war? How can it be successful? I can see but one 
way of making it 80, and that is by suppressia, all 
resistance on the part of Mexico; overpowering and 
dispersing her army, aod utterly overthrowing her 
government. But if that should be done; if a vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war should lead to that result, 
how are we ‘to obtaip an honorable peace? With 
whom sball we treat for indemnity for the past and 


security for the future? War may be made by one 
if all au- 
thority is overthrown in Mexico, where will be the 
power to enter into negotiation and make peace?— 


party, but it requires two to make peace. 


Our very success would defeat the possibility of 
Making peace. 
in peace, bul in conquest, nol in pegotiauon, bul in 


Subjugation; and deleat, |] repeat, the very object 
you aim to accomplish, aid accomplish that which 
you disavow to be your intention, by destroying the 
Separate exisicnce of Mexico, overturowing her na- 
tionality, and blotting out her name trom the list of 
hations, insicad of leaving ber airce republic, which 
the president has eo earnestly expressed his desire 


to do. 


If 1 understand his message correctly, 1 have his 


such a government only by fear of those military 
chicftains. He proposes, when they have thus form- 


In that case, the war would not end 


they are numerous, and are prevented from express- 
ing their opinions and making ap attempt to form 


ed a government, under the encouragement and pro- 
tection of our army, to obtain peace by a treaty with 
the gover) ment thus formed which shall give us ain- 
ple indemnity for the past and security for the fu- 
ture. 1 mus say I am at a loss to see how a free ans 
independent republic can be established in Mexico 
under the protection and authority of its conquerors. 
{ can readily understand how an aristocracy or a 
despotic government might be, but how a free re- 
publican government can be so established, under 
such circumstances, is to me incomprehensible. | 
I had always supposed that such a government inust 
be the spontaneous wish of the people; that it must 
emanate from the hearts of the people, and be sup. 
ported by their devotion to it, without support from 
abroad. But it seems that these are antiquated no 
tions—obsolete ideas—and that free popular govern- 
ments may be made under the authori‘y and protec- 
tion of a conqueror. 


But suppose these difficulties surmounted, how can 
we make a free government in Mexico? Where are 
the materials? It is to be, | presume, a confederated 
government like theic former. Where is the intelli- 
gence in Mexico for the construction and preserva- 
tion of such a government? It is what she has been 
aiming at for more than twenty years, bul so ullerly 
incompetent are her people for the task, that it has 
been a complete failure from first to last. The 
great body of the intelligence and wealth of Mexico 
is concentrated in the priesthood, who are naturally 
disinclined to that form of government; the residue, 
for the most part, are the owners of the haciendas, 
the larger planters of the country, but they are 
without concert and destitute of the means of form 

ing such a government. But if it were possible to 
establish such a government, it could not stand with- 
out the protection of our armny. It would fall as soon 
as itis withdrawn. 

If it be determined to have a treaty, it would be a 
far preferable course, a8 it appears to me, to abstain 
from attacking or desiroyiug the government now 
existing in Mexico, and to treat with it, if indeed it 
be capable of forming a treaty which 1t could main. 
tain and execute. Upon that point | do not profess 
to have any information beyond that derived from 
conversations with those who have been in Mexico; 
but from all that I can hear, it may be doubted whe- 
ther we have not already pushed what is called a 
vigorous prosecution of the war, so far as not to leave 


our forces are wit:drawo. Such I kuow to be the 
opinion of intelligent officers. They concur in think 


that portion of Mexico which we require lor indem- 
nity, defensively, or be compelled tu return and re- 
new the prosecution of the war. Ii such 


that it requires great discretion and prompt action 
ob our part to avoid il. 


to take the government into our own hands, just a 





cWn authority for the conclusion io whieh 1 come.— 





sufficient power and influence in the government lo 
enter into a treaty which would be respected when 


ing that the existing government at Queretaro, if it 
should enter into a treaty in conformity with the 
views expressed by the execulive, would be over- 
thrown, and that we should be compelled to defend 


is its 
weakness, it may be apprehended that even now, 
without pushing the vigorous prosecativo of the war 
further, we are greatly exposed to the danger whici 
these resolutions are intended lo guard against, and 


But, vefore leaving this part of the subject, I must 
enter my protest, as one of the represeutatives of a 
state of this Union, against pledging protectivu to any 
government established in Mexico under our own 
coubtepance or eucouiagement. It wouid imevilabdly 
be overthrown as s00u as our forces are wilhdrawn, 
and we would be compeiled, in fulfilment of plighted 
faith, implied or expressed, tv returu and reiastaie 
such government in power, to be again overturued 
and again reinstated, until we should be compelicd 


the Engiish have been compelied again aud agua lo 
do in Kindostan, under similar circumstances, until 


in establishing a government with which he can treat 
in Mexico—after putting down ali resista.ee under 
the existing government, we must make a conquest 
of the whole country, and hold it subject to our con 

trol? Can words be stronger? ‘Occupy the whole 
country” —‘‘take the full measure of inde:nnity—no 
defensive line—no treaiy—and enfor-e terms.”- 
Terms on whom? Qn the government? No. no ho 
To enforce terms on the people individually: thai Is 
to say, to establish a government over thats in the 
forin of a province, 


The president is right. If the vigorous prosecu- 

tion of the war should be successful, and the con- 
tingency on «hich he exprets to make a treats fails 

there will be noretreat. Every argument against 
calling back the army and taking a defensive line 
will have double force, after having spent sixty mii- 
lions of dotlars and acquired the possession of the 
whole of Mexico, and the interests in favor of keep- 

ing possession would be much more powerful then 
than now. The army itseif will be larger. Those 
who live by the war, the numerous contractors, the 
merchants, the sutlers, the speculators is land and 
mines, and ail who are profiting directly or indirect- 
ly by its prosecution, will be advisers to retiring 

and will swell the cry of holding onto our con- 
quests. They constitu'e an immense body of vast 
influence, who are growing rich by what is impo- 
verishing the rest of the country. 

It is at this stage that the president speaks of tak- 
ing the indemnity into our own hands. But why 
delay it until the whole country is subdued? Why 
not take it now? A part of Mexico would be a better 
indemnity now than the whole of Mexico would be at 
the end of the next campaign, when sixty millions of 
dollars will be added to the present expenditures. 
We would indeed acquire a control over a much 
larger portion of her population, but we would never 
be able to extort from them, by all the forms of 
taxation to which you can resort, a sum sufficient to 
pay the force uecessary to hold them in subjection. 
That force must be a large one, not less certainly 
than forty thousand men, according to the opinion 
of the senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis,) who 
must be regarded us a competent judge upon this 
point. He stated in debate the other day that the 
army vow there, exceeding that number, are in da: 
ger; aud urged, on that account, the immediate pas- 
sage of the bill to raise ten regiments. On this sub- 
ject it is as well to speak oul plainly at once. We 
shall never obtuin indemnity for the expeuditures of 
ihe war. They must come out of the pockets 
of the people of the United States; and the longer 
the war is continued, and the more numerous our 
army, the greater will be the debt, and the heavier 
the burthen imposed upon the country. 

If these views be currect, the end of the olicy 
recommended by the president, whether contemplat- 
ed or not, will be to force the government to adopt 
one or the other alternatives alluded to in these re- 
solutions. With this impression I cannot support 
the policy he recommends, for the reasons assigoed 
in the first resolution. The first of these is, that it 
would be inconsistent with the avowed object for 
which the war has been prosecuted. That it would 
be so 1s apparent from what has already been said 
Since the commencement of the war uuial this lime. 
the president has coutinually disa-owed the intention 
of conquering Mexico and subjecting her to our 
control. He has constantly prociaimed that the only 
ooject was indemnity, and that the war is prosecui- 
ed to obtain it by treaty; anu yet, if the reguits 
should be as I have Stated, the ead wili be, nat wuat 
was disavowed will be accomplished, and what bus 
been avowed to be ils Object will De defeated. Such 
a result would be a deep and lasting impeachment 
of the sincerity or the inteliience of the S°vern- 
ment: of its sincerity, because directiy opposed to 
What it has coutinuaily aod emphatically dis.vowed: 
or oi its inieliigence, for not perceiving what ought 
>| to have been so readily anticipated, 

We have heard much vf the reputation which our 











it has Jed to ils cnlire conquest. 





Let us avoid ivi- 


country bas acquired by this war. Ll ucknowieuge it 
tu the lull amount, as iar as the military is concerg- 
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ed. The army has done its duty noble. and eonfer- 
red high honore an the country, for whieh | sincerels 
thank hem; but | apprehend that the reputation ac- 
quired does vot go veyond this, and that in other 
respects we have lost instead «of acquiring reputation 
by the war. It would seem certain,.from all publi 
cations from obroad, that the governn:ent itself has 
not gained reputation in the eyes of the world for 
justice, moderation or wisdom, Whether this be 
deserved or not, il is not for me to ing tre at presen'; 
] am now soeaking merely of reputation, and in that 
view it appeurs that we have lost abroad as much in 
cist} and political reputation as we have acquired 
for our skill and valor in arms. But. much aal re 
gard militury glory, as much as T rejoice to witness 
the display of that indo-itable energy and courage 
which surmounts all difficulties. 1 would be sorry 
-indeec that our government should loge any portion 
of that high character for justice, moderation, and 
discretion which distinguished it in the early stages 
of our history. 

The next reason assigned is that, either holJing 
Mexic: a8 4 provinse or meorporating her into the 
Uni n, wouid be unprecedented by any example in 
oor bistory. We have conquered many of the neigh 
boring tribes of Indions, bul we have never though! 
of te lding them i subjection or of it corporating 
them inty our Union. They have been left as an 
independent pevple in the midst of us, or been dri 
veu back into the furesis. Nor have we ever incur- 
porated into the Union any but the Caucasian race. 
To incorporate Mexico would be the fiest departure 
of the kind; for more than haf of its population are 
pure ludians, ano by tar the larger portion of the 
residue mixed bieud. | pretest against the incorpo- 
ration of auch » people. Ours is the government ol 
the white man. he grea: misfortune of what wa- 
formerly Spanish A:nerica, is to be traced to tne 
fatal error of piacing the colored race on an eq sality 
with the white. That error destroyed the sucial ar- 
rangement which turmed the basis of tneir society. 
This error we have whoity escaped. ‘The Brazili- 
ans, formerly a province of Portugal, have escaped 
aisu tu a considerable extent; and they and we are 
the only people of luis continent who have made 
revolutions without anarehy. And yet, with this ex 
ampie before them, aud vur unifurm practice, there 
are those among us who tlk apout erecting these 
Mexicans inte territorial governments, and placing 
them on an equality «ith the people of these states. 
I uiterly protest Against the project. 

[i i- a remarkable fact, in this connection, that, in 
the whole bistury of man, as far as ny inivrmation 
extends, there Is ho tnsla.ce whatever ol any civ 
Ize eolbned race, oi any shade, Oving foutud equal 
to the establi-hiwwent and maintenance ot free govern 
Went, ont ugh by far she largest proportion of the 
uta fumity 1s Conposed Of them: and even in the 
Buvuge stale we rarery find thea any where with 
such governments, exe. pe i be our Hudle s vagrs; 
for neore | oni call them for their many high quai 
ties. They tor the wost part had tree institutions, 
bul & ch tustitutions are wuch more easily Sustained 
winung o soVage "han wv civiized peupie. Are we to 
assuciale wiih vyurseives as eqGidls, Co wpauions, aud 
feliow btzeus, the |icaiaus anu mixed races o 
Menice? | would . oosider suct assucrativn as de- 
grading ty uur se ives aod tolaéi to vur fosts utious. 

‘Phe went Pemutiin. reasves assigned, that it would 
be mm co. thet wilh the genius avd efaracter of vu: 
government, avd, im the «fd, suoversive of our ree 
jostitu so sree Pete ately Commected, aud 

cnaider then together. 


That 1 would be contrary to the genius and cha 
rath r ul oul gud: Pumeut, avd seQversive vl Out iree 
pypulel justhautlions, to huld Mexio as a su jeu 
pruvince, is 4 propysition tue ciear tur ai gument be 
fore a Dewy 8U culigntened as the s¢uate. You kaw 
the Awefitun Cunstiuution too well, you have ivok d 
nie islet), ved wre luv weil acqualuted Wiki the 
jatui etlect Which lar. © provinc'al pusressivns have 
eve: hau vu the tnsiilulious Of Ifee slules, lu nee 
any provi tu satis.) you bow lustre t would De b. 
lic sesttiuctens of tuts cuunlry to uid Mexico as a 
subject province. Pere is bul an exaimpie ov re 
curd vi any free state buiulng a previhce ob the 
Bane eXtent aid population Wilhvur disasifous Cun- 
sequeuces Phe Haliohs cubqucreu and held as 
preViuces have, Its Cine, Petalioied by destroy Ing the 
hiuerty of thelr Cunquerufs, through te Currupting 
effect of extended patrunage aud iresponsibie pow 
er. Such cerlatuiy woulda ve vurcase. Puce cou 
quest vi Mexicu would add su vasti, lo the patru- 
hege of Lils gvverndment, thal wuuid atsurp the 
whole puwers Of the st tes: the Uisnion would vecourx 
Bh hepertal puwer wud tie sistes reduced lo met. 
SULOTLlbsle Cul puralivns. Bui toe evil would uut cis 
bucie; tue process Wuuid go uv, aud tie power traus 
jerred irum the siales to the Uston would be trans- 
Jeried cruus tiie legisiative depurtueul lo the exc. 


bo svat 





cutive. All the im vense patronage which holding 
Mesieo as) province would create, the maintenase~ 
of a large army to hold it in subjection, and the ap 
pointment of a mnititude of civil officers necessary 
to govern it, would be vested in him. The great in- 
fluence « hich it would give the president would be 
the means of controlling the legislative department, 
and snhjecting it to his dictation, especially when 
co bined with the principle of proscription which 
has now become the established practice of the go- 
vernment. The struggle to obtain the presidential 
chair would become proportionably great—so great 
as to destroy the freedom of elections. The end 
would be anarchy or despotism as certain as ] am 
now addressing the senate. 

Let it not be said that Great Britain is an exam- 
ple tc the contrary; that she holds provinces of vast 
extent and population without materially impairing 
the liberty of the subject, or exposing the govern- 
ment to violence, anarchy, confusion, or corruption. 
It isso, But it must be attributed to the peculiar 
character of her government. Of all governments 
that ever existed, of a free character, the British far 
transcends them all in one particular, and that is, its 
capacity to bear p:tronage without the evils usually 
incident to it. She can bear more, in proportion to 
population and wealth, than any government of that 
character that ever existed; 1] might even go further, 
and assert, than despotism itself, in its most absolute 
form. I wall not undertake to explain why it is se 
It will toke me further than the course which I have 
preserthed tor myself than | desire; but | will say, in 
4 few words, that it results from the fact that her 
rxecutive and the house of lords (the conservative 
branches of her government) are both hereditary, 
while the other house of paritament bas a popular 
character. The Roman goverament exceeded the 
British in its capacity tor conquest. No government 
ever did exist, and none probably ever will, which, 
im that partreular, equailed it; but its capacity to 
hold co: quered provinces in subjugstion was nothing 
compared to that of Great Britain; and hence, when 
the Roman power passed beyond the limits of Ltaly, 
crossed the Adtiatic, the Mediterranean, and the 
Alps, liberty fell prostrate: the Roman people be- 
came a rabble; corruption penetrated every depart- 
ment of the government; violence and anerehy ruled 
the day, and military despotism closed the scene.— 
Now, on the contrary, we see England, with subject 
proviwces of vasily greater territorial extent, and 
probably of not intertur population, (1 have compar 
ed thet,) we see her, | repeat, going o withoul the 
persunal liberty of the subject Demy maierally im 
paired, or ihe government subject lo violence or an- 
archy! Yet Enugtend tas nut wholly escaped the 
curse Wuich must ever Delall a iree government 
which nolds extensive provinces in subjugation; tor, 
althuugh she has not lost her liberty or talien into 
avarchy, yet we behold the population of Eugiaad 
crusted tu the carte vy the supermeumbent weight 
vil d+ Dt and laxslion, which may one day terminate 
mreveluiion, the wealth derives from her con 
q ests and proviicial pussessivus May have conirs 
vuted tu sweil ihe overgrown lurtuues of Whe upper 
classes, but has done nothing to alieviate the pres: 
sure on the laboring Ma-ses Velow. Ou the contrary, 
Lue expenses incident iv ther Conguestand of guverue 
ing abd bhowding them tn subjection, have Deen dra -u 
maitty (ow leet labor anu have mcreased instead 
vt decreasing the weight of tue messuce. It has 
placed &@ Lurceo upon ibem, which, with ofl their 
ski aud tieustry, wiih all (he Vast accumulation of 
caphaland power of machmery wilt which they 
are awed, they are scarce capauie of veating, with 
vul being recuced ty the lowest depts of poverty. 
take, tor exaapie, Leland, her eartiest and vearest 
Cunques!, and is it nuttu tis Gay a Cause ol heavy 
eXpeniec, sud a Durilici, Instead of a suurce ul re 
venue? 


On the contrary, our government, in this patticu- 
lar, 18 the very reverse ol the British. OF ail free 
Beveruipents i has the least Capacity, mu proportion 
lu the wealth and population vi the Cuumry, tv Dear 
patrovag . ‘Dbe gevius of the two, ip this particular, 
Is precisely » pposite, however wuch alike lu exters- 
or forms and wiher particulsrs. ‘Phe cause of this 
vlciewee | owili pot undertake to explain on the 
, tere: beceusion, Jt fesults row tis feuerai Charac- 
ier aed elective Chict magtstral 5 und, 0 tar irow 
ine example of Gieat Binsin cousituimg a sate 
precevelt tor Us ty tuvllusw, We iittie she has gaioed 
ium her pumervus Corguests and Vast provincial 
possessi ns, aiid the heavy Durdeu- which it tas tn 
pered Upon Ler peopre lv meet the consequent ex- 
pebses, ought to be to us a Warning never w be tor 
aviten; especially when we reflect thal, irom the 
palure of uur guoverbient, We would ve su itable to 
ne Other aud  reuicr evi-s irom » hich she, iruw ihe 

wlure of her govei mment, is wa great weusure ex: 





vlupled. Such apd so weighiy ase lie Odjeciivous to 





conquering Mexico, and holding it as a subject 
vinee, Pro. 

Nor are the reasons Jess weighty against ineop 

; : . 
rating her into the Union As far as law is cong, 
ed, that is easily done. All that is necessary oe 
establish a territorial government for the Severs] 
states in. Mexico, of which there are upwards ot 
twenty; lo appoint governors, judges, and Magis 
trates, and te give to the population a subordinat, 
right of making laws, we defraying the cost of the 
government. So far as legislstion goes, the ap 
will be done; but there would be a great difference 
between these territorial governments and those 
which we have heretofore established within oy, 
own limits. These are only the offsets of our own 
people, or foreigners from the same countries from 
which our ancestors came. The first settlers jn the 
territories are too few in number to form and syp. 
port a government of their own, and are under objj 
a to the government of the Unite States for 
urming one for them, and deiraying the expense of 
maintaining it—knowing as they do, that, when th. 
have sufficient population, they will be permitted to 
form a constitution for themselves, and be ad .itted 
as amember of the Union. During the period of 
their territorial government, no force ts necessary to 
keep them in» state of subjection. The case wii 
be entirely different with the-e Mexican territories, 
When you form them, you must have powerful gr. 
mies to hold them in supjection, with all the €Xpen- 
ses incident to suyporting them. You may call them 
territories, Dut they would, m reality, be but, ro. 
vinces under another name, and “ould involve the 
country in all the difficulties and dangers which | 
have already shown would result from holding the 
country in that condition. How long this state of 
things sould last befure they would be fitted to be 
incorporated into the Union as states, we way form 
sume idea from similar instances with which we are 
familiar, SJreland has been held in subjection by 
England for many centuries, and yet rematus hustle, 
although her peuple are of a kindred race wiih the 
cuvquerors. The French cotuny in Canada suil en. 
tertains hostile feelings towards their conquerors, 
although living in the midst of them for nearly one 
hundred years. If we may judge from these ex- 
aiuples, it would not be unsale to conclude thal the 
Mexicans never will be heartily reconciled to our 
authority. “The better class have Castilian blood in 
iheir veins, and are of the oid Guthic stock—quile 
equal to the Augio-Saxons in many respects, end in 
seme superior. Ol ail the peuple vpon earth they 
are the iust perlivacious; trey build vul longer, aud 
vilen when there would seem to be no prospect of 
ever making effectual resistance. Lt is adsnittes, | 
believe, un ali hands, that they are bow universally 
Lostile to us, and the probability is will Continue 90. 

Kut suppose this difficulty removed. Supjose 
thew husititty shouid cease, and they should Becune 
desirous of veg incerporated itv our Uniwn— 
O.o.gnt we ts adunt tuem? Are the slexicats fit Lo 
be polilially assuciated with us? Ave they Ut not 
vply tu govern themselves, Oui for goveru us alsvi— 
Are avy of you, senalufs, willing Uial your slate 
should cuomsiliule a member of a Untun, of whieh 
iwenly odd WeXican stakes, mure luau Que third ul 
the whole, - Ould be a part, ine tar greater part of 
ihe 1tebilauis of Which ate pure ludians, not equal 
m mbelligence and el. vation vf Character tu We 
Crercvkees, Cuvctaws, ur any of vur soutuern lodian 
Wilk >? 


We make a great mistake in supposing all people 
are CapaDle of seil government. Acthug under thal 
upressiul, auy afe ahXious lu iuice tree gover: 
ment oy ail ibe peuple ol this continent, and over 
the world, if they tad the power. It hus been laely 
urged in a Very respectavie quarter that Ut 18 the 
wissivn of this Cuuuiry lo spread civil aud Preligivus 
liberty over all the gigue, and especiaily user this 
Coniiment—even Oy ivice, il necessary. Lt is a sad 
delusion. Nuve but a peop:e advanced toa high 
Slate uw moral aud mlelicctuai excellence are capa: 
Die, tu a ChvilizZed conuiion, Of lurming aud mall: 
taining ree guveruments; aud among ihuse whe are 
60 far advanced, very few weceed uave bad the govd 
| fortune tu lor Cunsuiutions capa le al endurauce. 

liisa remarkavle fact im the poinical besiery of 
man, thal tere 18 scarcely au imstance uf a [ree 
Cuvstiluliuval goveruimcal Which bas Deen the wor 

exCiusively ul luresignt and wisduu. ‘They have all 
Veen Le resuil OF @ buriunale Cowdigativn vl CI 
cumsauces. Li is w very difficult task tu meke 4 
cupsitulion Worthy of being cailed su. Tuts aduil 
rabie ic deral co. situtivn of Ours ts ibe resull of such 
acomVination. lias supeérion to tue wisdom of a0 
veal ui tue meu by whuse agency it was made.— 
Ihe force of cucumstances; anu not  lore-ight oF 
Wwisdum, mductd them ty adopt inany ul is w pact 
pis Vistuls. 
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t wise constitutions, still ae aS wa 

dom long to preserve them. It is garder to 
er ale them than to obtain hhbertv. After years 
ry: rity, the tenure by which it is held is but 
s Piften forgotten; and | fear, senators, that such is 
. case with us. There is no solicitude now about 
. jt was not so in the early days of the 


epbiie. Then it was the first object of our soli- 
ae: The maxim then was, that * power is always 


stealing from the many to the few;” “the price of 
jiberty is per etual vigilance.” hen no question of 
any sigh\tude came up in which the firat inquiry 
was rot ‘Is it constitutional?” “ is it consistent with 
our free popular irstitutions?” “how ts it to effect our 
Jiberty?” Itisnotsonow. Questions of the greatest 
magnitude are now discussed without reference or 
allusion to these vital considerations. Thave been 
often struck with the fact that, in the discussions of 
the great questions in which we are row engaged, 
relating to the origin and the conduct of this war, 
their effect on the free institutions and the liberty of 
the people have scarcely been alluded to, although 
their bearing in that respeci is so direct and disas 
trous. They would, in former days, have been the 
great and kindling topics of discussion, and would, 
above all others, have had the most p -werful effect 
ip arousing the attention of the country. But now 
other topics occupy tne atiention of congress and of 
ihe country—military glory, extension of the empire, 
and the aggrandizement of the country. To what 
js this great change to be attributed? Is it because 
there has been a decay of the spirit of liberty among 
the people? I think not? I believe that it was 
never more ardent. The true cause ix, that we 
have ceased to remember the tenure by which lib 
erty alone can be preserved. 

We have had so many years of prosperity—passed 
through so many difficulties and dangers without the 
loss of Jiverty; that we begin to think that we hold it by 
right divine Irom heaven itself. Under this impres. 
sivo, without thinking or reflecting, we plunge into 
war, contract heavy debts, increase vasily the pa 
tronage of the executive, and indulge in every spe— 
cies of extravagance, without thinking that we ex- 
pose our liberty to hazard. It is a great and fatal 
mistake. The day of retribution will come; and, 
when it does, awiul will be the reckoning, and heavy 
the responsibility somewhere. 


] have now shown, senators, that the conquest of 
Mexico, and holding it as a subject province, or in- 
corporating it into our Union, 1s liable tothe many 
and irresistible objections assigned in the first reso- 
lution. I tiave alsu shown that the policy recom- 
mended by the president, ti carried oul, would ter— 
minate in all probability in its conquest, and holding 
it either in one or the other mode stated; and ‘ha 
such is the opinion of the president bimsell, unless 
in the mean time peace can be ontained. Believing, 
then, this line of poticy might lead to consequences 
80 disastrous, it ought nol, iu my opinion, tn the 





language ot the second resvlution, tv ve wdopied.— 
Thus thinking I cannot give my support. The ques } 
tion is then presented. What siould be done? Ii is a | 
great and difficult question, and daily becoming more 
so. 1, who have ured every effort in my power to 
prevent this war, who have incurred greater respon- 
sibility in relation to it. But 1 wili not shriok from 
any responsibility where the safety of the country or 
its institutions ure at stuke. 

The tirst consideration in determining what line of 
policy, in the present state of things, ought to be 
adopied, is to decide what line will most effectually 
Guard ay inst the dangers which I have shown would 
result from the conquest of Mexico, and the Cisas 
trous consequences » hich would follow it. 

Alter the wost mature reflection which | have been 
able tu give to the subject, Iam uf opinion now, and 
have been from the first, that the only One by which it 
Can be certuiniy guarded against is to take the question 
Ol indemnity 11 our own hands—to vccupy deiensive- 
ly, and hold subject to negotiation, a portiva of ihe 
lerritory of Mexico, which we may veem ample to 
cover ail proper claims upon her, aud w hich wall De 

8 Suited to us to acquire and Jeast disadvantageous 
lo ber to lo-e. Such was my iwpres:iovu when the 
Message of the president of the Uniied States r.com- 
mended to congress the recognition of the existence 
of the war with Mexico. My view, at thal ime, as 
to the proper course tu be pursued, was to vute tne 
Supplies, to rescue Gen. Teylor and his army from 
the dangers which surrounded Uiew, aid take thue 
to determine whether we should recoguise the war 
ornot, Had it been adopted, | would have insisied 
On Faising a provisiunal army, to be Cullected at so..€ 
Proper point and to ve trained and discipiimes; Bui 
lo postpone the declarationof war until ihe Congres» 
of Mexico, in which, according t» her cousututivn, 
the war making power resided, -would ve aliowed 
lime to disavow Lhe mieution ol mekiig War un us, 





8nd to adjust ui) diflcredces uetween the lwo coum 
* 


fensively. us I bave just stated, instead of declorin: 
war formally against her; and that mainly for the 
purpose of avoiding the very dangers against which 
these resolutions are intended to guard But such 
was the urgency which: was suppos-d then to exist that 
no time was allowed to present or press these views 
upon the senate. Such a course, besides the saving 
of an immerse sacrifice of men and movrey, and 
avoiding the many other evils to which the course 
adopted has already subjected the country, would 
have effectually prevented our being entangled in 
the aflaira of Mexico, from which we find it now so 
difficult to extricate ourselves. This consideration 
alone gives it decisive advantages over the course 
adopted, and makes it vastly superior, even if it 
should involve the same sacritice of men and money 
to maintain a defensive line, as would, to use the 


Mexico is to us as as a dead body, and this is the 


the corpse. 


tutions. 
all. If that be preserved, every thing will be pre 
served; but if lost, all will be dost. 
it is indispensable to adopt a course of moderation 
and justice towards all other countries; to avoid war 
when ever itcan be avoided; to let those great causes 
now operating continue to work, and which, by the 


‘mere operation of time, will raise our country to an 


elevation and influence which vo country has ever 


me a = a 


tries. But, if she refused, even then | would have | executive, at least in proesson. il this war is 
advised to seize, by way of reprisal, the portion of ‘oing more to ealarge his patronage than any othe- 
her territory which we might select, and hold it de- 


policy which your opponents cou'd have adopted. — 
You profess to be in favor of 1 neta!tic currency, — 
Do you not sée that, with the increa.« of stocks aad 
treasury notes, you are in danger o being pling +d 
agai into the lowest depths of the paper avstem? — 
You, a* a party, have advocated the foctrins >f fr-e 
trade. Do you not see that, by the vast increas of the 
exvenditares of the country, and the heavy pterest 
which you will have to pag on the publie teat, you 
are creating a necessity of isecreasing tha daties on 
imports to the highest point that revenue will admit, 
and thus depriving ‘he country of all the preetical 
henefits of free trad, and prev ‘nNting the gverame st 
from making any material reduction, anti! he vaole 
debt is paid, which cannot b expected ducing this 
generation? What could your opponents hive done 





only way that wecan cut the cord which binds us to 


In recommending this line of policy I lock not to) 
the interests of Mexico, but to those of our own coun-/ then, to save yourselves from such a resu't, do you 
try, and (o the preservation of its free popular insti- 
With me the liberty of the country is all in 


To preserve il, 


| more, or even as much, to destroy asystem of policy 
'which you claim to distiagaish you from them, aod 


usual phrase, the vigorous prosecution of the war.— | to establish that which you allege to be the reason 


why they should be excluded from power? Hs not 
and will not this war policy, if persisted in, effeetu- 
ally and finally obliterate the line of policy whieh you 
have insisted as distinguishing you fro:n the»? Why, 


hesitate to adopt the course of poiiy 1 have sugge-t- 
ed, as the only certsin means of preventing tuese 
and other eviis, and the danger lo whieh vur insti- 
tutions are expos i? The pride of opinion may fre- 
sist. | know the difficully, and respec! it, + ith which 
we yield measures that we have advecatrd, even 
when time has shown them tv De wrong. Bat true 
/maguanimity and the highest honor commaud that 
we should abandon them when they threaten to oe 








heretofore attained. By pursuing such a course, we 


injurious mstead of beneficial to the cuvuntry. Lt 
would do great credit to the party 10 power to adopt 


may succeed in combining greatness and liberty; the | the policy now, in reference to the war, of taking 
highest possible greatness with the largest measure | tndemnity ito our hands, by as-uasing a deleusive 
of jiberty—and do more to extend inverty by our! position, stich, ican bardly be duubdted, they would 
example, over this continent and the worid generally | have duve «hen the war was recoguised, if they had 


than would be done by a thousand victories. 


response im the breasts of those around me. 
it must e attributed to the fact that 1 um growing old, 


lt may | foreseea the difficulties and dangers to which it has 
be, in expressing these sentiments, that | find no) led. 
If so, | 'O patriotism. 


I: would be a noole sacrifice of individua! pride 


In atseriing that the only alternative is between 


and that ay prive:ples and feelings belong to a the policy recocumended Oy the president and the 
period of thirty or thirty five years anterior to! aduption of « defensive position, | have put vut of 
the present date. It is uot, however, the first time | the question the policy of taking voterritury. I have 


I have vevtured in their maintenance to stand alune 
ou this fluor. When Gen. Jackson, some years since 
during the Jatter part of his adanniwtrativa, recom— 
mended to congress to issue letters of marque aid 


done so because 
| decided irrevocably against it, and that to press it as 
| the alternative would render almust certain the tinal 
| adoption of the policy recummended Oy the president, 


believe the vuice of the country has 


reprisal against France, 1 stood alone in my piace | notwithstanding the disasters which it threate..s. Let 
here and rai-ed my voice against.it on the ground | me say to wy intends on the other side of the eno mber 
that there was no just cause of war with her—that | (jor as such | regard them, tor puittieal cifferences 
in cutermg into the treaty to indemnity our citizens | here do vot affect our Prfsunal reiatio’s) thit they 


for vid claims against her, the King of Frau @ aod | have contributed y their course to fix ine deterus 
his winisters decisred to our ginisters that trequr | notion pot to terminate ne war wiih out Sule suit 


eda vo'eu! te Chambers to make the appropriain n pe indemuity mm tertitur,. 
to calry inte effect; and that ihey were ov turer eiie Pecugui-ing tue cXi lence ot «was 
bespouns. vie lhan tO use their best eflurta to muuce | re yvinc ot Meaieo anu the Unined S aies. 


thems to doso, ‘This was ait COmmeunteated to our 
executive, wid the trealy aecepled and rutihed, » itis 
thir condition atteched. And jet the presivent, al- 
though he a gutted thatthe king aud aainisters had 
sully reGeemed them pledge tu use their Dest efforis 
lo ollain the necessuly approprietion, TecOmmenucd 
ihe aduption of (he messure tu which J aliuded, and 
which would have been tantamount lo war. Fortu 
pately the govern. ent ot Great Bitiai, by her au. 
terpusiticn, prevented it. ‘DhiseXample, Ll tear, bas 
copuiibuled much to give the strong tendency, whi fi 
we have since witnessed, lo resert to iwenace aii 
force in the setilement of our differences wiih uties 
powers. 

According to my opinion, ail parites are interesicd 
in acopting @ line of poucy Which wali with ceriainiy 
diseniangle Us jrom the atiairs of Mexico, and avor 
the great sactifices ui Men abd Muney, and the many 
other evils to which the war exposes us. Let me 
sa} to my iniends Who support the adwinistration bn 
ineiy policy, ibatal you persist, ond if pesce by some 
geod toitune shuuid pot be oblammed, the war tli 
go on irom year to year, and you wall be uileriy 
uverihrown 1 @ party. Do you not see that tis 
eliects, ib 1eleience to our internal affairs, is tu drive 
yuu mle @ Course oF pulicy directly Coutrary to that 
which you bave prelessed to support, aud in favor of 
that which you heve charged your oppuvents with 
sepporing. You bave eser piuiessed tu uppoure, as 
a jparty, @ Halional Ged, au) Charged your opponenis 
wilh vemg its advucules. But what, 1 ask, are the 
eflects vi ihe war im Uisrespect? § ls it nut tu creace 
an momense palivpal debi, greater than that which 
the party to Which you are opposed could pussid:y 
bave cyceated by any other pulicy, had iney Geen ts 
power. ‘This ta.paigh, ob wirich you icok so light 
iy, will ad tuit a sun more than hall as great u- 
ue eulire devi ut tne Reveiutwn., You have beeu 
opposed tu the exteusiun vi tie pairopsge ol the 
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1 dv nor rei’ ty 5 ‘ur 
‘ebvecn bie 
ib well 
k os tual you vuled wilh @ view ty tuitist taioede 

ale support to Geserai Taylor and tis as my, tien 
surruounuded OY bweboen Ganger, aud sul witte ihe 
Mtenlivg Ui FeCOgHIsiig the war, aud ial you se- 
wecnsifaled aud prolesied agaist that tulerpietalios 
beiby pul upon your votes. Bul siuce i passed, and 
ie Wal Wad PeCugiiscd, tsi Oi yuu Nave Comlimoued 
bu vole for appropriations lo prosecule tue war, when 
the Odjeei ul prosecullng 1 owas avuweu tu ue to 
acQuie berriocy as au lugemuiy. Now, | ca vot 
sce liow the iWuo Can ve recuonciied—how you cob 
reiuse lu tube Wie ily lao terfiury, «ben you have 
vuled tacats tur lie apices. purpuce ol O0babitiy 
such dently. ihe peuple afe tivl avie wv under 

siau why you shuuld Yule Mune) ou pruliusely Lu pel 
Inucwmnily, aud P fuse tu take ib whe OOimtved; and 
henee puuile Cpihiulk bas Vecn Livugiil su decidedly 
bu bine Com tUsivn Dui bo lertiitivate the war without 
terriludias udemuily. Bait ik such juucuily ts to 
be had withoul Ivetving ine hesaid of Conquermg 
ihe cuuntly, wilh all lue daugers ju which ho would 
tapouse Us, We tuust decide wieluer we sail adupla 
Uctensive pusiliol OF ul, VOW Lis very sessivu.— 
Lis iil, tu abs pussbiiny, ve tuo tale al ihe uexi. 

} have bun, seheturs, deivered my seuliLenis Wilh 
freeduus aud caudor upon all (be quesiiens CUunected 
with ihese tesulutiuus. 1 propose uvthig uv; Wul, 
Ul flud that J wid De supporter, 1 wali aiuve to saise 
a Commiltes lo deibelaie Upud ine Buvject ul ihe 
defensive ine. 

blic vppeortuiity »» lavura je, wile there are so 
ubaliy ol) crs iboM SiekiLU uOW WH the Clty, Wiiusd 
Vpinion Ould be ui great Value 1 ler iitig ou tbe 
ulic tu DU auvpled. Il: ie «uudac vi porey which 
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CHRONICLE. 

Money “Vatrers.—Specie movements.—The New 
York H-rald says that the steamskip Caledonia, 
from Boston for ( svaephal. will take out about three 
hundred thousond dollars in specie. This with the 
shipments made from New York and Boston since 
the Ist of January. will make an aggregate of about 
one milhan ef dollars exported within the past 





twelve days The exports for December, from these. 
two ports was two and a half millions. makmg, | 


from the Ist December to the 16th of January, a 
to:al of three and a half million of dottars ($3 500,- 
000.) Tie dram commenced previous to December; 
is November the export from New York »as one 
and a half million, and from Boston about one mil- 
lion, making two and a half millions in that month. 
Since the Ist of October, when the exportation io 
any extent commenced, the total a:aount of sbip- 
ments has been to at least seven millions of dollars 
(7,000.000,) equal to more than one quarter of the 
aggregate importation in 1847. 


The N. Y Tribune says: 

The comnattee of ways and means are in corres- 
pondence with the leading moneyed men of the 
country for the purpose of collecting information in 
regard to the best method of «btaining the money 
which will be neeaed by the government. An issue 
of treasury notes will not do, as they are paid at 
once into the custom house and it is doubtful if a 
larger loan would be taken ata fair rate unless the 
specie clause of the sub-treasury was first suspend- 
ed. The banks could furnish no facilities for such 
a loan when it will cause an immediate and large 
drain upon their vaults. It is understood that the 
secretary will want about a million and a half per 
month Several leading capitalists have, it ts stated, 
been called to Washington from Boston, Philadelptia, 
and New York to discuss this matter. 


The Philadelphia American says: 

Treasury notes—According to the Jast rumor from 
Washington, the secretary of the treasury had de- 
vised a plan for raising the wherewithal for carry- 
ing on the war, consisting of an issue of ten millions 
of treasury notes in sums of not less than $50, 
bearing Mlerest,—and- a second issue of treasury 
rotes in sums of not less than $10, noé bearing inte- 
resl. 


MEXICAN BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS.—T he commissioner 
of the land office reports to congress that bounty land 
warrants, which are being issued to the soldiers and 
volunteers of the Mexican war, will soon appear in large 
quantities in the land states; and being available for 
lucativn upon the public laud subject to sale at private 
entry in ail the states and territories of the Union, may 
he expected to take the place of moneys to a very great 
extent. 

«317 Mexican bounty land warrants, for 160 acres 


@ach, have been issued. 


Henry Cray, the distinguished whig statesman, 
reached Baltimore on Friday last, but declined a public 
reception tendered to him_ by the whig committee.— 
Whilst in the city he was the guest of CHRIsTopHER 
Hueues, esq., late United States charge at several of the 
courts of Europe, ai whose house Mr. Clay was called 
upen by many of his friends. On leaving for the city 
of Washingion en Monday morning, he was heartily 
cheered by a dense crowd that thrunged to see and 
shake hends with him. His reception at the city of 
Washington was cordial, nay, enthusiastic. He was at 
Georgetown on Tuesday evening at the wedding of 
Mr. Wituiams, brother to the wife ef Mr. Bopisco the 
Russian minister resident at Washington, married to 
Miss Bopisco, niece of the said minister, and on that 
occas'on “gave the bride away.” 


Orinoco StEam Navication Company or N. York. 
A company with this tle was incerporated by the le- 
gislature at its last session, with a view to render availa- 
blethe privileges granted by the Venezulian govern- 
ment to Vespasian Ellis, esq., late U. States charge des 
affaires io that Republic, for the exclusive navigation. of 
the great river Orinoco and its tnbutaries during a pe- 
riod of eighteen years. The whole capital stock of the 
company ($300,000) has been subscribed, and pro- 
vision has been made for the immediate construction 
of three steamers, ot 400, 300, and 200 tons respective - 
ly, to ply on saia river. Li is expected . that these stea- 
mers, or at least two of them, will be completed by the 
middle of the present year,—after which, no time will 
be lost in commencing the active commercial operations 
of the company. 


Jenwy Linp, the Swedish Nightingale, is a were 
ed at home since her reception at the courts of France 
and England. On her appearance at the Royal Opera, 
Su chhoien, on the 2d December, so great was the rush 
toobtain tickets, that several detachments of infantry 
were called out to quelf/the tumult. Some of the choice 
seats brought over $100 each. Jenny has devoted the 
proceeds towards estab lishing free schools. 


A YANKEE FIRE ENGINE FoR Turkey. The bark 
Santee, which cleared yesterday, from this port for 


Smyrna, takes out as a part of her cargo, a new fire 
env ine, built by Messrs. Hunneman of this city, for the 
Turkish government. The engine was Ordered by D.. 
J. Lawrence Smit’, formerly of Charleston, S. C., but 
now in the employ of the Sultan, by whom he has been 
directed to form a more efficient fire department for 
Constantinople. engine in question, with the hose, 
hose carriage, &e., cost $1500. — "Boston 4 


Tue Irish Famine —Mr. H. Grattan, in a speech 








madé-in Parliam nt in November, said that one 
hundred and fifleen thousand nine hundred and twen- 
ty-nine persons had starved to death in the late 
famine. 


SreamBoarT. pisasters —We have had an awful 
series of steamboat disasters. within a few weeks 
past. 

The Phoeniz, burnt on lake Michigan on the 2lst 
Novewber last, briefly noticed at the time, according 
to the most authentic information that it was ible 
to obtain, had on board at the time she took fire 206 
souls,of which 154 were Hollanders, on their way to 
settle in the west, 32 American cabin and other pas- 
gers, and 20 of the crew and officers of the boat.— 
Of the total, only 46 were saved, 160 perished. 

The steamer A. N Johnson, exploded her boilers 
about one o'clock on the night of the 29th ultimo, as 
she was backing out from near Manchester, a few 
miles below Maysville, on the Ohio, where she had 
just landed some passsengers. One of her boilers 
passed longitudinally through the boat and landed in 
acorn field! Another is supposed to have passed 
through the bottom of the boat, which immediately 
took fire and burnt to the water’s edge. There 13 
supposed to have been about 95 cabin and 65 deck 
passengers on board, of whom from 60 to 80 were 
killed and many others willnot survive. The details 
are full of horrors. 

The steamer Blue Ridge, Kanawha packet, Capt. 
Summers, adout one o’clock on the aight of the 8th 
instant, when within three miles of Wheeling, bound 
to Cincinnati, with, it is stated, about 70 persons on 
board, burst her boilers, which had been in use nine 
years, either from defect in them, or the want of 
sufficient water at the time. There were six ladies 
on boar’, four of whom were saved. The boat a 
complete wreck, floated about a mile and then sunk 
The suffecings of many of the survivors were dread- 
ful, strewed as they were for five or six miles down 
the banks of the river, wherever they could reach 
the shore. 

Many of the passengers and crew, who had es- 
caped unhurt, were compelled tu swiat ashore, aud 
then wander in the cold, through the fields, in search 
of shelter. Some were one and two hours thus ex- 
posed. It is supposed that about twenty perished. 

The steamboat Walcott burnt on the night of the 
12th instant, whilst laying at the wharf in Baltimore 
harbour, was totally destroyed. 

The splendid steamboat Jewess, of the Norfolk 
line, took fire fron the blazing Waicutt, and was 
seriously damaged, but is now repairing. The. fire 
is believed to have been the act of some. incen 
diary. 








PRESIDENCY, 1848. 





January is half gone,—May, the month for national 

presidential conventions is rapidly.approaching, No- 
vember, in which month the electors are all to be cho- 
sen, is butten months off. Tae political arena is all 
bastle, we might say all confusion, Both of the leading 
parties seem to be alike undetermined as to who is to be 
their candidate. Never were there half so many can- 
didates at one time before the people for the station.— 
Never before were there lalf as manycontradictory is- 
sues to divide and distract, the people. The war, and 
the object for which it shal] be continued, the extent to 
which eupplies shall_be voted, the terms on which peace 
should be concluded, the. indemnity to be demanded, 
the future disposition of territory acquired, if retained, 
the application of the Wilmot proviso, of the Missouri 
curmpr. mise, the ‘no additional territory” party on one 
hand, the “whole of Mexico” party, on the other, ard 
the “defencible line” party, half way between. And 
then again the internal improvement. question, the river 
and harbor bill. On all these topics the great political 
parties of the country are divided, and sub-divided,—and 
each contradictory section contrives to have a candidate 
representing their view for the presidency. Some strange 
companions,says the Western Continent, are thrown to- 
gether in the turmoil, as for instarice the “National Era,” 
the organ ef anti slavery fanaticism in the north, placing 
itself side by side with Mr, Catuoun, the grear chain- 
pion of southern rights and southern instituticns,” 


Onto nomination. The “Democratic” State Conven- 
tion which assembled at Columbus, Ohio, by_ a vote of 
237 to 22, recommended. Gen. Lewis Cass, of Michigan, 
as the candidate of the party for the next presideticy.— 
This brings the genera! prominenily into the field. 


Meeti 
Samuel 


8 are taking place in Texas, in favor of Gen. 
ouston fer the next presidency. 


| senate of 





Pennsyivania. Alleghany, Clarion, A 

Green counties, have all elected delegates to the nd 
istration state convention, that are in favor of yj," 
Buchanan, Exq,, for the presidency. It is asserted, 
said convention will be ae sg in favor of 4 that 
chanan, and that he will receive the vote of Penpcp 
nia in the national convention. A meeting to nom; 
Mr. Buchanan has been called at Pittsburg, signed s* 
1,600 names. There was a great war meeting a Pe? 
alelphia on the evening of the 7th inst., at which 1 
hon. John T. Smith was chairman. Resolutions se 
passed declaring the war to have been commenced 1° 
the act of Mexico—also against the Wilmot proviso by 
invoking congress to grant the necessary sup lies to ¢ 
rv on the war. The resolutions further declare M 
Buchanan to be Pennsylvania’s favorite son. . 


A whig meeting held on the 20th ult, at Leb 
nominated Gen. Scott for the presidency. anon, Pe. 


The New York Herald contains a call for a meeti 
to take place in that city cn the 22d of February, ¢ 
nominate Gen. Worth for the presidency. ia 

A mass meeting of the friends of Gen. Tavlor for th, 
presidency, 1s called at Clinton, La., and another at 
Plaquemine, to elect delegates to a Taylor state conven, 
tion, which is to assemole at New Orleans on the 24 
of February. 

A mass meeting of all those disposed to support Gap 
Taylor for the presijency, is called at New York, , 
take place on the 22d February aext. 


A Taylor meeting was held in the county of Han, 
son, Va., on the 2%h ult., which was addressed by Cy, 
G. D. Camden, Major Chas. Lewis, and W. P. Gof 
Esq. Forty — were app inted to the Richmonj 
state convention for the formation of a T'aylor ticker, 


TENNESSEE NOMINATION OF Gen. Taytoa The fo. 
lowing resolutiun was introduced by Mr. Meigs in th 
Tennessee, on the 3ist ult., and on the sam 
day by Gen. Pepper in the house of represeitatives: 
Resolved by the general assembly of the state of ‘Ten 
nessee, That the people of Tennessee, by their repre. 
sentatives, do hereby recommend to their fellow citizen 
of the Union, Zachary Taylor, as a candidate for th 
presidency at the next election, in whose ability, impuar. 
tiality, patriotism, and devotion to the constitution, cor 
fidence can be safely deposited by the people. 


Letrer FROM Gen. Taytor. A whig county meetin 
was held at Waynesburg, Greene couaty, Pa., in Sep 
tember lasi, at which resolutions were adopted in favor 
of Gen, Taylor, as a candidate for the presidency. Tis 
meeting declared their intention to support him, not only 
because they consider him a hero, a patriot, and an 
honest inan,—but because he has given abundant ew 
deuce that he possesses, in an eminent degree, souni 
practical common sense, a thorough knowledge of met, 
siern integrity, a good heart, and be ‘anse it may be sad 
of him,asof Washington, that he is “‘firat in war, fis 
in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen.”- 
They also express their belief, that if elected, Gener 
pe will adopt an enlightened economy in every de: 
partment of the government; and that he will careful) 
avoid the folly and extravagance which have, of lat 
years involved the government in heavy debt, and there 
by subjected the people to unnecessory aad oppressive 
taxation. ‘They express their approbasion of the decle 
ratios made by Gen ‘Taylor, that he approved of the 
course of our first presidents, especially Washington and 
Madison, who having made the constitution, and ut 
derstanding its spirit and provisions, had honestly 4 
faithfully carried it out; and that he would, if elec 
follow in their footsteps. 

The hon. Andrew Stewart was appointed to forwat! 
the resolutions and proceeding to Gen. Taylor, whic 
he did, and received in reply from him the following lt 
ter, which Mr. S. sent, accompanied by the subjol 
note, to the editors of the Wayaesburg Democrat it 
publication: pe Amer. 
Washington, Dec 14, 184) 

Dear siz: I know of no way ia which I can be 
comply with the request of Gen. Taylor, to convey , 
thanks to his whig friends, who met in Waynesburg 
your last Bsr court, than by sending you his 
ter for publication. 

Yours respectfully, A. STEWART. 

Epirors OF THE DEMOCRAT. 


Headquarters, Army of Occupation. 
Brazos Island, Texas, Nov. 25, 154. 


ceipt of your tavor of the 8th of October, conveying # 
me a copy of the proceedings of a meeting of my ¥ 
friends at Waynesburg, Pa. 5 

Ihave read the resolutions adopted by the meell 
with great pride and pleasure, and I beg you to ~~ 
to the members of the meeting, on a suitable occat) . 
my thanke for the distinguished honor they have — 
teringly bestowed upon me, and my assurance (i 
have no wish or intention of changing the position © 
which I stand towards the pegple of the country ID) 
lation to the presidency, or the eourse which I have 
it my duty to pursue. — 

1 remain, dear sir, with the highest respect, 

Your most: obedient servant, 


Z. TAYLOR, Maj Gen. U. S. Army: 








Hon. Anprew STewart, Uniontown, Pa. 





Dear tr: I have the honor te'acknowledge the 
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